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AN INDEX OF HUME'S REFERENCES IN

- A TREATISE OF HUMAN NATURE

The index below of Hume's references in the
Treatise to the works of other authors excludes those which
are accurate and full in his text (of which there are few)
and those which are so general, e.g., to Spinoza's atheism,
that no passage is specifiable. ’

Hume mentions other writings, for which this index
is compiled, in several different ways. Occasionally he
mentions the author's name, the title of his book and gives
a reference which is less specific than it could be. These
have been identified., Often he mentions an author's name
only, e.g., de Retz, and in such cases the fullest possible
reference has been given. One of Hume's notable intellect-
ual gifts was his ability to distil several pages of a book
into one or two sentences of crisp and accurate synthesis.
(This skill is most apparent in his summaries of articles
in Bayle's Dictionary in his "Notes on Philosophy", of which
the manuscript is in the Royal Society of Edinburgh Library.)
In these instances, page references are impossible and the
closest indication one can give is a section or chapter.
Some of his references are anonymous, e.g., as an 'elegant
writer' says, and so are some quotaﬁions. These have been
identified with one exception.

One anonymous reference (number 24 below) requires
explanation because it is both anachronistic and interesting.
Hume refers to an observation by "a late eminent philosopher”.
It is anachronistic because the book to which he refers was
published after the Treatise; it is interesting because it
provides further evidence of Hutcheson's influence on Hume
and the latter's regard for him. The explanation, for
Hutcheson was still alive when Vol.II of the Treatise
appeared in 1739, is that 'late' is here being used in the
sense of 'recent' - Hutcheson himself uses the word in the

same way in referring to Mandeville when the latter was
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alive. (An enquiry concerning moral good and evil,

Section 1, VI.) Further, the System circulated widely
among Hutcheson's friends in Scotland and over so many yeé%s
that it finally appeared posthumously. That Hume could not
cite a published work also accounts for the anonymity of

the reference to someone he admired.

It is often impossible to determine in which
language or in which edition Hume read a particular author.
Where there is evidence as to which language he used, the
title has been given in that language.

There are now so many extant editions of the
Treatise that Volume, Part, Chapter and Section references
are given, as well as the pagination of Selby-Bigge's
edition, so that readers of other editions may be able to

use the index.

1. vol. 1. Title-page. Tacitus, The Histories, Bk. I. 1.

2, Part 1, Sect. 1, p. 2, n. John Locke, An Essay con-
cerning Human Understanding, Bk. I, Chap. I, 8.

3. Sect. VII, p. 17, n. George Berkeley, A Treatise con-

cerning the Principles of Human Knowledge, Introductin,

Sect. 7, et seq.

4, Part I1I, Sect. II, p. 30, n, Nicolas de Malezieu,

Elementa Geometrica.

5. Sect. III, p. 35, n. John Locke, Essay, Bk.II, Chap.XIV.

6. Sect. IV, p. 43, n. Antoine Arnauld, La logique ou
1'art de penser, Part I, Chap. 5. (In some editions

Pierre Nicole is named as co-author. The book is also

known as the Port Royal Logic).

7. Sect. IV, p. 46, n. Isaac Barrow, Mathematical Lectures.

8. Part III, Sect. III, p. 80, n., Thomas Hobbes, Elements

of Philosophy, Part Second, Chap. 9. And Tripos: in
Three Discourse. III. of Liberty and Necessity.




10.

11.

12,

13.

14.

15.

l6.

17.

18,

19.

20.

21.

22,

23,

24,

25,
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Sect. III, p. 80, n. e.g., Samuel Clarke, A Demon-
stration of the Being and Attributes of God, Props.

I-I111, et. seq.
Sect. III, p. 81, n. John Locke, Essay, Bk. IV, Chap.X.

Sect. VIII, p. 100 and appendix Vol. III, p. 630.

Cicero, De Finibus Bonorum et Malorum, Bk. V. 1.2,

Sect. XIII, p. 153. Jean Fran?ois Paul de Gondi,
Cardinal de Retz, Memoires, Bk. III. The second

'observation' is from Book II.

Sect. X1V, p. 157, n. John Locke, Essay, Bk. II,
Chap. XXI.

Sect. XIV, p. 158, n. Nicholas Malebranche, De la
recherche de la vérité, Bk. VI, Part 2, Chap. 3.

Part IV, Sect. V, p. 243, n, Pierre Bayle, Dictionaire

historique et critigue.

Sect. V, p. 249, n. Nicholas Malebranche, op.cit.

Sect. VI, p. 254, n. Lord Shaftesbury, Characteristicks,
Vol. II, Treatise V, Part 2, Sect. 4.

Vol, II, Title-page. Tacitus, The Histories, Bk. I. 1.

Part I, Sect. IV, p. 284, Joseph Addison, Spectator,
no. 412, 23 June 1712.

Part II, Sect. V, p. 358, John Philips, Cyder; A

Poem in Two Books.

Sect. VIII, p. 379. Francesco Gruiccardini, History
of Italy, Bk. III, Chap. IV.

Sect. VIII, p. 379. Matthew Prior, Poems on several

occasions.

Part III, Sect. IV, p. 422. Duc de la Rochefoucauld,

Maximes, no. 276.

Sect. V, p. 424. Francis Hutcheson, A system of moral

philosophy, Bk. I, Chap. 2, Sect. IX.

Sect. VI, p. 425, n. Charles Rollin, The ancient history
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26.

27,
28,
29,

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

of the Egyptians, Carthaginians, Babylonians, Medes

and Persians, Grecians, and Macedonians, Bk. VI,
Sect. XIII.

Sect. VIII, p. 434. Virgil, The Aeneid, Bk. IV,
158-159.

Sect. VIII, p. 434. Horace, Odes, Bk. III, II, 23-24.
Sect. VIII, p. 436. John Milton, Paradise Lost, Bk.II.
Sect. IX, p. 447. Horace, BEpodes, I, 19-22.

Vol. III. Title-page. Lucan, The Civil War,
Bk. IX, 562-563.

Part I, Sect. I, p. 461, n. William Wollaston, The
Religion of Nature delineated, Sect. I.

Part II, Sect. III, p. 512, n. The Institutes of
Justinian, Bk. II, Title 1, Sect. 28,

Part II, Sect. III, p. 513, n. Gravina, Originum Juris
Civilis, Bk., I, Sect. 45,

Part III, Sect, I, p. 577, n. The Institutio Oratoria

of Quintilian, Bk. VIII, III, 10-5.

Part III, Sect. II, p. 594, n. Lucretius, De Rerum
Natura, Bk. II, 1-4.

Part III, Sect. II, p. 599. The Works of M. de Saint-
Evremond, (1728 edition), Vol. I, p. 143.

Part I1III, Sect. IV, p. 607. Sallust, The War with

Cataline.
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