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GOOD MEN'S WOMEN: HUME ON CIIASTITY AND TRUST 

A t  t h e  very  h e a r t  o f  Hume's ph i lo sophy  i n  t h e  
T r e a t i s e ,  namely between h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  
and t h e  n a t u r a l  v i r t u e s ,  h e  p l a c e s  a s h o r t  c h a p t e r  e n t i t l e d  
"Of C h a s t i t y  and Modesty.H I ts  c e n t r a l  p o s i t i o n  is approp- 
r i a t e ,  since t h e s e  supposed  v i r t u e s  p r e s e n t  someth ing  o f  
a t e s t  c a s e  €or Hume's account o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n  between 
n a t u r e  and  a r t i f i c e ,  and ,  more g e n e r a l l y ,  beyond h i s  moral 
p h i  10s ophy 
and o u t  of 
as w e l l  a s  
i n e q u a l i t y  
r e c e i v e d .  

f o r  h i s  views on r e g u l a r i t y  and cons t ancy  i n  
i n d i v i d u a l  l i v e s .  F o r  t h e s e  t h e o r e t i c a l  r e a s o n s ,  
f o r  t h e  calm realism o f  h i s  t r e a t m e n t  of s e x u a l  

t h e  c h a p t e r  w a r r a n t s  mre a t t e n t i o n  t h a n  it h a s  

Pe rhaps  liume's most i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  moral 
ph i losophy  is h i s  a c c o u n t  of t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between n a t u r a l  
v i r t u e s ,  d i s p l a y e d  i n  a c t i o n s  which do good one by one ,  
each  ac t  hav ing  v a l u e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  of whether  similar acts  
are per formed by o n e s e l f  and o t h e r s  on o t h e r  o c c a s i o n s ,  and 
a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s  d i s p l a y e d  i n  acts i n  e s s e n t i a l  conform- 

i t y  t o  e s t a b l i s h e d  s o c i a l l y  u s e f u l  c o n v e n t i o n s ,  which do 
good on ly  i n  so f a r  as t h e y  are s u p p o r t e d  by g e n e r a l  con- 
f o r m i t y .  Hume does n o t ,  l i k e  Kant ,  i n s i s t  t h a t  w e  always 
see mora l ly  good a c t i o n  as obed ience  t o  law, n o r  does  he 

n e g l e c t  t h e  impor t ance  o f  those areas where good can  be  
done o n l y  i f  a c t s  are c o r r e c t l y  s e e n  a s  conforming  t o  gen- 
e r a l  l aws ,  g e n e r a l  confo rmi ty  t o  which is n o t  o n l y  w i l l e d  
by t h e  a g e n t  b u t  assumed by h i m  t o  be  i n  e f f e c t .  Hume 
g i v e s  a s u b t l e  and e l a b o r a t e  a c c o u n t  of when w e  do and when 
we d o  n o t  need mora l  and  social  confo rmi ty ,  of which v i r t u e s  
a r e  and which v i r t u e s  a r e  n o t  media ted  by changeable  p u b l i c  
w i l l  or c o n v e n t i o n .  Convent ions  must o p e r a t e  b e f o r e  any 
ac t  can  coun t  as p r o p e r t y - r e s p e c t i n g ,  b u t  there  is no need 
t o  a s k  ' c an  I w i l l  t h i s  a s  u n i v e r s a l  l aw? '  b e f o r e  comfor t ing  
a f r i g h t e n e d  c h i l d .  Whatever t h e  c o n v e n t i o n s ,  wha teve r  
o t h e r s  d o ,  such  an a c t  does  some good, and is t h e  so r t  of 
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a c t  which d i s p i a y s  t h e  n a t u r a l  v i r t u e  o f  k i n d n e s s .  

be  h e l p f u l  or a g r e e a b l e  t o  someone (or some p u b l i c )  b u t  
t h a t  i t  d i s p l a y  a d u r a b l e  c h a r a c t e r  t r a i t  i n  t h e  a g e n t .  An 
u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  ac t  o f  k i n d n e s s  t o  a c h i l d  may d o  good 
w i t h o u t  d i s p l a y i n g  a v i r t u e  or a good c h a r a c t e r .  Approval  
is g i v e n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Hume, t o  p e r s o n s  on a c c o u n t  o f  t h e i i  
d u r a b l e  c h a r a c t e r  t r a i t s ,  as d i s p l a y e d  i n  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  
and  r e a c t i o n s .  The n a t u r a l  r e s p o n s e  t o  v i r t u e  is to  w e l -  
come i t s  possessor8 H i e  company i r ,  a s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  me 
(TSee) ' ,  and v i r t u e  i n  r a g s  w i l l  be t h e  e x c e p t i o n  i n  a 
smooth ly  f u n c t i o n i n g  s o c i e t y .  The f a c t  t h a t  tlume's e t h i c s  
is an  a g e n t  e t h i c s ,  and t h a t  t h e  c o n c e p t  of  welcome v i r t u e  
is more fundamen ta l  t o  i t  t h a n  t h a t  o f  a u s e f u l  a c t i o n ,  
commits Hume, t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  moral p h i l o s o p h y  and e s p e c i a l h  
i n  h i s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  v i r t u e s ,  t o  an  emphas i s  on  
c o n s i s t e n c y  or i n t e g r i t y  of c h a r a c t e r ,  t o  a s e a r c h  f o r  
d u r a b l e  c h a r a c t e r  t ra i ts  and so for c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  a c t i o n s .  

Now a p e r s o n  migh t  be c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  k i n d ,  y e t  
on  o c c a s i o n ,  unde r  stress, g i v e  e x p r e s s i o n  t o  unaccustomed 
m a l i c e .  The u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  m a l i c i o u s  a c t  may weaken b u t  
n o t  d e s t r o y  t h e  v i r t u e  of k i n d n e s s  which k i n d  acts have  
b o t h  e x p r e s s e d  and  i n f i x e d  ( T 4 1 1 ) .  When t h e  m a l i c i o u s  
a c t  is known, t h e  pe rBon ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  benevo lence  may 
be s l i g h t l y  s u l l i e d ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  r u i n e d .  Both  
w i t h i n  o n e  p e r s o n ' s  l i f e ,  and  w i t h i n  one  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e r e  
w i l l  be r e a s o n  t o  e n c o u r a g e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  v i r t u o u s  a c t i o n ,  
b u t  n o  r e a s o n  to  f e e l  t h a t  a l l  is los t  o r  s p o i l e d  i f  l a p s e s  
from t h e  n a t u r a l  v i r t u e s  occur. Even when c r u e l t y  is t h e  
norm, t h e  rare k i n d  ac t  may be a p p r e c i a t e d ,  if not r ewarded ,  
t h e  rare k i n d  p e r s o n  may be welcome, i f  a lso e x p l o i t e d  and 
v i c t i m i z e d .  

Hume r e q u i r e s  o f  a v i r t u o u s  ac t  n o t  mere ly  t h a t  i t  

With t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s  t h e r e  is a s t r o n g e r  
demand and need  f o r  u n i f o r m i t y  i n  a p o p u l a t i o n ,  s i n c e  t h e  
v a l u e  of a n y  one  j u s t  ac t ,  or one  p e r s o n ' s  c h a r a c t e r  t r a i t ,  
depends  upon t h e  s u p p o r t  r e c e i v e d  from t h e  s i m i l a r  acts and 
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t r a i t s  o f  o t h e r s .  Every s i n g l d  a c t  i s  performed i n  the 
e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  0 t h  . are  t o  perform the l i k e  (T498). 
To d i s p l a y  a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s ,  act ions must  be seen a s  
r u l e  g o v e r n e d ,  a n d  t h e  r u l e  must  be i n f l e x i b l e  e i t h e r  b y  
s p i t e  o r  favour  (T502). The g e n e r a l i t y  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  
u t i l i t y  o f  an a r t i f i c e  is i m p e r s o n a l  and  i n t e r p e r s o n a l .  I t  

would  seem t o  matter l i t t l e  w h e t h e r  t h e  Lcw l a p s e s ,  t h e  
i n e v i t a b l e  small  c r a c k s  i n  t h e  v a u l t  (E305) of j u s t i c e ,  
b e  s p r e a d  across many l i v e s  or  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  
a few u n j u s t  i n d i v i d u a l s .  Does it matter, t o  t h e  v i c t i m s  
o f  t h e f t ,  i f  t h e  t h i e v e s  be many or a few v e r y  busy  o n e s ?  

ses o c c u r  b u t  how many n o n - v i r t u o u s  p e r s o n s  t h e r e  are i s  
w h e r e  r e p u t a t i o n  i s  a f f e c t e d  a n d  relied o n ,  s i n c e  t h e  more 
d i s h o n e s t  p e o p l e  t h e r e  are known t o  be, t h e  more r e s t r i c t e d  
a r e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  c o o p e r a t i o n .  As Hume's a c c o u n t  
o f  them makes c l e a r ,  a l l  t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s  are d i s -  
p l a y e d  i n  c o o p e r a t i v e  a c t i o n ,  r e q u i r i n g  t r u s t ,  which  i s  
p r o t e c t e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  r e p u t a t i o n s  a re  a t  s t a k e  i n  

s u c h  a c t i o n .  Where w e  c o u n t  o n  o t h e r s ,  w e  a l s o  k e e p  
a c c o u n t  o f  t h e i r  p e r f o r m a n c e .  I t  i s  more i m p o r t a n t  t o  
know o t h e r s '  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s  t h a n  f o r  
t h e  n a t u r a l  v i r t u e s ,  s i n c e  i n  c o o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  o t h e r s  w e  
m d k e  o u r s e l v e s  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  t h e i r  l a p s e s  f r o m  a r t i f i c i a l  

v i r t u e ,  a s  a n  a n i m a l  bears i t s  t h r o a t  t o  i n h i b i t  f a t a l  
a t t a c k .  B o t h  n a t u r a l  g o o d s  a n d  r e p u t a t i o n  a re  d e l i b e r -  
a t e l y  p u t  i n  j e o p a r d y  i n  t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  v e n t u r e s  which  
a l o n e  p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  d i s p l a y  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  v i r -  
t u e s  a n d  v i c e s .  To d i s p l a y  k i n d n e s s  or c r u e l t y ,  I n e e d  ' 

n o t  f i r s t  be t r u s t e d  by  a n o t h e r ,  b u t  t o  show f i d c l i t y  or 
i n f i d e l i t y  t o  p r o m i s e s  I m u s t  f i r s t  h a v e  b e e n  i n c l u d e d  i n  
t h e  c i rc le  o f  t r u s t e d  o n e s  w i t h  whom a n o t h e r  w i l l  h a v e  

uny  commerce ("521,  T583). A b a d  r e p u t a t i o n  w i l l  e f f e c l -  
i v e l y  e x c l u d e  m e  f r o m  t h e  s o c i e t y  o f  t h o s e  who h a v e  

o p p o r t u n i t y  to  d i s p l a y  a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s  or v i c e s .  L a p s e s  
f rom a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s ,  u n l i k e  l a p s e s  f r o m  n a t u r a l  v i r t u e ,  

Where it s u r e l y  does matter  n o t  o n l y  how many l a p -  
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are a l w a y s  breaches o f  t r u s t .  I f  I show m y s e l f  u n t r u s t -  
w o r t h y ,  I w i l l  n e v e r  be t r u s t e d  any more (T522). 

A l l  t h e  a r t i f i c e s  e x t e n d  or create a c l imate  o f  
t r u s t  i n  a v a r i e t y  o f  areas by  a l t e r i n g  p r e s u m p t i o n s  con-  
c e r n i n g  t r u s t w o r t h i n e s s .  B e f o r e  t h e  a r t i f  ice o f  p r o p e r t y ,  
t h e  p r e s u m p t i o n  would  b e  t h a t  t r a n s f e r a b l e  p o s s e s s i o n s  can-  
n o t  be l e f t  i n  a n o t h e r ' s  s a f e k e e p i n g .  Once t h e r e  are r u l e s  
o f  p r o p e r t y ,  t h i s  p r e s u m p t i o n  i s  reversed. Before t h e  
a r t i f i c e ,  a p e r s o n  m i g h t  be t r u s t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  s p e c i a l  pos- 
i t i o n  t o  o n e ,  s a y  p a r e n t  or  l o v e r ,  or m i g h t  e a r n  t r u s t  by 
p r o v e n  c o n s p i c u o u s  t r u s t w o r t h i n e s s :  a f t e r  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  

t h e  a r t i f i c e  t r u s t  on some matters is e x t e n d e d  t o  a l l ,  o n  
c r e d i t ,  a n d  i t  is d i s t r u s t  w h i c h  must  be i n d i v i d u a l l y  
e a r n e d .  I n  a s o c i e t y  w h e r e  t r u s t  i s  e x t e n s i v e l y  eroded, i t  
is  p e r h a p s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e a l i z e  how s o c i a l  c o n v e n t i o n s  d o  
make t r u s t w o r t h i n e s s  t h e  normal e x p e c t a t i o n .  B u t  e v e n  i n  
a d i s t r u s t f u l  s o c i e t y  l i k e  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w h e r e  gun- 
s m i t h s  a n d  l o c k s m i t h s  p r o s p e r ,  most o f  u s  s t i l l  w a l k  a b r o a d  
unarmed,  t r u s t  o u r  p r o p e r t y  t o  t e n a n t s  a n d  r e p a i r  w o r k e r s ,  
t r u s t  o u r  l i v e s  a n d  h e a l t h  t o  a i r p l a n e  p i l o t s ,  b u s  d r i v e r s ,  
doctors ,  s u p p l i e r s  o f  f o o d  a n d  water. N o  d o u b t  w e  d o  so 
w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  r i s k ,  b u t  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  i n c r e a s i n g  d i s -  
t r u s t ,  b r i n g s  a n  e v i l  worse t h a n  r i s k  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  loss,  
namely  t h a t  p e r v a s i v e  c l imate  of d i s t r u s t  which  Hobbes cor- 
r e c t l y  c a l l e d  " W a r t e ,  a n d  s u c h  a warre as is o f  everyman 
a g a i n s t  everyman." '  
t r u s t i n g  war-makers. 

The f a c t  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  societies d i f f e r  i n  t h e i r  
c l imate  of t r u s t  shows an i m p o r t a n t  f a c t  a b o u t  t h e  a r t i -  
f i c i a l  v i r t u e s  w h i c h  Hume's a c c o u n t  d o e s  n o t  p o i n t  u p ,  

namely  t h a t  a r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  h o n e s t y  is q u i t e  c o m p a t i b l e  
w i t h  known l i m i t a t i o n s  on t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h a t  h o n e s t y .  I n  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  b u t  n o t  i n  N e w  Z e a l a n d ,  a p e r s o n  may 
c o u n t  a s  h o n e s t  who observes t h e  maxim " f i n d e r s  k e e p e r s  . I '  

S t a n d a r d s  of h o n e s t y  v a r y ,  and a w a r e n e s s  of t h i s  f a c t  i n -  
t r o d u c e s  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  degrees o f  h o n e s t y  i n t o  o u r  assess- 

Better t o  be t r u s t i n g  f o o l s  t h a n  d i s -  
3 
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ment o f  o u r  fellows. I n  w r i t i n g  t e s t i m o n i a l s  w e  w i l l  des- 

c r i b e  some as s c r u p u l o u s l y  h o n e s t ,  o t h e r s  mere ly  a s  h o n e s t .  
A p e r s o n  may have  a r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  b e i n g  more o r  less honest,  
h o n e s t  i n  a l l  m a t t e r s  e x c e p t  t u r n i n g . i n  money found i n  
p u b l i c  p l a c e s ,  or  e x c e p t  i n  income t a x  r e t u r n s .  A per son  
does  n o t  lose a r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  hones ty  because  o f  acknow- 
l e d g e d  l i m i t s  t o  it. Some l i m i t s  are b u i l t  i n  t o  t h e  con- 
v e n t i o n  i t s e l f ,  and it may be  t h a t  i n  t h i s  s o c i e t y  c a r e l e s s  
owners and i n t e r n a l  revenue  d e p a r t m e n t s  a r e  by t a c i t  
agreement  a c c e p t e d  as f a i r  game for t a k e r s .  But t h e r e  a r e  
a lways  a r e a s  o f  u n c e r t a i n t y  and room f o r  d i s c r e t i o n ,  and a 
p e r s o n ' s  c h a r a c t e r  w i l l  be judged  by b e h a v i o u r  i n  t h i s  g r e y  
zone. 

The re  is, o f  c o u r s e ,  a d i f f e r e n c e  between acknow- 
l e d g e d  l i m i t s  t o  t h e  f i e l d  w i t h i n  which a p e r s o n ' s ,  or a 
p o p u l a t i o n ' s ,  h o n e s t y  o p e r a t e s ,  and  acknowledged l a p s e s  
w i t h i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  I n  p r a c t i c e ,  however,  it i s  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a p e r s o n ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  cor- 
rect  a m i s t a k e n l y  h i g h  i n s u r a n c e  claim s u b m i t t e d  on h e r  
b e h a l f  shows t h a t  i n s u r a n c e  companies are beyond t h e  p a l e ,  
f o r  h e r ,  or w h e t h e r ,  due  t o  u n u s u a l  t e m p t a t i o n ,  t h e r e  was 
a l a p s e  from s t a n d a r d s  u s u a l l y  a p p l i e d  i n f 2 e t i l Z y  b y  
e i t h e r  s p i t e  o r  favor  (T502).  I t h i n k  w e  can  g r a n t  Hume's 
c l a i m  t h a t  a r t i f i c i a l l y  v i r t u o u s  a c t s  d o  depend,  f o r  t h e i r  
w o r t h ,  on dependab le  c o n s i s t e n c y  o f  b e h a v i o u r  n o t  o n l y  
w i t h i n  a l i f e  b u t  w i t h i n  a p o p u l a t i o n  more t h a n  do n a t u r -  
a l l y  v i r t u o u s  ac t s ,  w i t h o u t  deny ing  t h a t  t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  
v i r t u e s  can  admi t  of  d e g r e e s ,  o f  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  r ange ,  and 
of o c c a s i o n a l  l a p s e s .  A fo rma l  f e a t u r e  of a l l  t h e  a r t i -  
f i c i a l  v i r t u e s ,  as Hume p r e s e n t s  them, is t h a t  one l a p s e  
d e s t r o y s  t h e  v i r t u e .  T n i s  f r a g i l i t y  o f  an a r t i f i c i a l  
v i r t u e  l i n k s  w i t h  t h e  role  of t h e  ar t i f ices  i n  s e c u r i n g  
t r u s t  and e n a b l i n g  c o o p e r a t i o n .  I have so f a r  a rgued  
t h a t ,  g r a n t e d  t h a t  t h e  a r t i f i c e s  have  t h i s  v i t a l  role of 
a l t e r i n g  p resumpt ions  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  t r u s t w o r t h i n e s s  o f  
p e r s o n s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  m a t t e r s  ( c a n  I t r u s t  my p o s s e s s i o n s  
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t o  him, c a n  I t r u s t  h i s  word ,  can  I c o u n t  on h i s  a l l e g -  
i a n c e ? )  and  g r a n t e d  t h a t  t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s  a r e  more 
f r a g i l e  t h a n  t h e  n a t u r a l  v i r t u e s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e y  a r e  
n o t  so f r a g i l e  t h a t  one  l a p s e  is f a t a l  t o  t h e i r  s u r v i v a l  
i n  a p e r s o n .  They may n o t  s u r v i v e  unharmed, b u t  s u r v i v e  
t h e y  may, and  t h e i r  r e f l e c t i o n  i n  r e p u t a t i o n  may r e g i s t e r  
b o t h  t h e  l i m i t s  of a p e r s o n ' s  v i r t u e ' s  r e a c h  and any  re- 
co rded  l a p s e s  w i t h i n  t h a t  f i e l d .  One b l o t  on  o n e ' s  copy- 
book need  n o t  d e s t r o y  r e p u t a t i o n  n o r  condemn one  t o  s o c i a l  
o s t r a c i s m .  

The a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s ,  t h e n ,  a r e  more l i k e  chas -  
t i t y ,  as  it is norma l ly  u n d e r s t o o d ,  t h a n  l i k e  v i r g i n i t y  -- 
t h e y  a r e  n o t  so f r a g i l e  a s  t o  be d e s t r o y e d  by one  l a p s e .  
But  when Hume, a f t e r  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  s p e c i a l  f reedom 
g r a n t e d  t o  p r i n c e s ,  t u r n s  t o  t h e  s p e c i a l  r e s t r i c t i o n  placed 
on women, when h e  t u r n s  t o  c o n s i d e r  c h a s t i t y ,  h e  t r e a t s  i t  
a s  c o n c e p t u a l l y  ana logous  t o  v i r g i n i t y ,  an a l l  o r  n o t h i n g  
a f f a i r ,  an  i n v i o l a t e  s t a t e  o f  a p e r s o n  n o t  y e t  s educed  
i n t o  r u i n .  T h i s  is b e c a u s e  t h e  t r u s t  h e  associates w i t h  
t h e  v i r t u e  is t r u s t  conce rned  w i t h  g u a r a n t e e  o f  p a t e r n i t y .  
The v i t a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of which  c h i l d r e n  a r e  o n e ' s  own 
c a n n o t  b e  made by t h e  male p a r e n t  u n l e s s  h e  t r u s t s  t h e  
female, and  t r u s t s  h e r  e x c l u s i v e  a t t a c h m e n t  t o  him, by 
Hume's a c c o u n t .  S t r i c t l y ,  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  a t t a c h m e n t  is 
needed  o n l y  d u r i n g  a l imi t ed  p e r i o d ,  i f  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  is 
t h e  one  Hume g i v e s .  The re  is n o  c o n c e p t u a l  r e a s o n  why 
c h a s t i t y  s h o u l d  n o t  be mere ly  month-long e x c l u s i v e  s e x u a l  
f i d e l i t y ,  and t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  i t  l o s t  o n l y  by known 
s w i t c h e s  o f  s e x u a l  p a r t n e r  w i t h i n  any one  p e r i o d  o f  pos-  
s ib le  c o n c e p t i o n .  Hume d o e s  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h i s ,  b u t  had  h e  
done so, h e  c o u l d  have  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  e x a g g e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
demand f o r  c h a s t i t y ,  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  i t s  r a t i o n a l e ,  i n  t h e  
same way h e  does for  modes ty ,  namely t h e  human t endency  
to  c a r r y  g e n e r a l  r u l e s  beyond t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r i n c i p l e  
(T573) e s p e c i a l l y  when t h a t  p r i n c i p l e  goes  a g a i n s t  a n a t -  
u r a l  t endency .  We must s h o o t  beyond t h e  t a r g e t  t o  h i t  t h e  
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t a r g e t .  A more general  r e s t r i c t i o n  may be less l i k e l y  t o  

b e  c r i t i c a l l y  examined  b y  i t s  v ic t ims  t h a n  one o f  s u c h  
baroque c o m p l e x i t y  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  p r o b e  f o r  a 
r a t i o n a l e .  P r a c t i c a l i t y  demands a s i m p l e  r u l e ,  where  
t h e r e  i s  a n y  case f o r  a r e s t r i c t i o n .  Hume s a y s  t h a t  i f  t h e  

r u l e  made a n  e x c e p t i o n  f o r  women pas t  t h e  a g e  of  c h i l d -  
b e a r i n g  t h e  example of t h e  o l d  would be p e r n i c i o u s  t o  t h e  
young and . . .  women, c o n t i n u a l l y  f o r e s e e i n g  t h a t  a c e r t a i n  
age would  b r i n g  them t h e  t i b e r t y  o f  i n d u z g e n c e ,  would 
n a t u r a l l y  advance  t h o t  p e r i o d ,  and t h i n k  more l i g h t l y  o f  
t h i s  u h o l e  d u t y ,  s o  r e q u i s i t e  t o  s o o i e t y  ( E 2 0 8 ) .  

I n  d e t e r m i n i n g  which  c h i l d r e n  are  o n e ' s  own t h e r e  
i s  i n e q u a l i t y  of n e e d  f o r  t r u s t ,  s i n c e  n o  m o t h e r  n e e d  de-  
p e n d  on a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h  c h i l d  is h e r  
c h i l d .  From t h i s  t r i v i a Z  and anatoni ica l  o b s e r v a t i o n  i8 
d e r i u ' d  t h a t  v a s t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w i z t  t h e  ctlrtcatiori ' i t t t l  

d u t i e s  o f  t h e  two s e x e s  ( T 5 7 1 ) .  By Hume's a c c o u n t  t h e  
male n e e d s  t o  know w h i c h  c h i l d r e n  are h i s  c h i l d r e n  more 
t h a n  does t h e  f e m a l e ,  since h e  is  e x p e c t e d  n o t  m e r e l y  t o  
g i v e  a l o o s e  t o  l o v e  and t e n d e r n e s s  b u t  a l s o  t o  undergo 
c h e e r f u l l y  a l l  t h e  f a t i g u e s  & expence8  (T570 e m p h a s i s  
a d d e d )  of c h i l d  care. He also w a n t s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  h i s  

p r o p e r t y  is n o t  p a s s e d  on t o  a wrong o b j e c t  (w.), by 
Ilume's e a r l i e r  account OF t h e  ' n a t u r a l '  r i g h t  of s u c c e s -  

s i o n  ( T 5 1 0 f f ) .  The f e m b l c  p a r e n t  may t r u s t  t h e  male  t o  
s h a r e  t h e  f a t i g u e s  of c h i l d  care, b u t  by Hume's a c c o u n t  
it is  t h e  males who are most v u l n e r a b l e  t o  b r e a c h  o f  t r u s t ,  
who are f o r c e d  i n t o  t r u s t ,  by t h a t  l a c k  o f  s e c u r i t y  
c o n c e r n i n g  w h i c h  o b j e c t s  are t h e i r  own, d u e  t o  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  s i n c e ,  i n  t h e  c o p u l a t i o n  of t h e  s e i e s ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  
o f  g e n e r a t i o n  yoes  f rom t h e  man t o  t h e  woman, an e r r o r  may 
e a s i l y  t a k s  pZace on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  f o r m e r ,  t h o '  it be  
u t t e r l y  i m p o s s i b l e  w i t h  regard  t o  t h e  l a t t e r  (T571) .  

Hume's a c c o u n t  of t h e  demand f o r  f e m a l e  c h a s t i t y  
d e p e n d s  upon h i s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r e m i s e s  t h a t  men w i l l  be 
u n w i l l i n g  t o  care f o r  c h i l d r e n  n o t  believed t o  be bio- 
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l o g i c a l l y  t h e i r  own, as w e l l  as on h i s  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  and  
"ana tomica l "  p r e m i s s e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  n a t u r a l  u n c e r t a i n t y  

of p a t e r n i t y .  I t  a l s o  depends  upon an  a s sumpt ion  made b u t  
n o t  s t a t e d ,  namely t h a t  a s o c i e t y  be b o t h  p a t r i a r c h a l ,  so 

t h a t  c o n t r o l  o f  "expences"  is i n  male h a n d s ,  and p a t r i -  
l i n e a l ,  so t h a t  p r o p e r t y  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  male l i n e .  I n  
a m a t r i a r c h a l  and m a t r i l i n e a l  s o c i e t y  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t r u e  
p a t e r n i t y  would become a s  " t r i v i a l "  as  t h e  a n a t o m i c a l  
f a c t s  which make error t h e r e  so e a s y .  

t h a t  a d o u b l e  s t a n d a r d  o p e r a t e  n o t  o n l y  be tween t h e  s e x e s ,  

b u t  w i t h i n  t h e  f ema le  s e x  also. Al though Hume s a y s  t h a t  
s p e c i a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  are imposed o v e r  t h e  whole s e x  
(T573) ,  h i s  a c c o u n t  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e r e  be some women 
a v a i l a b l e  a s  p a r t n e r s  f o r  t h o s e  debauch ' d  ba tche  l o r e  
(T572) and  s t r a y i n g  husbands  who are g r a n t e d  a g r e a t e r  

l i b e r t y  of i n d u l g i n g  t h e i r  a p p e t i t e s  i n  v e n e r e a l  e n j o y -  
ment (T573). As Hume knew v e r y  w e l l ,  n e i t h e r  t h e  s e r v a n t  

women a t  Ninewells  n o r  t h e  r o y a l  mistresses of P a r i s  

a s p i r e d  t o  b e  mothers  of c h i l d r e n  o f  r e c o g n i z e d  l i n e a g e  
and  t i t l e  to  p r o p e r t y ,  so c o u l d  a f f o r d  t o  r i s k  bad fame 
(T571) by t h e i r  l eodnese  and impudence (T572) .  H i s  

con tempora ry ,  Bernard  M a n d e v i l l e ,  is v e r y  c lear  on  t h i s  
p o i n t :  "If c o u r t e z a n s  and strumpets were t o  b e  p r o s e c u t e d  
w i t h  a s  much v i g o u r  as some s i l l y  p e o p l e  would have i t ,  
what  l o c k s  and  b a r s  would b e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  
honour  of o u r  wives  and d a u g h t e r s  ....... i t  is m a n i f e s t  t h a t  
t h e r e  is a n e c e s s i t y  of s a c r i f i c i n g  one  p a r t  of womankind 
t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  o t h e r ,  and  p r e v e n t  a f i l t h i n e s s  o f  a more 
h e i n o u s  n a t ~ r e . " ~  
n i z e s  t h e s e  simple t r u t h s ,  b u t  h i s  emphas is  i n  t h e  c h a p t e r  
"Of C h a s t i t y  and Modesty" is on t h e  role of t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  
v i r t u e  of c h a s t i t y  i n  p e r s u a d i n g  males t o  s h a r e  r e s p o n s i -  
b i l i t y  f o r  c h i l d - r e a r i n g ,  and t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a l l  women 
f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d b e a r i n g  role. H e  sees c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  
h e a r t  of t h e  p rob lem c o n c e r n s  t h e  role of c h i l d b e a r i n g ,  t h e  

Another  s u p p r e s s e d  p r e m i s s  i n  Hume's a c c o u n t  is 

Hume knows and  by i m p l i c a t i o n  recog-  
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r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c h i l d - r e a r i n g ,  t h e  u n a l t e r a b l e  d i v i s i o n  
of  t h e  l a b o r  f o r  t h e  f o r m e r ,  t h e  s o c i a l l y  c o n t r i v e d  d i v -  
i s i o n  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r ,  and t h e  compl ica t ing  
t h r e a d  of t r u s t  t y i n g  t h e  s e x u a l  p a r t i e s  t o g e t h e r  i n  d i f -  
f e r e n t  sorts o f  dependency. 

e a r l i e r  p e r c e i v e d  by me, a s  s e x i s t  i n  tone and c o n t e n t ,  
b u t  now I f i n d  it remarkab le  f o r  i ts  d e v a s t a t i n g  c l a r i t y ,  
i ts  e x p o s u r e  of t h e  d o u b l e  s t a n d a r d  as a " u s e f u l "  means of 
i n d u l g i n g  t h e  v a n i t y  o f  s o c i a l l y  power fu l  ma les ,  and as a 
r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e i r  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  s h a r e  t h e  costs o f  c h i l d -  
b e a r i n g ,  t h e i r  s t i n g i n e s s  or conf in 'd  g e n e r o e i t y  (T495) 
i n  a s sumpt ion  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  new members of  s o c i e t y .  
Hume d o e s  n o t  minimize  t h e  costs o f  t h e  a r t i f i c e  t o  women. 
U n l i k e  Mandev i l l e ,  h e  does n o t  see t h e  d r i v e  f o r  s e x u a l  
p l e a s u r e  a s  o r i g i n a t i n g  o n l y  i n  t h e  males. The p r i n c i p l e  
of g e n e r a t i o n  may go  f rom t h e  man t o  t h e  woman, b u t  t h e  
p l e a s u r e  p r i n c i p l e  is s e e n  a s  o p e r a t i n g  a s  or  more s t r o n g l y  
i n  f e m a l e s  t h a n  i n  males: A l l  human c r e a t u r e n ,  e e p e c i a l l y  
of the  female  s e t ,  a re  a p t  t o  over look  remote motive8 i n  
favour  of any p r e s e n t  t e m p t a t i o n :  the t empta t ion  i s  here 
the  s t r o n g e s t  imaginable  ... (T571).  Some r e a d e r s  of  Hume 
may f i n d  these words e v i d e n c e  for r a t h e r  t h a n  a g a i n s t  h i s  
s e x i s m ,  b u t  i t  o u g h t  to  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  Hume's i d e a l  f o r  
human b e i n g s  is n o t  a p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  remote i n t e r e s t  o v e r  
c o n t i g u o u s  a g r e e a b l e  p l e a s u r e ,  b u t  an a l i g n m e n t  of  t h e  two. 
H e d o n i s t i c  i n d u l g e n c e  is n o  worse a f a u l t ,  on h i s  a c c o u n t ,  
t h a n  cold c a l c u l a t i o n  of i n t e r e s t ,  n e g l e c t  of t h e  a g r e e a b l e  
f o r  t h e  u s e f u l .  Throughout t h e  Treatise,  i n  Book Two i n  
t h e  s e c t i o n  on the amorous p a s s i o n  i n  Book T h r e e  i n  h i s  
a c c o u n t  o f  s e x u a l  un ion  a s  the  o r i g i n a l  p r i n c i p l e  (T486) 
o f  human s o c i e t y ,  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  f a m i l y  as t h e  f o r e r u n n e r  
of  a r t i f i c e - s e c u r e d  societies,  i n  t h e  nice reverse sexism 
o f  h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  v i r t u e  of  b e i n g  what  we c a l l  
good women'a msn (T614) ,  as w e l l  as i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  on  
c h a s t i t y  and  modesty,  Hume shows h imse l f  i n  h i s  w r i t i n q s ,  

H u m ' s  c h a p t e r  is sometimes p e r c e i v e d ,  and was 
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a s  he  d i d  i n  h i s  l i f e ,  r emarkab ly  f r e e  of d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  
sex ism.  Even h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  n o t e  t h e  s o c i a l l y  c o n t r i v e d  
c o n d i t i o n  o f  p a t r i l i n e a l  s u c c e s s i o n  a s  a needed  background 
for  t h e  v i r t u e  o f  f ema le  c h a s t i t y  is o n l y  a l o c a l  f a i l u r e .  
E l sewhere5  h e  showed c o n s i d e r a b l e  awareness  o f  and  i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h a t  c o n v e n t i o n ,  a n  awareness  h e l p e d  by h i s  h i g h  esteem 
f o r  h i s  mother ,  and by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e r  s e x  p r e v e n t e d  
h e r  from i n h e r i t i n g  t h e  F a l c o n e r  f a m i l y  t i t l e .  

u n n a t u r a l ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  c o m b a t t i n g  n a t u r a l  d e s i r e  so 
g r e a t ,  t h a t  t h e  a r t i f i c e  o f  c h a s t i t y  needs  t h e  supplement -  
a t i o n  o f  t h e  sister v i r t u e  o f  modesty. F e a r  o f  bad fame 
f o r  l a p s e s  from c h a s t i t y  is i n s u f f i c i e n t  as a motive :  a 
woman may s t i l l  f l a t t e r  h e r e e l f  s h e  s h a l l  f i n d  c e r t a i n  
meane o f  s e c u r i n g  h e r  r e p u t a t i o n  and p r e v e n t i n g  a l l  t h e  
p e r n i c i o u e  coneequencee  o f  h e r  p l e a s u r e .  T i e  n e c e e e a r y ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  b e e i d e e  t h e  in famy  a t t e n d i n g  euch  l i c e n e e e  , 
t h e r e  ehou ' d  b e  Rome p r e c e d i n g  backwardnese o r  dread . .  . 
(T571-2). Modesty p r e p a r e s  t h e  way f o r  c h a s t i t y ,  and llume 
p r e s e n t s  i t  5 a s o c i a l l y  approved  d e f o r m a t i o n ,  l i k e  
Ch inese  f o o t - b i n d i n g .  Here Mandev i l l e  i s  more e x p l i c i t  
t h a n  Hume: "Miss is  s c a r c e  t h r e e  y e a r s  o l d  b u t  s h e  is 
spoke  t o  e v e r y  day  t o  h i d e  h e r  l e g ,  and rebuked  i n  good 
e a r n e s t  i f  s h e  shows it, w h i l e  l i t t l e  master a t  t h e  same 
a g e  is b i d  t o  t a k e  up h i s  coats and p i s s  l i k e  a man."6 
Hume emphas izes  t h e  e x a g g e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  demand f o r  modesty 
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  i t s  r a t i o n a l e :  Men have undoub ted ly  an 
i m p l i c i t  n o t i o n  t h a t  a l l  t h o e e  i d e a e  o f  modeety  and chas -  
t i t y  have  a regard  t o  g e n e r a t i o n  ...y e t  t h e  g e n e r a l  r u l e  
c a r r i e s  ue beyond t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r i n c i p l e  and makes U B  e x -  
t e n d  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  modeety  o v e r  t h e  whole  e e x ,  f r o m  t h e i r  
e a r l i e e t  i n f a n c y  t o  t h e i r  e x t r e m e e t  o l d  age  and i n f i r m i t y  
(T573).  

Hume c o n s i d e r s  t h e  demand f o r  f ema le  c h a s t i t y  so 

Hume r e g a r d s  it a s  so o b v i o u s  (T570) t h a t  f ema le  
c h a s t i t y  and  e z t e r i o r  modes ty  have  no f o u n d a t i o n  i n  
n a t u r e  (s.) t h a t  he  s a y s  any d o u b t s  h i s  r e a d e r  may have  
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c o n c e r n i n g  h i s  g e n e r a l  t h e s i s  t h a t  some v i r t u e s  depend upon 
u s e f u l  a r t i f i c e s  w i l l  b e  removed by a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  
modesty and c h a s t i t y .  
s p i c u o u s  i n s t a n o e s  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  p r i n c i p l e s  
which  I have  i n s i s t e d  on (w.). 
Conspicuous  i n s t a n c e s  of  a r t i f i c i a l  c o n t r i v a n c e  though 
t h e y  may b e ,  t h e y  a r e  a lso c o u n t e r  i n s t a n c e s  t o  t h r e e  i m -  
p o r t a n t  i n g r e d i e n t s  in t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  Hume i n s i s t e d  on i n  
h i s  t r e a t m e n t  of  t h e  main a r t i f i c i a l  vir tues ,  h o n e s t y ,  
f i d e l i t y  t o  promises, and l o y a l t y .  F i r s t l y ,  they were 
c l a i m e d  t o  be dependen t  on obv ioue  and a b s o l u t e l y  neoes -  
s a r y  a r t i f i c e s  (T4841, and so t o  b e  ae n a t u r u l  a s  a n y t h i n g  
wh ich  p r o c e e d s  i m m e d i a t e l y  f r o m  o r i g i n a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  w i  t h -  
o u t  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  t h o u g h t  or r e f l e x i o n  (T484). No 
s u c h  c l a i m  is made f o r  c h a s t i t y  and modesty,  which a r e  
p r e s e n t e d  a s  u s e f u l  b u t  dependen t  upon h i g h l y  u n n a t u r a l ,  
n o t  n a t u r a l ,  social  c o n t r i v a n c e s .  C h a s t i t y  is vague ly  
related by Hume t o  f i d e Z i t y  t o  t h e  marr iage  bed  (E206) 
and so to f i d e l i t y  t o  p r o m i s e s ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  r e d u c i b l e  t o  
a s p e c i a l  case o f  t h a t ,  s i n c e  the o b l i g a t i o n  o f  c h a s t i t y  i s  
supposed  t o  l i e  on a l l  women, r e g a r d l e s s  of  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
c o n t e n t  o f  p romises  t h e y  have  made. T h i s  i n f l e x i b l e  
unva ry ing  r e q u i r e m e n t  l e a v e s  room for c h o i c e  o n l y  w i t h  res- 
p e c t  t o  which male s h a l l  b e  t h e  one  s e x u a l  p a r t n e r ,  and so 
c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  t h e  a d a p t a b i l i t y  of  promise, which i s  warpld 
i n t o  a s  many d i f f e r e n t  forms  as t h a t  ( s o c i a l )  i n t e r e s t  r e -  
q u i r e s  (T524). V o l u n t a r y  b i n d i n g  of o n e s e l f  by a p romise  
is a n a t u r a l  a r t i f i c e ;  b u t  t h e  n o n v o l u n t a r y  o ther - imposed  
o b l i g a t i o n s  o f  modesty and  c h a s t i t y  are p o r t r a y e d  by Hume 
as c o n t r a r y  t o  n a t u r e ,  as the f o r c e d  backwardness  t o  t h e  
approaohes  o f  a p l easure , ,  t o  which  n a t u r e  has  i n s p i r ' d  s o  

s t r , , i i g  a p t * o p e n s i t y ;  and a p r o p e n s i t y  t h a t  ' t i e  a b s o t u t e l y  
n e c e s s a r y  i n  t h e  end t o  comply w i t h ,  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  
t h e  s p e c i e s  (T572). There  may be a senae  of common 
i n t e r e s  t (T490) l y i n g  b e h i n d  r e c o g n i t i o n  of  t h i s  v i r t u e ,  
b u t  i t  is not a s e n s e  of e q u a l  i n t e r e s t .  

These ,  h e  s a y s ,  are s t i l l  more con-  

Here Hume is in error. 

7 
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The second  d i f f e r e n o e  be tween c h a s t i t y  and o t h e r  
a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s  i s  t h a t  t hey  i n v o l v e  a m o t i v e ,  a v i d i t y ,  

which corrects i t s e l f  by a r t i f i c e s , *  s i n c e  there  i e  no 

p a e e i o n . .  . capab le  of c o n t r o l l i n g  the  i n t e r a e t e d  a f f e c t i o n ,  
b u t  the  very  a f f e c t i o n  i t 6 0 l f  by an a l t e r a t i o n  of i t s  
d i r e c t i o n  (T492).  By c o n t r a s t  t h e  s e x u a l  a p p e t i t e  is  
n o t  a s e l f - c o r r e c t i n g  p a s s i o n ,  b u t  is c o r r e c t e d ,  on Hume's 
a c c o u n t ,  by i n d e p e n d e n t  m o t i v e s ,  conce rn  t h a t  o n e ' s  c h i l d -  

r e n  r e c e i v e  p a t e r n a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  and i n h e r i t a n c e .  Concern 
f o r  t h e  " s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  s p e c i e s "  is n o t  wha t  corrects 
s e x u a l  d e s i r e .  What corrects i t  is male v a n i t y  and l a c k  of 
g e n e r o s i t y ,  f ema le  conce rn  f o r  r e p u t a t i o n ,  and t h e  conce rn  
o f  b o t h  s e x e s  f o r  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  and p r i v i l e g e  o f  t h o s e  
i n d i v i d u a l  members of t h e  species who are b i o l o g i c a l l y  
" t h e i r  own". The whole r e p r o d u c t i v e  p r o c e s s  i n  t h e  s p e c i e s  
may correct i t s e l f ,  b u t  i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  s e x u a l  a p p e t i t e  and  
p a r e n t a l  c o n c e r n  are s e p a r a t e  p a s s i o n s .  

modesty a r e  u n l i k e  t h e  o t h e r s ,  i n  Hume's t r e a t m e n t  o f  them, 
i n  t h e  emphas i s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  con- 
s t a n c y  o f  b e h a v i o r ,  as d i s t i n c t  f rom c o n s t a n c y  i n  a pop- 
u l a t i o n .  Up u n t i l  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  P a r t  I1 o f  Book T h r e e  Hume 
had emphas ized  t h e  need  f o r  g e n e r a l  c o n s i s t e n c y  o f  be- 
h a v i o r  w i t h i n  a p o p u l a t i o n  i f  a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s  are t o  
merit r e c o g n i t i o n ,  and so, s i n c e  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e ,  u n l i k e  
t h a t  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  v i r t u e s ,  depends  upon r e c o g n i t i o n ,  if 
t h e y  are t o  e x i s t  a t  a l l .  R e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  demand f o r  gen- 
e r a l  c o n s i s t e n c y ,  b u t  n o t  v e r y  c l e a r l y  or p e r s u a s i v e l y  
r e l a t e d ,  i s  h i s  emphas is  on i n d i v i d u a l  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  
i n t r a - l i f e  c o n s i s t e n c y ,  or  v i r t u e ,  and on t h e  r i s k  of  l o s i n g  
i t  by a s i n g l e  t h e f t ,  b r e a c h  o f  c o n t r a c t ,  or t r e a c h e r o u s  
a c t .  When h e  t u r n s  t o  c h a s t i t y  t h e  s p o t l i g h t  & on E- 
v i d u a l  s p o t l e s s  l i f e - l o n g  r e p u t a t i o n ,  n o t  on c o n s i s t e n c y  
w i t h i n  a p o p u l a t i o n .  Indeed ,  as I have  shown, for Hume's 
a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  a s p e c i a l  demand f o r  c h a s t i t y  
imposed on women b u t  n o t  men t o  work a t  a l l ,  he  assumes 

- 

T h i r d l y ,  t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s  o f  c h a s t i t y  and 
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t h a t  a c o n v e n i e n t  number o f  t h e  f e m a l e  p o p u l a t i o n  w i l l  be 
immodest  a n d  u n c h a s t e .  The modes ty  a n d  c h a s t i t y  o f  m o t h e r s  
o f  s o n s  of w e a l t h y  males may be u s e f u l  t o  t h o s e  males b u t  
are c o n s p i c u o u s  c o u n t e r  i n s t a n c e s  t o  t h e  c la im t h a t  1 
s h o u l d  be  t h e  c u l l y  of my i n t e g r i t y  i f  I a l o n e  s h o u ' d  i m -  
p o s e  upon m y s e l f  u s e v e r e  r e s t r a i n t  a m i d s t  t h e  Z i c e n t i o u s -  

n e s s  o f  o t h e r s  (T535). The l i c e n t i o u s n e s s  of o t h e r  women 
w i l l  n o t  o n l y  n o t  d i m i n i s h  t h e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  v i r t u o u s  wi fe ' s  
" f i d e l i t y  t o  t h e  marriage bed,'' i f  t ha t  p o i n t  is a s s u r a n c e  
f o r  t h e  h u s b a n d  of h i s  p a t e r n i t y  o f  h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  w i l l  
b e  d e p e n d e d  upon t o  relieve h e r  f r o m  t h e  i m p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  
t h o s e  " d e b a u c h ' d  b a c h e l o r s "  a n d  s t r a y i n g  h u s b a n d s  who make 
up  t h e  male p o p u l a t i o n ,  by Hume's a c c o u n t .  I t  i s  n o t  con- 
s i s t e n c y  i n  a p o p u l a t i o n  w h i c h  i s  e m p h a s i z e d  i n  t h e  "ration- 
a le"  Hume g i v e s  o f  c h a s t i t y ,  b u t  c o n s i s t e n c y  w i t h i n  an 
i n d i v i d u a l  l i f e .  I f  t h e  p o i n t  of t h e  v i r t u e  i s  a s s u r a n c e  of 

t r u e  p a t e r n i t y ,  t h e n  " f i d e l i t y  t o  t h e  m a r r i a g e  bed" can be 

as d e c i s i v e l y  d e s t r o y e d  by o n e  lapse as c a n  v i r g i n i t y .  Hume 
shows some u n e a s i n e s s  over t h e  correct c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  

t h e s e  v i r t u e s  by h i s  i n c l u s i o n  o f  " f i d e l i t y "  i n  a l i s t  o f  
n a t u r a l  v i r t u e s  a t  T603. T h i s  c a n n o t  be f i d e l i t y  t o  prom- 

ises ,  which  is d e f i n i t e l y  a n  a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e ,  n o t  s u r e l y  
is it  c h a s t i t y .  Some more p r i m i t i v e  and n o n d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  

v i r t u e ,  f i d e l i t y  t o  an i n f o r m a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  be tween l o v e r s  

w h i c h  " u n i t e s  them and p r e s e r v e s  t h e i r  u n i o n "  (T486)  may 
be t h e  n a t u r a l  v i r t u e  which  h a s  one f o r m a l  f e a t u r e  Hume 
r e q u i r e s  o f  c h a s t i t y ,  namely  t h a t  o n e  l a p s e  d e s t r o y s  it by 

d e s t r o y i n g  t r u s t .  
T h a t  some s u c h  m u t u a l  f i d e l i t y  i s  a Humean v i r t u e  

is c lear  from h i s  references t o  t h e  v i r t u e  of c o n s t a n c y  i n  
f r i e n d s h i p ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
divorce, i n  h i s  l a t e r  e s s a y ,  i s  g r o u n d e d  i n  p a r t  on h i s  be- 
l i e f  t h a t  f r i e n d s h i p  is  t h e  c h i e f  e l e m e n t  i n  m a r r i a g e .  lle 
o p p o s e s  divorce n o t  m e r e l y  because of i t s  s u p p o s e d  ill 
e f f e c t s  on c h i l d r e n  and on t h e  b i r t h r a t e ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e  

m a r r i a g e  k t i o t . .  . c h i e f l y  s u b s i s t s  by  friendship (LMP107) 8 
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and  f r i e n d s h i p  t h r i v e s  unde r  c o n s t r a i n t  and  r e q u i r e s  an  
e x p e c t a t i o n  of permanence. I f  t h e r e  i s  t o  be t h i s  g r e a t  
good of f r i e n d s h i p  between husband and w i f e ,  some sor t  of 
f i d e l i t y  w i l l  b e  e s s e n t i a l ,  w h e t h e r  or n o t  i t  b e  t h a t  ex- 
c l u s i v e  s e x u a l  f i d e l i t y  Hume t h o u g h t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  r e n d e r -  
i n g  t h e  u n i o n  e n t i r e  and t o t a l  (=.). I t  is c o n c e i v a b l e  
t h a t  e x c l u s i v e  s e x u a l  f i d e l i t y  i s  one  of t h o s e  pseudo  
v i r t u e s  which s t u p i f y  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and harden  t h e  
h e a r t ,  Ob8CUre t h e  f a n c y  and s o u r  t h e  temper  (E270). Such 
f i d e l i t y  as i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  m a r r i a g e  must b e  mutua l ,  i f  t h e  
f r i e n d s h i p  is t o  be be tween e q u a l s ,  as Hume implies t h a t  it 
must b e .  E a r l i e r  i n  t h e  same e s s a y  h e  opposes  polygamy 
b e c a u s e  t h i s  s o v e r e i g n t y  of t h e  male i 8  a r e a l  u s u r p a t i o n ,  
and d e s t r o y 8  t h a t  n e a r n e s s  o f  r a n k ,  n o t  t o  say e q u a l i t y ,  
wh ' ih  n a t u r e  has e s t a b l i s h e d  be tween  t h e  s e z e 8 .  Ue a r e  by 
n a t u r e  t h e i r  l o v e r s ,  t h e i r  f r i e n d s ,  t h e i r  p a t r o n s :  would 
we w i l l i n g l y  ezchange  such e n d e a r i n g  a p p e l l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  
barbarous  t i t l e  o f  mas te r  and t y r a n t ?  (LMP109). 

Bu t  e v e n  i n  monogamous m a r r i a g e ,  on Hume's a c c o u n t  
o f  i t ,  t h e  males  have  however r e g r e t f u l l y ,  made such  an 
exchange ,  s i n c e  t h e y  demand more c h a s t i t y  t h a n  t h e y  g i v e  - 
p e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  g i v e  t h a t  monetary  ' p a t r o n a g e '  which 
Hume sees a s  t h e  male's p r o v i n c e .  Hume i s  n o t  e x p l i c i t  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  of  c h a s t i t y  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  ma les ,  
b u t  i s  c o n t e n t  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n s  b e a r  n e a r l y  
t h e  same p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n s  o f  women a s  t h e  
o b l i g a t i o n s  o f  t h e  taw of n a t i o n 8  do t o  t h e  law o f  n a t u r e  
(T5731. T h i s  i s  a dange rous  compar i son ,  i f  Hume b e l i e v e s  
a f r i e n d s h i p  between e q u a l s  to be t h e  basis of  a m a r r i a g e .  
H e  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  m o r a l i t y  o f  p r i n c e s  has t h e  8ame e z t e n t ,  
y e t  i t  has  n o t  t h e  same f o r c e  a s  t h a t  o f  p r i v a t e  p e r s o n s ,  
and may l a w f u l l y  be t r a n s g r e s s e d  f o r  a more t r i v i a l  m o t i v e  
(T568). Males t h e n  have  an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  b e  as c h a s t e  a s  

women, b u t  a r e ,  l i k e  p r i n c e s ,  more r e a d i l y  f o r g i v e n ,  
excused  f o r  lapses. T h i s  a c c o r d s  b a d l y  w i t h  Hurne's p r o p e r  
e v a l u a t i o n  of  t h e  impor t ance  of f r i e n d s h i p  i n  m a r r i a g e ,  
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a n d  i t s  i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  w i t h  male s o v e r e i g n t y .  T h a t  "en-  

t i r e  and t o t a l  u n i o n "  w h i c h  h e  t a k e s  as t h e  t e l o s  of mar- 
r i a g e  would  seem t o  be p o s s i b l e  o n l y  i f  w h a t e v e r  res t r ic t -  
i o n s  t h e r e  a r e  on s e x u a l  f r e e d o m  be m u t u a l .  

I t h i n k  flume was a w a r e  o f  t h e s e  t e n s i o n s  i n  h i s  
a c c o u n t  o f  w h a t  m a r r i a g e  demands. He h i m s e l f  n e v e r  r i s k e d  
i t ,  p r e f e r r i n g  close,  n o n - t y r a n n i c a l  ( i f  a l s o  sometimes 
p a t r o n i z i n g )  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  women, w h e r e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
of l o v e  and  f r i e n d s h i p  c o u l d  t a k e  p r e c e d e n c e  t h e  
e u g e n i c  a n d  s o c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  t h e  r a t i o n -  
a l e  f o r  m a r r i a g e  b e t w e e n  c h a s t e  f e m a l e s  and  less c h a s t e  
males. His r L : e r e n c e  t o  f i d e l i t y ,  i n  h i s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  tltr 

n a t u r a l  v i r t u e s ,  a t  T603, o c c u r s  i n  a l i s t  o f  v a l u a b l e  
t h i n g s  a n d  w h a t  p r e c e d e s  f i d e l i t y  o n  t h a t  l i s t  is f r i e n d -  
s h i p .  H e  h i m s e l f  seems t o  h a v e  o p t e d  f o r  a v e r s i c n  of t h a t ,  
f o r e g o i n g  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n s  a n d  costs o f  " t h e  a p p e t i t e  f o r  
g e n e r a t i o n " .  

The a r t i f i c e  o f  m a r r i a g e  w i t h  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  a 

d o u b l e  s t a n d a r d  is, t h e n ,  n o t  a case where  a r t i f i c e  coni- 

p l e t e s  n a t u r e ,  b u t  o n e  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  a d i r e c t  c o n f l i c t  

b e t w e e n  t h e  a s y m m e t r i c  s e x u a l  f i d e l i t y  i t  r e q u i r e s  and  t h a t  
more n a t u r a l  m u t u a l  f i d e l i t y  o f  l o v e r s  a n d  f r i e n d s  on which 

m a r r i a g e  s u p p o s e d l y  subsists. Had IIurne f o l l o w e d  o u t  t h e  

i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  h i s  a c c o u n t  h e  m i g h t  h a v e  s e e n  t l i a t  t h c  
p a s s i o n s  w h i c h  n e e d  correct ion a r e  not t h e  s e x u a l  i n c l i n -  
a t i o n s  o f  e i t h e r  t h e  f e m a l e  or t h e  male but  t h e  p r o p r i e t -  

o r i a l  p a s s i o n s  o f  p a r e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  o f  t h e  m a l e  
p a r e n t .  The  n e e d  f o r  f e m a l e  c h a s t i t y  a r i s e s ,  on itume's 

a c c o u n t ,  o n l y  b e c a u s e  of t h e  n i a l e ' s  g r e a t e r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  

care f o r  c l l i l d r e n  who a l e  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  b i o l o g i c a l l y  h i s  

iiwn. F r i e n d s h i p  between h u s b a n d  a n d  w i f e  i s  s a c r i f i c e d  t o  

c a t e r  t o  t l i a t .  F o r  t h e  c a u t i o u s  j e a l o u s  n a t u r a l  v i r t u e  O P  

male " k i n d n e s s  t o  c h i l d r e n "  t o  g e t  e x p r e s s i o n ,  f e m a l e s  must: 
c u l t i v a t e  t h e  c o u n t e r - t o - n a t u r a l  v i r t u e  o f  c h a s t i t y .  Yet 
on Ilume's own a c c o u n t  o f  "mine a n d  t h i n e , "  i t  i s  a p u r e l y  
c o n v e n t i o n a l  m a t t e r ,  c h a n g e a b l e  a t  p u b l i c  w i l l ,  w h a t  c o u n t s  
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a s  "mine," f o r  a n y t h i n g  n o t  a n  i n t e r n a l  q u a l i t y  o f  mind or 

advantage of bodM (T487). One's own c h i l d r e n  t h e n  o u g h t  
t o  be  t h o s e  s o c i e t y  deems t o  be  o n e ' s  own s p e c i a l  respon-  
s i b i l i t y .  Hume does  n o t  see t h i s ,  b u t  i n  e f f e c t  assumes 
t h a t  o n l y  03 of  h i s  f i v e  ways o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  ownersh ip ,  

namely a c c e s s i o n ,  i s  to  b e  used  f o r  d e c i d i n g  which c h i l d -  
r e n  a r e  " o n e ' s  own". (Access ion  is t h e  p r i n c i p l e  which 
g i v e s  US the f r u i t e  of our garden8 and the offepring of 

o u r  c a t t l e  (T509) .) There  is n o  r e a s o n ,  i n  p r i n c i p l e ,  
why f i r s t  p o s s e s s i o n ,  o c c u p a t i o n ,  p r e s c r i p t i o n  or s u c c e s -  
s ion s h o u l d  n o t  de t e rmine  which c h i l d r e n  a r e  t r e a t e d  a s  
" b e l o n g i n g  to" a p a r t i c u l a r  a d u l t .  I f  t h e  e u g e n i c  con- 
s i d e r a t i o n s  Hume cites (E208) s u p p o r t  a p r o h i b i t i o n  on 
i n c e s t ,  t h e n  it may be s o c i a l l y  u s e f u l  or economica l  t o  
a l l o c a t e  t h e  c a r e  o f  a g i v e n  c h i l d  t o  a d u l t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
p r o h i b i t e d  d e g r e e  o f  a f f i n i t y ,  b u t  this s t i l l  would n o t  
se lect  as " f a t h e r "  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  male p a r e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n ,  
s a y ,  t h e  m o t h e r ' s  b r o t h e r .  v h e r e  9 be  ways o f  de t e rmin -  
i n g  which c h i l d  i s  o n e ' s  own which allow t h e  v i r t u e  o f  
c a r e  of o n e ' s  "own" c h i l d r e n  t o  coexist w i t h  t h e  g r e a t  good 
o f  f r i e n d s h i p  between a man and w o m a n ,  and w i t h  t h e  v i r t u e  
o f  mutua l  f i d e l i t y  t o  such  f r i e n d s h i p  and l o v e .  Hume, i f  
he d i d  n o t  draw t h e s e   implication^,^ a t  l e a s t  l a i d  o u t  t h e  
i m p o r t a n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  w i t h  u n e q u a l l e d  c l a r i t y .  
f a i l u r e  t o  s u g g e s t  any r e fo rms  may stem from h i s  pess imism,  
from a c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  care f o r  c h i l d r e n  c a n n o t  
be combined w i t h  t h e  b e s t  form o f  l o v e  between men and 
women. U n t i l  w e  have  a c a s e  o f  t h e i r  b e i n g  so combined, i n  
some proven  s u p e r i o r  a r t i f i c e ,  w e  c a n n o t  s a y  t h a t  Hume was 
wrong. 

i t  t o  be  a h i g h l y  a t y p i c a l  a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e ,  n o t  a con- 
epicuoua ins tance  (T570) of t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  he  i n s i s t e d  on 
i n  h i s  a c c o u n t  of t h e  main a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s .  I t  is 
a t y p i c a l  i n  t h a t  it c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  n a t u r a l  t e n d e n c i e s ,  and 
is n o t  shown t o  b e  " a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y " .  I t  is a l s o  

H i s  

1 0  

I have  a rgued  t h a t  Hume's a c c o u n t  o f  c h a s t i t y  shows 
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a t y p i c a l  i n  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  does i t s  p r e s e n c e  g i v e  new o c c a s -  
i o n  f o r  t h e  d i s p l a y  of n a t u r a l  v i r t u e s ,  b u t  a l so  i t  is 
n e e d e d  f o r  Hume's v e r s i o n  o f  the male v i r t u e  o f  k i n d n e s s  t o  
c h i l d r e n  t o  f i n d  i t s  p r o p e r  objects.  U n l e s s  f e m a l e s  h a v e  
t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e  o f  c h a s t i t y ,  males c n n n o t  h a v e  t h e  
n a t u r a l  v i r t u e  o f  b e i n g  i n d u l g e n t  ' f a t h e r c ,  (T606). I t  is 
a t y p i c a l  i n  t h a t  i t  i n v o l v e s  n o t  a s e l f - c o r r e c t i n g  p a s s i o n ,  
b u t  t h e  c o r r e c t i o n  of t h e  s e x u a l  a p p e t i t e  by  o t h e r  p a s s i o n s .  
I t  is a l s o  a t y p i c a l  i n  t h a t  i t s  p o s s e s s i o n  a n d  v a l u e  i n  
some women d e p e n d s  n o t  on i ts  p o s s e s s i o n  by a l l  women, b u t  
on t h e  n o n - p o s s e s s i o n  o f  it by some o f  them. T h i s  l a s t  
p o i n t  o f  d i f f e r e n c e ,  a n d  u n c l a r i t y  i n  Hume's a c c o u n t ,  i s  
a l s o  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  f o r  more o f  Hume's p h i l o s o p h y  t h a n  h i s  
e t h i c s .  I t  p o i n t s  t o  a p e r v a s i v e  l a c k  o f  c l a r i t y  c o n c e r n -  
i n g  c o n s t a n c y  i n  o n e  l i f e ,  i n  a c t i o n  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and  
c o n s t a n c y  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  courae  of n a t u r e  i n  human a c t i o n  
( T 4 0 3 ) .  Both  i n  h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  c u s t o m  o n  which  c a u s a l  
i n f e r e n c e  i s  b a s e d  a n d  i n  h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
c o n s t a n c i e s  o f  m o t i v a t i o n  o n  w h i c h  t h e  p u n i s h e r  re l ies  
(T410-412) , u n a n s w e r e d  q u e s t i o n s  ar ise  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  re- 
l a t i o n  o f  c o n s t a n c y  i n  o n e  l i f e  t o  c o n s t a n c y  a t  t h e  i n t e r -  
p e r s o n a l  l eve l ,  w i t h i n  a p o p u l a t i o n ,  w h e r e  o n e  p e r s o n ' s  
e x p e r i e n c e s  may s u p p l e m e n t  a n o t h e r ' s ,  o n e  p e r s o n ' s  
s t r e n g t h s  c o m p e n s a t e  f o r  a n o t h e r ' s  f a i l i n g s .  F o r  t h e s e  

theoret ical  r e a s o n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  i t s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  
Ilume's remarkable d e g r e e  of soc ia l  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  , o f  
h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  h a r d  core o f  s e x i s m ,  t h e  b r i e f  
c h a p t e r  "Of C h a s t i t y  a n d  Modesty" d e s e r v e s  o u r  close a t t e n -  
t i o n ,  a n d  o u r  a d m i r a t i o n .  

A n n e t t e  Baier 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  

1. A b b r e v i a t i o n s  u s e d  i n  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  lime's w o r k s  are 
as  f o l l o w s :  

T: T r e a t i s e  of Human N a t u r e ,  e d . ,  S e l b y  Bigge, 
O x f o r d ,  1888  ; r e p r i n t e d  1949.  

E: E n q u i r i e s ,  ed . ,  S e l b y  Bigge  and  N i d d i t c h ,  
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LMp: E s s a y s ,  L i t e r a r y ,  Moral and  P o l i t i c a l ,  

L e v i a t h a n , ,  Ch. 13. 

I have d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  i n  " S e c u l a r  F a i t h " .  For thcoming,  
Canadian J o u r n a l  o f  Ph i losophy .  

Bernard  Mandev i l l e ,  The F a b l e  o f  t h e  Bees, Remark H.  

See  Mossner,  L i f e  o f  David Hume, and Hume, "My Own 
L i f e  , " second  pa rag raph .  

Mandev i l l e ,  e. , Remark C. 

Hume, i n  h i s  essay "Of Polygamy and Divorces," notes 
t h a t  m a r r i a g e  t a k e s  d i f f e r e n t  forms i n  d i f f e r e n t  c u l -  
t u r e s  and c o n d i t i o n s ,  and  t h a t  In  Tonquin i t  i s  
usua l  f o r  s a i l o r e ,  when t h e  s h i p  comes i n  t o  harbour ,  
t o  marry f o r  t h e  season  and,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h i s  p r e -  
c a r i o u s  engagement ,  t h e y  a r e  assumed,  i t  i s  s a i d ,  o f  
t h e  s t r i c t e s t  f i d e l i t y  t o  t h e i r  b e d ,  a s  o e l l  as  i n  the  
whole management o f  t h e i r  a f f a i r s ,  from t h o s e  tempor-  
a r y  s p o u s e e .  (LMP107). 

I have  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  Hume's accoun t  o f  t h i s  
s e l f - c o r r e c t i o n  i n  "Hume on  Heaps and Bundles ,"  
fo r thcoming  i n  American P h i l o s o p h i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y .  

The c e n t r a l i t y  to  Hume's ph i lo sophy  of t h e  n a t u r a l  
f a m i l y ,  namely c h i l d r e n  and  t h e i r  common b i o l o g i c a l  
p a r e n t s ,  is e x p l o r e d  i n  my "Help ing  Hume t o  Compleat 
t h e  Union," fo r thcoming  i n  Ph i losophy  and Phenomeno- 
l o g i c a l  Research .  

I am i n d e b t e d  t o  William Charron  f o r  e x t r e m e l y  h e l p f u l  
comments on t h e  f i r s t  v e r s i o n  of t h i s  p a p e r ,  r e a d  a t  
t h e  Seven th  Hume Confe rence ,  Banff S p r i n g s  , September ,  
1978. ' I n  p a r t i c u l a r  I was he lped  by h i s  comments t o  
see how a male v i r t u e  depends  on an a r t i f i c i a l  female  
one ,  on Hume's accoun t .  I w a s  a l s o  provoked,  by h i s  
emphas is  on Hume's d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a conven t ion  a s  re- 
r e q u i r i n g  a " s e n s e  of common i n t e r e s t , "  t o  c o n s i d e r  
whe the r  t h e  a r t i f i c e  H u m e  d e s c r i b e s  does  s e r v e  f ema le  
i n t e r e s t s  a s  w e l l  a s  male ones .  C l e a r l y  it does  s e r v e  
t h e  i n t e r e s t s  females  have  i n  s h a r e d  c a r e  of " t h e i r "  
c h i l d r e n ,  and s e r v e s  t h e  a - tempora l  i n t e r 6 s t  t h e y  have 
i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  (and  so them- 
s e l v e s  when c h i l d r e n )  be  c a r e d  f o r .  But j u s t  a s  c l e a r l y  
i t  a l s o  goes  a g a i n s t  an i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e i r s  i n s o f a r  a s  
i t  s u b j e c t s  them t o  male s o v e r e i g n t y ,  and i s  a g a i n s t  
e v e r y o n e ' s  i n t e r e s t s  i n s o f a r  a s  i t  s u b v e r t s  t r u e  l o v e  
and f r i e n d s h i p .  None of Hume 's  a r t i E i c e s  s e r v e  t h e  
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i n t e r e s t s  of a l l  those i n v o l v e d  e q u a l l y  w e l l ,  d e s p i t e  
h i s  c l a i m  (El901 t h a t  c o n v e n t i o n s  a r i s e  o n l y  between 
t h o s e  r o u g h l y  e q u a l  i n  power t o  make t h e i r  r e s e n t m e n t s  
f e l t .  J u s t  as h e  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  it i s  b e t t e r  f o r  a l l  
p e o p l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  younger  s o n s ,  and t h e  poor ,  t h a t  
there be r u l e s  of i n h e r i t a n c e  and p r o p e r t y ,  a l t h o u g h  
some b e n e f i t  much more t h a n  o t h e r s  from t h e  d e t a i l s  
o f  t h e s e  rules, so he  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  b o t h  men and women 
had  a common, i f  u n e q u a l ,  in terest  i n  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  
o f  monogamous m a r r i a g e  be tween t h e  c h a s t e  woman and a 
less c h a s t e  man. C h a r r o n ' s  q u e s t i o n s  a l s o  l e d  m e  t o  
look  more c l o s e l y  a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  place Hume a s s i g n s  t o  
f r i e n d s h i p  i n  m a r r i a g e ,  and  t o  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  which t h a t  
might  g e n e r a t e  f o r  f i d e l i t y  even  i n  c h i l d l e s s  mar r i ages .  


