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73. 

More H u m e  a u t o g r a p h  m a r g i n a l i a  
i n  a f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  " T r e a t i s e " .  

Two sets o f  m a r g i n a l i a  by Hume i n  c o p i e s  of t h e  
f irst  e d i t i o n  of A Treatise of Human Nature  have been pub- 
l i s h e d .  One i s  a copy i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  L i b r a r y .  T h i s  h a s  
been d e s c r i b e d  by Connon' and N i d d i t c h  
o n e ,  a t  l eas t ,  o f  t h e  c o p i e s  which Hume k e p t  f o r  h i m s e l f .  
The marfginal ia  are so e x t e n s i v e  a s  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t ,  a t  t h e  
t i m e  h e  made them, h e  may have been hoping  f o r  an  oppor- 
t u n i t y  t o  p u b l i s h  a s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  T r e a t i s e .  The 
o t h e r  copy w i t h  m a r g i n a l i a ,  a p r e s e n t a t i o n  copy t o  h i s  
kinsman, Henry H o m e ,  Lord K a m e s ,  h a s  been d e s c r i b e d  by 
Wallace Nethery ,  L i b r a r i a n  o f  t h e  Hoose L i b r a r y  o f  P h i l -  
osophy and by N i d d i t ~ h . ~  There  i s  a t h i r d  copy of t h e  
T r e a t i s e  w i t h  m a r g i n a l i a  i n  Hume's hand which was a pre-  

4 s e n t a t i o n  copy t o  Pope. 

2 and was, no  doubt, 

The Pope copy i s  i n s c r i b e d  on t h e  f l y l s z f  of 
Volume I i n  Hume's h a n d w r i t i n g ,  "TO Alexander '  Pope Esq 
a t  Twickenham", There  a r e  1 8  c o r r e c t i o n s  i n  Volume I and 
5 i n  Volume 11. 

p h r a s e  b e i n g  t h e  error, t h e  second t h e  c o r r e c t i o n .  The 
f i r s t  word i s  u s u a l l y  s c r a t c h e d  o u t  i n  t h e  t e x t  and t h e  
c o r r e c t i o n  i n s e r t e d  i n  t h e  margin b u t  sometimes i n s e r t i o n s  
are s i m p l y  made w i t h i n  t h e  t e x t .  

They are as f o l l o w s 5 ,  t h e  f i r s t  word or  

1 s t E d i t i o n  
1.12.25 
1.35.23 
1.57.4 
I. 58.8 
1.111.28 
1.126.5 
1.154.4 
1.240.7 
I. 256.21 

Sclby-Bigge 
2.8 
1 6 . 1  
28.18 
29.6 
60.27 
69.14 
86.1 
136.9 
145.28 

' t h e '  ' o u r '  
' o f '  'or '  
' t h e s e '  ' t h o s e  ' 
' p a r t '  ' p a r t s '  
' d e f e c t i o n '  ' d i s s e c t i o n '  
' it ' d e l e t e d  
'worn o u t '  'worn it o u t '  
' a s '  'when' 
' e v i d e n c e '  ' t e s t i m o n y '  
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I. 273.20 
I. 280.16 
I. 286.25 

I. 287.16 
1.288.5 
1.293.10 
I. 343.17 
1.402.16 
1.453.1 

11.108.10 

11.120.4 
11.228.23 
11.229.19 

11.271.24 

155.24 
159.33 
163.22-23 

164.2 
164.15 
167.14 
196.22 
231.6 
260.34 

336.24 

343.19 
404.15 
404.32 

428.2G 

' i n s t a n c e ' '  ' i n s t a n c e s '  
' g a v e  i t ' s '  'gave  it i ts '  
'upon o b s e r v a t i o n '  'upon 

' c a u s e  ' case 
' r e su l t s '  ' r e s u l t '  
' e x i s t s '  ' e x i s t '  
' opening  I' ' opening  it I' 
'presses' 'press' 
'what  t h e '  'what  i s  t h e '  

the observation' 

' a f f e c t i o n s  wheel '  'affect- 

' c a u s e '  'causes' 
'One' 'Our '  
'and p r o c e e d '  ' and  p r a c t i c e  

' cons ide  rab l y  ' 

i o n s  t o  wheel '  

p r o c e e d  ' 
' s e n s i b l y  ' 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  someone, p e r h a p s  Hume, h a s  marked a 
p r i n t e r ' s  error where a l e t te r  h a s  s l i p p e d .  ( V o l .  I ,  

p. 466.3). 

I t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  to  f i n d  o u t  t h e  da t e  upon which 
Hume gave t h i s  copy t o  Pope from t h e  p u b l i s h e d  corres- 
pondence of either p a r t y .  Pope died i n  1744 and Hume may 
have  s e n t  him a copy o f  t h e  T r e a t i s e  b e c a u s e  of t h e  
f o r m e r ' s  literary renown and  b e c a u s e  t h e  p u b l i s h e r s  had a 
l a r g e  number of u n s o l d  c o p i e s  on t h e i r  hands.  From t h e  
f a c t ,  among o t h e r s ,  t h a t  t h e  f o o t n o t e  on Volume 11, p.168 
(Selby-Bigge, p.371) i s  missing from b o t h  t h e  Pope. and t h e  
Kames c o p i e s ,  i t  is  clear t h a t  Volumes I and I1 were, as 
one might  e x p e c t  of p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  i n  e a c h  case e a r l y  
i s s u e s  o r  s t a t e s .  

I t  i s  more t h a n  l i k e l y  t h a t  Hume made o t h e r  pre- 
s e n t s  of t h e  T r e a t i s e  t o  f r i e n d s  and p e o p l e  h e  admired 
s u c h  as F r a n c i s  Hutcheson and Bishop B u t l e r ,  and t h e s e  
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would p r o b a b l y  have  i n c l u d e d  m a r g i n a l i a  a l o n g  t h e  same 
l i n e s  as t h e  K a m e s  a n d  Pope c o p i e s .  F o r  what H u n e  sub- 

s t a n t i a l l y  d id  i n  g i v i n g  t h e s e  c o p i e s  w a s  t o  p e r f o r m  an  
act  of c o u r t e s y :  i .e . , ta  i n c o r p o r a t e  items from t h e  e r r a t a  
tables i n t o  t h e  t ex t .  

The Pope copy i s  t h e  l ea s t  i m p o r t a n t  and i n t e r e s t -  
i n g  of  t h o s e  n o t i c e d  so f a r ,  f o r  it c o n t a i n s  o n l y  one cor- 
r e c t i o n  which is n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  e r ra ta  tables  - t h e  
second i t e m  l i s ted  above i n  Volume I - and n o t  a l l  o f  them. 
The p e r c e n t a g e  of t h e  changes  called fo r  i n  t h e  e r ra ta  
t a b l e s  which are made by H u m e  i n  t h e  t e x t  d i m i n i s h e s  
markedly as between Volumes I and 11. Moreover, there are 
n o  m a r g i n a l i a  i n  t h e  t h i r d  volume, ' O f  Mora ls ' ,  and t h i s  is 
p e r h a p s  t o  be e x p l a i n e d  by Hume's becoming b c r e d  w i t h  t h i s  
somewhat superflubus t a s k ,  e v e n  i f  it was a p o l i t e n e s s  and 
t h e  fact  t h a t  t h e  t h i r d  book was p r i n t e d  a y e a r  l a t e r  than 
volumcs I and I1 and by a d i f f e r e n t  p u b l i s h e r .  

-6 

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  i t  seems e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
o t h e r  c o p i e s  of  t h e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  w i t h  m a r g i n a l i a  by Hume 
w i l l  be found,  b u t ,  u n h a p p i l y ,  it seems most improbable  
that any more of t h e  o r i g i n a l  m a n u s c r i p t  h a s  s u r v i v e d  than  
the c o n c l u d i n g  S e c t i o n  of Volume III.' How one laments  
t h a t  w e  can  n e v e r  hope t o  see t h e  v e r s i o n  of t h e  Treatise 

before Hume, i n  h i s  Own words, was " . . . c a s t r a t i n g  my work, 
t h a t  is, c u t t i n g  o f f  i t s  n o b l e r  p a r t s . .  ."' b e f o r e  s u b m i t -  
t i n g  it fo r  p e r u s a l  by Bishop B u t l e r !  

David C. Yalden-Thomson 
U n i v e r s i t y  of V i r g i n i a .  
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2. 
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R. W. Connon, The Times L i t e r a r y  Supplement,  4 A p r i l  
1975, and  i n  t h e  Long Room,  X I ,  1975. 

P. H.  N i d d i t c h ,  An a p p a r a t u s  of v a r i a n t .  r e a d i n g s  f o r  
Hume's. " T r e a t i s e  o f  Human Nature"  , U n i v e r s i t y  of 
S h e f f i e l d ,  1976. 

Wallace Nethery ,  P r o c e e d i n g s  of the B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  
S o c i e t y  of America, L X V I I  (1963) . N i d d i t c h ,  G. 
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4 .  T h i s  i s  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  of Mrs. Donald F. Hyde of 

N e w  York, who most k i n d l y  p e r m i t t e d  me t o  see it and 
t o  p u b l i s h  t h e  m a r g i n a l i a .  The l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  copy I 

is:- Hyde C o l l e c t i o n ,  S o m e r v i l l e ,  New J e r s e y .  

5 .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  column are t h e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  volume 
number, t h e  page  and t h e  l i n e  i n  t h e  first e d i t i o n .  
The second column g i v e s  t h e  page  and  l i n e  of t h e  
Selby-Bigge e d i t i o n ,  Oxford.  

6. The e r ra ta  tables  were e v i d e n t l y  p r i n t e d  i n  haste a n d '  
c o n t a i n  errors. T h i s  may have  been  an added i n c e n t i v e  
to  Hume t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  some of t h e  changes  i n  t h e  copies 
h e  gave away. 

7. T h i s  MSS i n  t h e  Royal S o c i e t y  of  Edinburgh Library  
seems t o  have  been f i r s t  c o r r e c t l y  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  p r i n t  
by L a i r d  i n  Hume's P h i l o s o p h y  of Human Nature  (1932) 
p.8.n; it w a s  mis -ca lendared  by G r e i g  and Benyon i n  
t h e  same y e a r  i n  Proc. o f  t h e  R.S.E., vol. lii , as p a r t  
of  t h e  Fpqui ry :  
llume: Tlieory of Knowledge, ed. D. C. Yalden-Thomson 
ml): 
N i d d i t c h  m., p. 5 0 .  

a page  was reproduced  i n  f a c s i m i l e  i n  

and h a s  been  r e p r i n t e d  i n  e n t i r e t y  by 

8.  The L e t t e r s  of David Hume, ed. J. Y. T. Greig, vol. I ,  p.25. 


