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2 0 .  

HUME ON REASON' 

One o f  t h e  main c o n c e r n s  of Hume's T r e a t i s e  of 
Human Nature2 (T)  is t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  role  t h a t  
r e a s o n  p l a y s  i n  b e l i e f  a n d  a c t i o n .  On t h e  s t a n d a r d  i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i o n ,  Hume is t a k e n  t o  a r g u e  t h a t  n e i t h e r  o u r  b e l i e f s  

n o r  o u r  a c t i o n s  are d e t e r m i n e d  by r e a s o n :  Books I a n d  I11 

are t h u s  s e e n  a s  s h a r i n g  a common theme:  t h e  d e n i g r a t i o n  
o f  r e a s o n ' s  role i n  human a f f a i r s .  A r g u i n g  f o r  t h i s  v i e w ,  

Kemp S m i t h  claims t h a t  "Hume's p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  s u b o r d i n a t -  
i o n  o f  reason t o  t h e  p a s s i o n s  r u n s  t h r o u g h  h i s  w h o l e  p h i l -  

~ s o p h y " ~ ,  n o t  m e r e l y  t h r o u g h  Books I1 a n d  111. 

T h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  Hume's e n t e r p r i s e  p r e s u p -  
p o s e s  t h a t  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  r e a s o n  whose  role i n  a c t i o n  is 
d i s c u s s e d  i n  Book I11 is t h e  same f a c u l t y  which  h a s  b e e n  

shown n o t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  b e l i e f  i n  Book I .  I n  t h i s  p a p e r  I 

a r g u e  t h a t  a u n i v o c a l  r e a d i n g  o f  ' r e a s o n '  a n d  related terms 
l i k e  ' r e a s o n i n g '  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  T r e a t i s e  h a s  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  m a j o r  i n t e r n a l  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  i n  Hume's 

p h i l o s o p h y ,  c a n n o t  a c c o u n t  f o r  some i m p o r t a n t  s e c t i o n s  o f  
t h e  work ,  a n d  l e a d s  t o  m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  
h i s  o v e r a l l  a r g u m e n t .  I n  i t s  p l a c e  I d e v e l o p  a n  i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i o n  which  a v o i d s  t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d  e m p h a s i z e s  
t h e  r ad ica l  n a t u r e  of Hume's n a t u r a l i s m .  
The Argument  o f  the  T r e a t i s e  

L e t  m e  b e g i n  by r e v i e w i n g  t h e  s a l i e n t  f e a t u r e s  o f  
t h e  main a r g u m e n t  o f  t h e  T r e a t i s e .  I n  Book I ,  Hume is con-  
c e r n e d  t o  show t h a t  o u r  most f u n d a m e n t a l  b e l i e f s  -- y., 
a b o u t  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  a n d  d i s t i n c t  e x i s t e n c e  o f  ob jec t ,  a b o u t  

w h a t  w e  are n o t  p r e s e n t l y  o b s e r v i n g ,  a n d  i n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  

t h e  s e l f  -- are n o t  a c q u i r e d  by r e a s o n ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  by t h e  
i m a g i n a t i o n ,  i n f l u e n c e d  by c u s t o m  a n d  h a b i t .  I n  a t y p i c a l  
p a s s a g e ,  h e  a r g u e s :  

Reaeon can n e v e r  ehew ue t h e  c o n n e x i o n  of one 
o b j e c t  w i t h  a n o t h e r ,  t h o '  u i d e d  by e x p e r i e n c e ,  
and t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  of t h e i r  c o n s t a n t  c o n j u n c t -  
i o n  i n  a l l  p a s t  i n s t a n c e s .  When t h e  mind,  
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t h e r e f o r e ,  p a s s e s  f r o m  t h e  i d e a  or  i m p r e s s i o n  of 
one o b j e c t  t o  t h e  i d e a  o r  b e l i e f  o f  a n o t h e r ,  i t  
i s  n o t  d e t e r m i n ' d  by r e a s o n . .  . 
In Book 111, a n d  i n  Book 11, P a r t  111, S e c t i o n  I11 

( T 9 2 I 4  

(Of t h e  i n f l u e n c i n g  m o t i v e s  of t h e  w i l l ) ,  Hume is  c o n c e r n e d  
t o  show t h a t  r e a s o n  a l o n e  can n e v e r  p r o d u c e  any a c t i o n ,  o r  
g i v e  r i s e  t o  v o l i t i o n  ( T 4 1 4 ) ,  a n d  t h e  same f a c u 2 t y  i s  a s  i t ; -  

c a p a b l e  o f  p r e v e n t i n g  v o l i t i o n ,  o r  of d i s p u t i n g  t h e  p r a f s r -  
e n c e  w i t h  any p a s s i o n  o r  e m o t i o n  (T414-415) .  Hume u s e s  t h i s  
r e s u l t  i n  Book 111, P a r t  I, S e c t i o n  I, t o  show t h a t  t h e  
r u l e s  of m o r a l i t y . .  . a r e  n o t  c o n o l u s i o n a  of our rea60n (T457). 

P r o p o n e n t s  of t h e  u n i v o c a l  r e a d i n g  o f  ' r e a s o n '  
would  h o l d  t h a t  t h e  T r e a t i s e  t h u s  c o n s t i t u t e s  a c o n t i n u o u s  
a t t a c k  o n  r e a s o n ,  s h o w i n g  t h a t  it c a u s e s  n e i t h e r  our most 
f u n d a m e n t a l  b e l i e f s  n o r  o u r  a c t i o n s  a n d  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t s .  
B u t  i f  t h i s  r e a d i n g  were correct, Hume would f a i l  to  a v a i l  
h i m s e l f  o f  a n  o b v i o u s  and p e r s u a s i v e  a r g u m e n t  f o r  t h e  con-  
c l u s i o n  h e  r e a c h e s  i n  Books I1 a n d  111, a n d  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  
b o o k s  h e  would  c o n t r a d i c t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  Book I. 
C o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  Book I a n d  Books I1 a n d  I11 

If Hume d i d  h a v e  t h e  same f a c u l t y  i n  m i : . .  t h r o u g h -  
o u t  t h e  T r e a t i s e l a  s t r o n g  a r g u m e n t  t o  show t h a t  r e a s o n  d o e s  
n o t  c a u s e  a c t i o n  would  be ava i l ab le  t o  h im i n  Books I1 a n d  
111, u t i l i z i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  h e  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Book I. 

The p r i n c i p a l  way i n  w h i c h  r e a s o n  would  be t h o u g h t  t o  i n -  
f l u e n c e  a c t i o n  i s  by i n f o r m i n g  u s  of f a c t s  a b o u t  e f f i c i e n t  
means t o  a c h i e v e  o u r  e n d s  a n d  a b o u t  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e f f e c t s  of 
a c t i o n s  -- f a c t s  a b o u t  c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n s .  S i n c e  t h e  con- 
c l u s i o n  o f  Book I i s  t h a t  j u d g m e n t s  a b o u t  c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n s  
do n o t  r e s u l t  from r e a s o n ,  i t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  e v e n  i f  s u c h  be-  
l i e f s  d i d  c a u s e  a c t i o n ,  it would  s t i l l  n o t  be t h e  c a s e  t h a t  
r e a s o n  c a u s e d  a c t i o n .  

B u t  Hume n o t  o n l y  d o e s  n o t  make s u c h  a n  a rgument  i n  
Books 11 a n d  111, h e  d e n i e s  o n e  of i t s  p r e m i s e s  -- t h e  
claim t h a t  b e l i e f s  a b o u t  c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n s  do n o t  r e s u l t  fmm 
r e a s o n  -- which  was t h e  main c o n c l u s i o n  o f  Book I. I n  t h e  
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l a t e r  b o o k s  h e  asserts r e p e a t e d l y  t h a t  r e a s o n  cause 
b e l i e f s  a b o u t  c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  Book 111, 

h e  s a y s :  
. . . r e a s o n ,  i n  a s t r i c t  and p h i l o s o p h i c a l  s e n s e ,  
can have U ~ I  i n f l u e n c e  on our  conduc t  o n l y  a f t e r  
two ways:  E i t h e r  when i t  e z c i t e u  a p a s s i o n  by 
i n f o r m i n g  u s  of  t h e  e z i e t e n c e  o f  some th ing  which  
i s  a p r o p e r  o b j e c t  o f  i t ;  o r  when i t  d i s c o v e r 8  
t h e  corinezion o f  c a u s e s  and e f f e c t e ,  so ae t o  
a f f o r d  us means o f  e z e r t i n g  any p a s s i o n .  (T459)  

Yet h e  d e n i e s  i n  Book I t h a t  r e a s o n  c a n  i n f o r m  u s  of e i t h e r  

o f  t h e s e  sorts of f a c t s .  
I n  Book I1 as  w e l l ,  i n  a r g u i n g  t h a t  reason d o e s  n o t  

p r o d u c e  a c t i o n ,  h e  assumes  t h a t  it n e v e r t h e l e s s  d o e s  p r o -  
d u c e  b e l i e f s  a b o u t  causal r e l a t i o n s .  H e  s a y s  t h a t  when w e  
h a v e  e m o t i o n s  o f  a v e r s i o n  or a p r o p e n s i t y  t o w a r d s  a n  object, 

I T ]  hese  emot ions  e z t e n d  t h e m s e l v e e  t o  t h e  causes  
and e f f e c t e  o f  t h a t  o b j e c t ,  a8 t h e y  a r e  p o i n t e d  
o u t  t o  u e  by reaeon and e z p e r i e n c e .  I t  can neuer  
'in t h e  l e a s t  concern  ue t o  know. t h a t  such  ob.jecte 
are  c a u s e s ,  and such  o t h e r s  e f f e c t s ,  i f  b o t h  t h e  
cauuee and e f f e c t e  be i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  u e .  Where 
t h e  o b j e c t s  t h e m s e l v e s  do n o t  a f f e c t  u e ,  t h e i r  
connes ion  can neuer  g i v e  them any i n f l u e n c e ;  and 
' t i n  p l a i n ,  t h a t  as reaeon  i s  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  d i s -  
cover!/ o f  t h i s  c o n n e z i o n ,  i t  canno t  be by  i t e  
means t h a t  t h e  o b j e c t 8  a r e  a b l e  t o  a f f e c t  u s .  
(2 '414,  my emphases)  

. I n  t h i s  p a s s a g e  Hume n o t  o n l y  allows t h a t  r e a s o n  
p r o d u c e s  j u d g m e n t s  a b o u t  c a u s e s  and e f f e c t s ,  h e  asserts 
t h a t  r e a s o n  is n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of s u c h  c o n n e c t i o n s .  
So h e  m u s t  g r a n t  t h a t  r e a s o n  c a n  i n f l u e n c e  a c t i o n  by  i n -  
f o r m i n g  u s  o f  s u c h  r e l a t i o n s ,  w h i l e  if h e  u s - d  t h e  r e s u l t s  
of Book I h e  c o u l d  d e n y  t h a t  r e a s o n  e v e n  h a d  a n  i n f l u e n c e ,  

s i n c e  r e a s o n  is not  w h a t  c a u s e s  u s  to h a v e  b e l i e f s  about 
c a u s a l i t y .  

Books I1 a n d  I11 ilume n o t  o n l y  f a i l s  t o  u t i l i z e  b u t  d e n i e s  

t h e  r e s u l t s  a b o u t  reason e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Book I by sub- 
s c r i b i n g  t o  Kemp S m i t h ' s  view t h a t  Book I was w r i t t e n  a f t e r  
Books I1 a n d  I11 a n d  by  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  H u m e  c h a n g e d  h i s  con-  
c c p t i o n  of r e a s o n  i n  t h e  i n t e r i m .  But  e v e n  i f  w e  were 

One m i g h t  a t t e m p t  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  
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w i l l i n g  t o  a t t r i b u t e  t o  Hume a n  i n a t t e n t i o n  so g r e a t  t h a t  h e  
d i d  n o t  notice s u c h  an i m p o r t a n t  i n c o n s i s t e n c y ,  t h e  e x p l a n -  
a t i o n  i s  i n a d e q u a t e  b e c a u s e  t h e  same c o n f l i c t  o c c u r s  be tween 

t h e  t w o  E n q u i r i e s , '  w h i c h  were w r i t t e n  l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  
T r e a t i s e .  
( E H U ) ,  Hume a g a i n  o f f e r s  t h e  argument o f  Book I o f  t h e  

T r e a t i s e  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n :  T h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  o f  thought  f rom 
t h e  cause  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  p roceeds  n o t  f rom reaeon .  f t  de-  
r i v e s  i t s  o r i g i n  a l t o g e t h e r  f rom custom and e zpe i i i encc  
( E H U  5 4 ) .  I n  t h e  E n q u i r y  C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  P r i n c i p l e s  of 
Morals (EPM), Hume r e p e a t s  t h e  a r g u m e n t  o f  t h e  T r e a t i s e  
t h a t  r e a s o n  c a n n o t  p r o d u c e  a c t i o n ,  a n d  as  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  
w o r k ,  h e  h e r e  s a y s  t h a t  reason d o e s  h a v e  a role i n  i n f l u -  
e n c i n g  a c t i o n  by  p r o d u c i n g  b e l i e f s  a b o u t  c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n s .  

I n  Appendix  I ,  h e  p o i n t s  o u t :  

I n  t h e  E n q u i r y  C o n c e r n i n g  Human U n d e r s t a n d i n q  

[ I ] t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  r e a s o n  m u s t  e n t e r  for* a con- 
s i d e r a b l e  s h a r e  i n  a l m s i o n 8  o f  t h i s  k i n d  
[ a b o u t  t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  o f  a n y  q u a l i t y  or  ac t ion] ;  
s i n c e  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h a t  f a c u Z t y  can i n s t r u c t  u s  i n  
t h e  teridenoy o f  q u a l i t i e s  and a c t i o n s ,  a n d  p o i n t  
ou t  t h e i r  b e n e f i c i a 2  coneoquences  t o  d o c i e t y  and 
t o  t h e i r  p o s e e s e o r . .  . And a very  a c c u r a t e  reason  
o r  judgment  i e  o f t e n  r e q u i s i t e ,  t o  g i v e  t h e  t r u e  
de t e rmzna taon ,  a m i d e t  suoh i n t i a i c a t e  doub t s  
a r i s i n g  f rom obecure  o r  o p p o s i t e  u t i l i t i e s . .  . 
[ R ] e a s o n ,  when f u l l y  a s s i s t e d  and improved ,  [ i s ]  
s u f f i c i e n t  t o  i n s t r u o t  us i n  t h e  p e r n i c i o u e  or  
u e e f u l  tandenoy  o f  q u a l i t i e s  and a c t i o n s . .  . 
(EPM285-6) 

P a r a d o x e s  w i t h i n  Book I 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c o n f l i c t s  b e t w e e n  Book I a n d  t h e  
o t h e r  Books of t h e  T r e a t i s e ,  a n d  b e t w e e n  t h e  E n q u i r i e s ,  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  a u n i v o c a l  r e a d i n g  o f  ' r e a s o n '  a n d  o t h e r  
r e l a t e d  terms emerge  w i t h i n  Book I i t s e l f .  W h i l e  Hume usu-  
a l l y  d o e s  n o t  h e r e  c la im t h a t  r e a s o n  b o t h  does and  does n o t  

p r o d u c e  o u r  f u n d a m e n t a l  b e l i e f s ,  p a r a d o x e s  emerge  w i t h  re- 
g a r d  to  r e l a t e d  terms, s u c h  as  ' r e a s o n i n g ' ,  ' i n f e r e n c e '  , a n d  

t h e  v e r b  ' t o  reason ' .  On a u n i v o c a l  r e a d i n g  o f  s u c h  terms 
a n d  of ' r e a s o n ' ,  Hume is committed t o  t h e  p a r a d o x i c a l  view 
t h a t  r e a s o n  d o e s  n o t  p r o d u c e  b e l i e f s ,  e.g. a b o u t  c a u s a l  
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r e l a t i o n s ,  b u t  t h a t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  w e  do r e a s o n  a n d  o u r  be- 
l i e f s  are t h e  r e s u l t  o f  s u c h  r e a s o n i n g .  

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  T r e a t i s e  ( a n d  i n  t h e  E n q u i r y  con-  
c e r n i n g  Human U n d e r s t a n d i n g )  Hume describes t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  
t o  a b e l i e f  a b o u t  t h e  u n o b s e r v e d  as  an " i n f e r e n c e " .  F o r  
e x a m p l e ,  h e  s a y s  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  c o n s t a n t  
c o n j u n c t i o n  o f  any o b j e c t s ,  we a lways  draw an i n f e r e n c e  f r o m  
one o b j e c t  t o  a n o t h e r . .  . (TEE) .6 

Book I ,  P a r t  11, S e c t i o n  V I ,  O f  t h e  i n f e r e n c e  f r o m  t h e  i m -  
p r e s s i o n  to t h e  i d e a .  

Note t h a t  h e  e n t i t l e s  

Hunic a lso d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  a s  o n e  of 
r e a s o n i n g .  He g i v e s  a case o f  a n  object ohose  e x i s t e n c e  I 
i n f e r  by reaeon ing  (T1021,  c o n s i d e r s  a n  example o f  a man who 

comes t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  if h e  goes f o r w a r d  h e  w i l l  s i n k  a n d  
d e s c r i b e s  t h e  method i n  w h i c h  h e  p r o c e e d s  i n  h i s  r e a s o n i n g  
to  t h a t  c o n c l u s i o n ,  a n d  o f t e n  t a l k s  of o u r  r e a s o n i n g  con-  
c e r n i n g  c a u s e s  a n d   effect^.^ I n  o n e  p a s s a g e  h e  makes t h e  
p o i n t  e m p h a t i c a l l y :  
e f f e c t ;  and t h i s  i n f e r e n c e  i s  n o t  o n l y  a t r u e  s p e c i e s  o f  
r e a s o n i n g ,  b u t  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  of a l l  o t h e r s . .  . (T97n)  

Ue i n f e r  a c a u s e  i m m e d i a t e l y  f r o m  i t s  

Hume a lso s a y s  i n  Book I t h a t  w e  r e a s o n  f r o m  e f f e c t s  
t o  c a u s e s .  F o r  example :  'Tis t h i s  p r i n c i p l e ,  wh ich  makes 
u s  reason  f rom causes  and e f f e c t s  ... (T266)  . And h e  claims 
t o  h a v e  e x p l a i n ' d  t h e  manner, i n  which  we reason  beyond o u r  
immedia te  i m p r e s s i o n s  , and conc lude  t h a t  such  p a r t i c u l a r  
causes  must  have such  p a r t i c u l a r  e f f e c t s .  ( ~ 1 5 5 ) '  

t h a t  the t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  t h e  observed t o  t h e  u n o b s e r v e d  is 
o n e  o f  i n f e r e n c e  a n d  r e a s o n i n g ,  c o n s i d e r  t h e  s e c t i o n  en-  
t i t l e d  "Of t h e  reason  of an imal s"  (Book I ,  P a r t  111, 

S e c t i o n  XVI), i n  w h i c h  Hume a r g u e s  t h a t  a n i m a l s ,  l i k e  u s ,  

r e a s o n  a n d  i n f e r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  objects f r o m  o t h e r  objects.  
A n i m a l s '  a c t i o n s ,  h e  s a y s ,  p r o c e e d  filom a r e a s o n i n g ,  t h a t  is 
n o t  i n  i t s e l f  d i f f e r e n t ,  n o r  founded  on d i f f e r e n t  p r i n c i p l e s ,  
f r o m  t h a t  wh ich  appears  i n  human n a t u r e  ( T 1 7 7 ) .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  
h e  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  case o f  a d o g  who i n f e r e  h i e  m a e t e r ' s  

8 

I n  f u r t h e r  c o n f i r m a t i o n  of t h e  view t h a t  Hume t h i n k s  
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a n g e r . .  .The i n f e r e n c e  he draws from the  p r e s e n t  impress ion  
is b u i l t  on e x p e r i e n c e ,  and on h i s  obser*uat ion of  t h e  con- 

j u u c t i o n  of o b j e c t s  i n  p a s t  i n s t a n c e s .  A s  you vary  t h i s  
e z p e r i e n c e ,  he v a r i e s  h i s  r eason ing  (T178) .  I t  is b e c a u s e  
s u c h  i n f e r e n c e s  o c c u r  t h a t  Hume s a y s ,  no t r u t h  appears  t o  
me more e v i d e n t ,  than t h a t  b e a s t s  a re  endow'd w i t h  thought  
and reason  as w e l l  a s  men ( T 1 7 6 ) .  

A view u p h o l d i n g  a u n i v o c a l  r e a d i n g  o f  s u c h  terms, 
t h e n ,  a t t r i b u t e s  t o  Hume t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  w e  r e a s o n  t o  
a n d  i n f e r  s u c h  b e l i e f s ,  t h a t  s u c h  t r a n s i t i o n s  are  o n e s  o f  
r e a s o n i n g ,  b u t  t h a t  r e a s o n  d o e s n ' t  p r o d u c e  t h e  b e l i e f s .  
And i t  m u s t  h o l d  t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Iiume c o n c l u d e s  
t h a t  a n i m a l s  h a v e  r e a s o n  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  make some 
o f  t h e  same i n f e r e n c e s  w e  do, h e  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i n  t h e  human 
realm s u c h  e x a m p l e s  of r e a s o n i n g  are n o t  p r o d u c e d  by reason 
I t  m u s t  c la im t h a t  w h a t e v e r  t h e  f a c u l t y  i s  which flume 
t h i n k s  r e a s o n s  a n d  i n f e r s ,  i t  is  n o t  r e a s o n .  
The r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  p a r a d o x  

One m i g h t  a t t e m p t  t o  e x p l a i n  away s u c h  p a r a d o x e s  by 
h o l d i n g  t h a t  Hume was o n l y  s p e a k i n g  l o o s e l y  when h e  des- 
c r i b e s  s u c h  cases a s  ones of r e a s o n i n g .  Kenip Smi th  t a k e s  
t h i s  l i n e ;  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  s u c h  p a s s a g e s  h e  p u t s  ' i n f e r e n c e '  
i n  scare q u o t e s ,  o r  terms i t  "so-called c a u s a l  ' i n f e r -  
e n c e ' H . 1 0  T h u s ,  when h e  sums up w h a t  Iiume h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
h e  s a y s ,  " I n  the f i n a l  ou tcome,  so-called c a u s a l  i n f e r e n c e  
is f o u n d  n o t  t o  be i n f e r e n c e  a t  

The d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  t h i s  s o l u t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  are 
v e r y  many p a s s a g e s  w h i c h  h a v e  t o  be a t t r i b u t e d  to  Hume's 
s l o p p i n e s s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  s e c t i o n  O f  t h e  iwason o f  

an imal s .  T h i s  s o l u t i o n  would  a l so  l e a v e  u n e x p l a i n e d  t h e  
c o n t r a d i c t i o n  b e t w e e n  Book I a n d  Books I1 a n d  111. I t  

c a n n o t  a c c o u n t  f o r  why Hume f a i l s  t o  u t i l i z e  h i s  e a r l i e r  
c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  r e a s o n  d o e s  n o t  d i s c o v e r  r e l a t i o n s  o f  c a u s e  
a n d  e f f e c t  t o  show t h a t  t h e r e f o r e ,  e v e n  i f  b e l i e f s  a b o u t  
s u c h  r e l a t i o n s  d i d  c a u s e  moral j u d g m e n t s ,  r e a s o n  d o e s  n o t  
p r o d u c e  moral b e l i e f s .  I t  c a n n o t  e x p l a i n  why Hume i n  t h e s e  
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p a s s a g e s  s a y s  e x p l i c i t l y  t h a t  r e a s o n  can d i s c o v e r  such  
r e l a t i o n s .  1 2  

As a g e n e r a l  me thodo log ica l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  i n t e r p r e -  
t a t i o n ,  r a t h e r  t han  a t t r i b u t e  t o  a p h i l o s o p h e r  widesp read  
s l o p p i n e s s  and c o n t r a d i c t o r y  claims it  is p r e f e r a b l e  t o  
f i n d  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  which a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  d a t a  w i t h o u t  
such  a s sumpt ions .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  is a n o t h e r  i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i o n  of what is go ing  on i n  t h e s e  p a s s a g e s  which avoids 
t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  The view I w i l l  p ropose  h o l d s  t h a t  
llume is o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  reason 
a t  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  i n  t h e  T r e a t i s e .  H e  i s  a r g u i n g  t h a t  i f  
r ea son  is viewed on t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c e p t i o n ,  t h e n  
r e a s o n  does  n o t  d e t e r m i n e  u s  t o  have  b e l i e f s ,  e.g. a b o u t  
t h e  unobserved .  But he  does n o t  s t o p  w i t h  t h i s  r e s u l t .  
Hume is t r y i n g  t o  g i v e  an a c c o u n t  of human n a t u r e  b a s e d  on 
an  examina t ion  o f  how w e  i n  f a c t  o p e r a t e ,  and when h e  
i n v e s t i g a t e s  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  go on in u s  i n  coming t o  
b e l i e v e  t h i n g s ,  he  comes t o  a d i s c o v e r y  t h a t  w e  do  r e a s o n  
t o  o u r  b e l i e f s ,  b u t  what goes  on when w e  r e a s o n  is n o t  
what was t r a d i t i o n a l l y  t h o u g h t  t o  occur .  H i s  e m p i r i c a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e n ,  r e s u l t s  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
of what r eason  is l i k e ,  and  when r e a s o n  is viewed accord -  
i n g  t o  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  it can  b e  seen t h a t  i n  making 
t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  from the o b s e r v e d  to  t h e  unobserved  w e  a r e  
r e a s o n i n g  and i n f e r r i n g .  I see Hume, t h e n ,  as r e j e c t i n g  
r eason  unde r  one  c o n c e p t i o n  as i n o p e r a t i v e  i n  human a f f a i o r ,  
b u t  a r g u i n g  t h a t  i f  conce ived  i n  a n o t h e r  way, r e a s o n  does  
cause b e l i e f  and i n f l u e n c e  a c t i o n .  T h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  
which I d e v e l o p  below, w i l l  r e s o l v e  t h e  pa radoxes  and  
e x p l a i n  t h e  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  between B o o k  I and B o o k s  I1 and 
111. 

The T r a d i t i o n a l  Concept ion  o f  Reason 

p a r t i c u l a r  view o f  human n a t u r e ,  c e n t r a l  t o  which is a 
c e r t a i n  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  and  f u n c t i o n  o f  human 
r e a s o n .  One o f  t h e  b e s t  exponen t s  of t h i s  c o n c e p t i o n  was 

I n  t h e  T r e a t i s e  Hume is a t t e m p t i n g  t o  d i s c r e d i t  a 
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Descartes, t h o u g h  it was a l s o  h e l d  by  o t h e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  by 
t h e  r a t i o n a l i s t s .  I t  w i l l  b e  u s e f u l  t o  e x p l o r e  b r i e f l y  
c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  C a r t e s i a n  v iew i n  o r d e r  t o  e x p l i c a t e  
w h a t  I w i l l  be c a l l i n g  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p i c t u r e  o f  r e a s o n .  

For D e s c a r t e s ,  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  r e a s o n  is a c a p a c i t y  
which  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  humans f r o m  a n i m a l s .  I t  i s  a God-given 
power w h i c h  makes i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  us t o  d i s c e r n  t r u t h .  On 
t h i s  v i e w ,  a s s e n t  is a l w a y s  a mat ter  o f  f r e e  w i l l ;  w e  
c h o o s e  t o  b e l i e v e  w h a t  w e  do. T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  c a n  a c q u i r e  
b e l i e f s  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  i m p u l s e  a n d  c o n j e c t u r e ,  as wel l  a s  
by r e a s o n . 1 3  I f  we a c q u i r e  a b e l i e f  n o t  t h r o u g h  r e a s o n ,  we 
are  l i a b l e  t o  e r ror ,  a n d  it is m e r e l y  a c c i d e n t a l  i f  o u r  
b e l i e f s  t u r n  o u t  t o  b e  t r u e ,  s i n c e  w e  l a c k  good r e a s o n s  i n  
s u p p o r t  o f  them. Hence ,  Descartes p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  i m p u l s e  
i s  a s o u r c e  o f  error b e c a u s e  " i m p u l s e  sways  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  
o f  j u d g m e n t s  a b o u t  t h i n g s  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h o s e  who t h e i r  
own i n i t i a t i v e  c o n s t r a i n s  t o  b e l i e v e  s o m e t h i n g ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  
c a n  a s s i g n  n o  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e i r  b e l i e f . " 1 4  

Reason ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  p r o c e e d s  o n l y  by means 
o f  i n d i s p u t a b l e  a r g u m e n t s  w i t h  u n d o u b t a b l e  p r e m i s e s .  Throu$ 
i t s  u s e  we c a n  see t h e  t r u t h  c l e a r l y ,  and  t h e r e f o r e ,  we 
s h o u l d  o n l y  g i v e  o u r  a s s e n t  t o  p r o p o s i t i o n s  d i s c e r n e d  i n  
t h i s  way. Descartes o f f e r s  The R u l e s  f o r  t h e  Direction o f  
t h e  Mind as  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  method o f  r e a s o n i n g  w e  
s h o u l d  f o l l o w  i n  a c q u i r i n g  b e l i e f s .  E s s e n t i a l  t o  t h i s  
method i s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  o n e  s h o u l d  "set  a s i d e  as  
f a l s e "  w h a t  m i g h t  be d o u b t e d .  Hence ,  i n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  d i c -  
t a tes  o f  r e a s o n ,  Descartes s a y s ,  "however  p r o b a b l e  are t h e  
c o n j e c t u r e s  w h i c h  r e n d e r  me d i s p o s e d  t o  f o r m  a judgment  
r e s p e c t i n g  a n y t h i n g ,  t h e  s i m p l e  knowledge  thcl t  I h a v e  t h d t  

t h o s e  a re  c o n j e c t u r e s  a l o n e  a n d  n o t  c e r t a i n  a n d  i n d u b i t a b l e  
r e a s o n s ,  s u f f i c e s  t o  o c c a s i o n  me  t o  j u d g e  t h e  c ~ n t r a r y . " ' ~  

On t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c e p t i o n ,  t h e n ,  w e  are f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  d i c t a t e s  o f  r e a s o n  o n l y  when we come t o  b e l i e v e  some- 
t h i n g  b e c a u s e  w e  h a v e  " c e r t a i n  a n d  i n d u b i t a b l e "  r e a s o n s  t o  
t h i n k  i t  i s  t r u e .  I f  r e a s o n  is t h e  s o u r c e  o f  a b e l i e f ,  t h e  
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p e r s o n  w i l l  s a t i s f y  two c r i t e r i a  i n  a r r i v i n g  a t  it: h e  w i l l  
i n f e r  o n l y  f rom p r e m i s e s  w h i c h  h e  knows t o  be t r u e ,  a n d  h i s  

r e a s o n i n g  w i l l  p r o c e e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  a c c e p t e d  
r u l e s  o f  good i n f e r e n c e .  

On t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  Hume's a r g u m e n t  t h a t  I a m  
p r o p o s i n g ,  o n e  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  r e a s o n  w i t h  w h i c h  
Hume is  c o n c e r n e d  i s  t h i s  C a r t e s i a n  v i e w ; 1 6  
i f  r e a s o n  were l i k e  t h i s  t h e n  i t  would  n o t  d e t e r m i n e  o u r  

b e l i e f s  a b o u t  t h e  u n o b s e r v e d  or  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  a n d  d i s t i n c t  
e x i s t e n c e  of o b j e c t s .  

Hume h o l d s  that 

Many o f  t h e  p a s s a g e s  i n  w h i c h  Hume d i s c u s s e s  r e a s o n  
c o n f i r m  t h a t  h e  h a d  t h i s  c o n c e p t i o n  i n  mind. T h e  most i m -  
p o r t a n t  p i e c e  o f  e v i d e n c e  is t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  a r g u m e n t  
h e  r e p e a t e d l y  u s e s  t o  show t h a t  r e a s o n  does n o t  c a u s e  t h e s e  
b e l i e f s .  H e  s a y s  t h a t  i f  r e a s o n  (or t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  
w h i c h  h e  o f t e n  e q u a t e s  w i t h  t h i s  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  reason")  
d i d  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  b e l i e f ,  t h e n  i t  would  h a v e  t o  proceed 
upon a p r i n c i p l e  w h i c h  i s  w e l l - f o u n d e d ,  a j u s t  c o n c l u s i o n  
(T89); t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  be a j u s t  i n f e r e n c e  
(T89) :  a n d  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  b u i Z t  on s o l i d  reason ing  ( T 9 0 ) .  

H e  t h e n  p r o c e e d s  t o  show t h a t  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e n ' t  f u l -  
f i l l e d  i n  t h e s e  i n s t a n c e s ,  f o r  w e  i n  f a c t  h a v e  "0 r e a s o n  t o  
b e l i e v e  these t h i n g s  (=., T139, 2 6 5 ) .  I t  is b e c a u s e  th-e 
b e l i e f s  a r e  u n r e a s o n a b l e ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  r e a s o n  c a n n o t  be t h e  
s o u r c e  o f  them. 1 8  

Thus Hume, l i k e  Descartes, takes r e a s o n  u n d e r  t h i s  
c o n c e p t i o n  t o  p r o c e e d  i n  accordance w i t h  w e l l - f o u n d e d  
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  i n f e r e n c e ,  f r o m  premises w h i c h  are " j u s t  con-  
c l u s i o n s " .  B u t  u n l i k e  Descartes, h e  t h i n k s  w e  d o  n o t  h a v e  
s u c h  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  o u r  b e l i e f s .  So i f  someone were t o  
t r y  t o  f o l l o w  Descartes' r u l e s  and o n l y  be l ieve  w h a t  r e a s o n  
r e v e a l e d  to  be w e l l - j u s t i f i e d ,  Hume t h i n k s  t h a t  s u c h  a per- 
s o n  would  n o t  be ab le  t o  h a v e  a n y  o f  t h e  most f u n d a m e n t a l  
b e l i e f s  a b o u t  matters of f a c t .  And s i n c e  w e  d o  h a v e  s u c h  
b e l i e f s ,  I t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  it is n o t  r e a s o n  w h i c h  d e t e r m i n e s  
us t o  h a v e  t h e m .  
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I n  h i s  n e g a t i v e  a rgumen t s ,  t h e n ,  Hume is  a t t a c k i n g  
r e a s o n  a s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  c o n c e i v e d  by a r g u i n g  t h a t  i t  p l a y s  
n o  role  i n  o u r  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  fundamenta l  b e l i e f s .  But 
Hume does  n o t  s top  w i t h  t h e  n e g a t i v e  s c e p t i c a l  a rgument .  
lie goes  on to  e x p l a i n  how w e  do a r r i v e  a t  o u r  b e l i e f s ,  and 
t o  do  so h e  p r o p o s e s  a d i f f e r e n t ,  n a t u r a l i s t i c  c o n c e p t i o n  
o f  wha t  r e a s o n i n g  is l i k e ,  b a s e d  on o b s e r v a t i o n s  of what 
goes  on when w e  make i n f e r e n c e s .  
The N a t u r a l i s t i c  Concept ion  o f  Reason 

t h a t  a t h e o r y  o f  human n a t u r e  s h o u l d  e x p l a i n  the  n a t u r e . . .  
of t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  we per form i n  our reason ings  (Txv) ;  h e  
l a t e r  c l a i m s  t o  have  g i v e n  s u c h  an  e x p l a n a t i o n  (T155) .  H e  

h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  those d e s c r i -  
bed i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c e p t i o n  of r eason .  On my i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i o n ,  however,  h e  d o e s  no t  conc lude  t h a t  w e  t h e r e f o r e  
do n o t  a r r i v e  a t  o u r  b e l i e f s  t h r o u g h  r e a s o n i n g .  R a t h e r ,  
h e  rejects t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  r e a s o n  and pro-  
p o s e s  i n  i t s  p l a c e  a n o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n ,  where i t  is a 
n a t u r a l  p r o c e s s  i n  which  w e  a l l  engage  i n  a r r i v i n g  a t  o u r  
b e l i e f s .  The p o s i t i v e  p h a s e  of t h e  T r e a t i s e  i s  an  attempt 
t o  p u t  fo rward  such  an  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  of  r eason .  

Hume t h i n k s  t h a t  o b s e r v a t i o n  r e v e a l s  c e r t a i n  c l e a r  
f a c t s  a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  r e a s o n .  F i r s t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Hume 
r e a s o n i n g  is someth ing  human b e i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c h i l d r e n  . 

and common p e o p l e ,  engage  i n  (T177) ; t h e r e f o r e  r e a s o n i n g  
c a n n o t  be someth ing  so a b s t r u s e  o r  subtle t h a t  it canno t  
be  a t t r i b u t e d  to  a l l  normal  p e o p l e .  

I n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  T r e a t i s e ,  Hume c l a i m s  

Second,  Ilume t h i n k s  t h a t  one  c a n  e s t a b l i s h  (by a rgu -  
ments  s o  o b v i o u s ,  t h a t  they  n e v e r  e scupe  the  most s t u p i d  and 

i gnoran t  (T176) )  t h a t  a n i m a l s ,  as w e l l  a s  human b e i n g s ,  
r e a s o n  and t h a t  t h e i r  method o f  r e a s o n i n g  is n o  d i f f e r e n t  
from o u r s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  h e  o f f e r s  a test  for  a s u c c e s s f u l  
e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  r e a s o n :  

Let  u s  t h e r e f o r e  p u t  our  p r e s e n t  s9s t em concerning 
t h e  na ture  of  t h e  unders tand ing  t o  t h i s  d e c i s i v e  
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t r i a l ,  and s e e  o h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  e q u a l l y  account 
f o r  the reasonings  of beae to  as  f o r  theee  o f  the  
human s p e c i e s .  (T177)  

While llume t h i n k s  h i s  t h e o r y  meets b o t h  tests, t h e  Cartesizn 

model  f a i l s  on e a c h .  Though on t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c e p t i o n  
a l l  human b e i n g s  may possess t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  r e a s o n ,  many 
if n o t  most l a c k  t h e  method w h i c h  Descartes a d v a n c e s  t o  
e n a b l e  u s  t o  r e a s o n  c o r r e c t l y .  And on his v i e w  a n i m a l s  are  
t h o u g h t  t o  be i n c a p a b l e  o f  r e a s o n i n g .  

A t h i r d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  r e a s o n  w h i c h  Hume's i n -  

v e s t i g a t i o n  r e v e a l s  is t h a t  r e a s o n i n g  d o e s  n o t  p r o c e e d  f r o m  
w e l l - j u s t i f i e d  b e l i e f s .  Hume h a s  shown t h a t  w e  h a v e  n o  
good r e a s o n s  f o r  o u r  b e l i e f s  a n d  t h a t  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  a r r i v e  
a t  them by  i n f e r e n c e  a n d  r e a s o n i n g  n o n e t h e l e s s .  T h i s  v iew 
c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c e p t i o n ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  
t h a t  w e  h a v e  " c e r t a i n  a n d  i n d u b i t a b l e  r e a s o n s "  f o r  b e l i e v i n g  
s o m e t h i n g  i f  w e  h a v e  a c q u i r e d  i t  by r e a s o n i n g .  Hume a l s o  
n o t e s  t h a t  w e  do n o t  a l w a y s  r e f l e c t  o n  o u r  r e a s o n i n g  i n  t h e  
way t h a t  t h e  C a r t e s i a n  model  r e q u i r e s .  We do n o t  p u r s u e  
o u r  r e a s o n i n g s  to u l t i m a t e  p r i n c i p l e s  a b o u t  t h e  c o n n e x i o n  
b e t w e e n  o u r  p r e m i s e s  a n d  o u r  c o n c l u s i o n ,  w h i c h  would  be 
r e q u i r e d  fo r  o u r  b e l i e f s  t o  be j u s t i f i e d .  

[ T l h e  unders tanding o r  imag ina t ion  can draw i n -  
f e r e n c e s  f rom p a s t  e z p e r i e n c e ,  w i t h o u t  r e f l e c t i n g  
on i t ;  much more o i t h o u t  forming any p r i n c i p l e  
concerning i t ,  or reason ing  upon t h a t  p r i n c i p l e .  
( T l 0 4 )  
G i v e n  t h i s  view o f  w h a t  n a t u r a l i s t i c  r e a s o n  i s  n o t ,  

i t  is p o s s i b l e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  i t  is. Hume a r g u e s  t h a t  

t h e r e  are c e r t a i n  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  r e l a t i o n s  of t h e  i m a g i n a t -  
i o n ,  i n v o l v i n g  e d .  custom, w h i c h  associate a n d  u n i t e  i d e a s .  
When t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e s e  
p r i n c i p l e s  t e r m i n a t e s  i n  a c o n c l u s i o n  or  b e l i e f ,  Hume c a l l s  
t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  o n e  of r e a s o n i n g .  Thus :  

According t o  m y  s y s t e m ,  a l l  r eason ings  are  nothing  
but  the  e f f e c t s  of cuetom; and custom has no 
i n f l u e n c e ,  but by i r l l i v e n i n g  the  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  and 
g i v i n g  u s  a s t r o n g  concep t ion  of  any o b j e c t .  
(T149)  
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T h i s  s t r o n g  c o n c e p t i o n  or b e l i e f  which r e s u l t s  from 
r e a s o n i n g  is s imply  an  i d e a  which i s  l i v e l y  and v i v a c i o u s .  
Hume t h u s  c l a i m s  t h a t  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between mere concep- 
t i o n  and  b e l i e f  l i es  i n  s e n s a t i o n ;  one f e e l s  d i f f e r e n t  
from t h e  o t h e r .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  r e a s o n i n g  p r o c e s s  by which 
o u r  b e l i e f s  a r e  a c q u i r e d  is c l a imed  t o  b e  a k i n d  of s ensa -  
t i o n :  reason ing  and b e l i e f  i s  some s e n s a t i o n  or  p e c u l i a r  
manner o f  c o n c e p t i o n  (T184).  So he  conc ludes :  Thus a l l  
p robab le  reason ing  i s  n o t h i n g  b u t  a s p e c i e s  of s e n s a t i o n  
(T103).  

We can  g e t  a clearer i d e a  of how Hume conce ives  o f  
r e a s o n i n g  t a k i n g  p l a c e  by c o n s i d e r i n g  some o f  t h e  examples 
he  g i v e s .  I n  t h e  s e c t i o n ' u f  t h e  reason  o f  animaZs,"he 
d e s c r i b e s  s e v e r a l  i n f e r e n c e s  which dogs make, which he 
t h i n k s  are j u s t  l i k e  t h o s e  o f  peop le :  

From t h e  t o n e  o f  v o i c e  t h e  dog i n f e r s  h i s  m a s t e r ' o  
a n g e r ,  and f o r e s e e s  h i s  own pun i shmen t .  From a 
cezatain s e n s a t i o n  a f f e c t i n g  h i s  s m e l l ,  he j u d g e s  
h i s  game n o t  t o  be f a r  d i s t a n t  f rom him. (T178) 

These  i n f e r e n c e s  a r e  n a t u r a l  t r a n s i t i o n s  t o  b e l i e f ;  t h e  
dog does  n o t  make t h e  i n f e r e n c e  by a r g u i n g  t h a t  t h o s e  
o b j e c t s  of which he  h a s  had no e x p e r i e n c e  resemble t h o s e  
of which h e  h a s  (T178) ,  which would b e  r e q u i r e d ,  acco rd ing  

t o  Hume, f o r  h i s  b e l i e f  to  be  j u s t i f i e d  and hence a r e s u l t  
o f  r e a s o n  a s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  conce ived .  

Hume p r e s e n t s  a n o t h e r  example (mentioned ear l ier)  : 
t h e  man whose jou rney  is i n t e r r u p t e d  by meet ing  a r i v e r  i n  
h i s  p a t h .  He 

f o r e s e e s  t h e  consequencee  o f  h i s  p roceed ing  
fo rward;  and h i s  knowledge of t h e s e  conse-  
quences  i s  convey 'd  t o  him by p a s t  exper -  
i e n c e ,  wh ich  i n f o r m e  h im of such  c e r t a i n  
c o n j u n c t i o n s  o f  c a u s e s  and e f f e c t s .  B u t  can  
we t h i n k ,  t h a t  on t h i s  o c c a s i o n  he r e f l e c t s  
on any p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and c a l l s  t o  remem- 
brance  i n s t a n c e s ,  t h a t  he has s e e n  o r  heard  
o f ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  e f f e c t s  of 
water  on animal  b o d i e s ?  No s u r e l g ;  t h i s  i s  
n o t  t h e  method i n  which  he proceeds  i n  h i s  
r e a s o n i n g .  The i d e a  of s i n k i n y  i s  s o  c l o s e l y  
co) inec ted  w i t h  t h a t  01' w u t e r ,  and t h o  i d e u  of 
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e u f f o c a t i n g  w i t h  t h a t  o f  s i n k i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  
mind makee t h e  t r a n e i t i o n  w i t h o u t  t h e  a s s i a t -  
ance  o f  t h e  memory. The oue tom o p e r a t e e  b e f o r e  
we have  t i m e  f o r  r e f l e x i o n .  The o b j e c t s  seem 
8 0  i n s e p a r a b l e ,  t h a t  we i n t e r p o e e  n o t  a moment 's  
d e l a y  i n  p a e s i n g  f rom t h e  one t o  t h e  o t h e r .  
(T103-104) 
We a r e  now i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  have  a f a i r l y  c l e a r  

i d e a  of  Hume's n a t u r a l i s t i c  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  r e a s o n i n g .  H e  
sees i t  a s  a t r a n s i t i o n  between i d e a s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  b e l i e f ,  
which o c c u r s  immedia t e ly  and d i r e c t l y  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  cer- 
t a i n  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n .  I t  o c c u r s  w i t h o u t  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  or u s u a l l y  even  r e f l e c t i o n  on t h e  p r i n c i -  
p l e s  u t i l i z e d  i n  i n f e r r i n g ,  and d o e s  n o t  p roceed  from 
w e l l - j u s t i f i e d  l x l i e f s .  I t  is t h u s  opposed  t o  t h e  t r a d i t -  
i o n a l  c o n c e p t i o n  on a l l  c o u n t s .  H e  conc ludes :  

To c o n s i d e r  t h e  m a t t e r  a r i g h t ,  r eason  i s  n o t h i n g  
b u t  a o o n d e r f u l  and u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  i n s t i n c t  i n  
our  E O U ~ S ,  which  c a r r i e e  u s  a long  a c e r t a i n  
t r a i n  o f  i d e a s ,  and endows them w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  
q u a l i t i e s ,  accord ing  t o  t h e i r  a r t i c u l a r  s i t u -  
a t i o n e  and re l a t i o n e .  (T179) 1g 

Advantages o f  t h i s  I n t e r p r e t  a t  i o n  
I t  is important t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  u n i v o c a l  r e a d i n g  

of  ' r e a s o n '  c a n n o t  a c c o u n t  f o r  most of  t h e  p a s s a g e s  des -  
c r i b e d  i n  this s e c t i o n .  Accord ing  t o  t h a t  r e a d i n g ,  Hume 
t h i n k s  t h a t  r e a s o n  d o e s  n o t  d e t e r m i n e  u s  t o  a r r i v e  a t  o u r  
b e l i e f s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  unobse rved ,  e. But  i n  t h e s e  pas-  
s a g e s  r e a s o n i n g  i s  d e s c r i b e d  as a t r a n s i t i o n  which = 
r e s u l t  i n  t h e s e  b e l i e f s ,  and r e a s o n  i s  t h e  f a c u l t y  which 
p roduces  t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n .  Fo r  example ,  a t  one p o i n t  Hume 
even  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  " r eason"  a s  more p r o p e r l y  s p e a k i n g ,  
t h o s e  c o n c l u s i o n s  w e  form f rom c a u s e  and e f f e c t .  2 0  

The p r e s e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  e x p l a i n s  s u c h  c o n f l i c t s  ' 

by c o n s t r u i n g  Hume's a rgument  as f o l l o w s .  I f  r e a s o n  were 
t h e  sort o f  t h i n g  it is  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as b e i n g  on  t h e  t r a d -  
i t i o n a l  c o n c e p t i o n ,  t h e n  it c o u l d  n o t  p roduce  any  o f  o u r  
fundamen ta l  b e l i e f s .  But  o b s e r v a t i o n  r e v e a l s  t h a t  w e  d o  
r e a s o n  and i n f e r  t o  o u r  b e l i e f s ;  however t h i s  r e a s o n i n g  is 
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n o t  l i k e  t h a t  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c e p t i o n .  R a t h e r ,  i t  is  
a n a t u r a l  t r a n s i t i o n  to  be l ie fs ,  d e t e r m i n e d  by c e r t a i n  
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n .  

T h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h u s  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  c o n f l i c t  
be tween Book I a n d  Books I1 a n d  I11 o f  t h e  T r e a t i s e  l a n d  
t h a t  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  E n q u i r i e s )  by h o l d i n g  t h a t  i r i  t h e  
s e c t i o n s  on a c t i o n  h e  i s  u s i n g  ' r e a s o n '  i n  h i s  n a t u r a l i s t i c  
s e n s e ;  c o n c e i v e d  i n  t h i s  way r e a s o n  i s  p r e c i s e l y  w h a t  d o e s  
p r o d u c e  s u c h  b e l i e f s .  Then o n e  c o n s t r u e s  t h e  a r g u m e n t  
a b o u t  a c t i o n  a n d  m o r a l i t y  i n  a way w h i c h  o f f e r s  a new ex-  
p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  h i s  a r g u m e n t  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  
t h a t  reason a l o n e  does n o t  p r o d u c e  a c t i o n .  Hume a c c e p t s  
t h a t  r e a s o n  does c a u s e  b e l i e f s  a b o u t  means-end r e l a t i o n s  
a n d  c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e n  a r g u e s  t h a t  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
i t  a l o n e  c a n n o t  c a u s e  a c t i o n  or  moral b e l i e f .  Here a g a i n  
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  m i s c o n c e i v e s  t h e  a r g u m e n t .  
I t  i s  r e a s o n  a s  c o n c e i v e d  n a t u r a l i s t i c a l l y  which  i s  t h e  
s l a v e  of t h e  p a s s i o n s ,  a n d  n o t  r e a s o n  as  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  con-  
c e i v e d  which  was f o u n d  t o  be i n c a p a b l e  o f  p r o d u c i n g  b e l i e f  
i n  Book I. The a r g u m e n t  i s  s i l e n t  a b o u t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  
a n y  f a c u l t y  of r e a s o n  a s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  c o n c e i v e d ,  a n d  a b o u t  
any  possible  role  i n  w h i c h  i t  c o u l d  s t a n d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  
a c t i o n .  

The  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l i s t i c  r e a d i n g  is a d i f -  
f e r e n t  c o n c e p t i o n  of Hume's p r o j e c t  i n  t h e  T r e a t i s e ;  i t  
shows t h a t  i t  is m i s l e a d i n g  t o  v i e w  h i s  w o r k  as  a t h o r o u g h -  
g o i n g  a t t a c k  on t h e  e f f i c a c y  of r e a s o n .  The p o s i t i o n  is 
a c t u a l l y  more subtle: r e a s o n  as t r a d i t i o n a l l y  c o n c e i v e d  
is h e l d  t o  be i n o p e r a t i v e  e v e n  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of beliefs;  

however ,  r e a s o n  v i e w e d  n a t u r a l i s t i c a l l y  is s e e n  as  t h e  
major f o r c e  i n  b e l i e f - a c q u i s i t i o n .  Even when c o n c e i v e d  i n  
t h i s  n a t u r a l i s t i c  way, however ,  r e a s o n  i s  t h o u g h t  t o  be  
p o w e r l e s s  t o  p r o d u c e  a c t i o n  b y  i t s e l f .  I n  i ts  s u b t l e t y  
t h i s  v iew i s  e v e n  more d e v a s t a t i n g  t o  t h e  C a r t e s i a n  p i c t u r e  

o f  man as a r a t i o n a l  animal.  Not o n l y  does t h e  r e a s o n i n g  
human b e i n g s  u s e  h a v e  n o  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  good a r g u m e n t s ,  
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b u t  e v e n  t h i s  k i n d  o f  r e a s o n  i s  u n a b l e  t o  c a u s e  a c t i o n  w i t h -  

out t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  p a s s i o n s .  

Barbara W i n t e r s  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  
S a n  Diego  
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1 4 .  

15. 

I want  t o  t h a n k  Anne t t e  Baier ,  Thomas N a g e l ,  and 
B a r r y  S t r o u d  f o r  t h e i r  h e l p f u l  comments o n  a n  ear l ie r  
v e r s i o n  of th i s .  manusc r ip t .  

David  Hume, A T r e a t i s e  o f  Human N a t u r e ,  L. A. S e l b y -  
B i g g e  ( e d . ) ,  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  O x f o r d ,  1 9 7 5 .  

Norman Kemp S m i t h ,  The P h i l o s o p h y  o f  David Hume, 
S t .  M a r t i n ' s  P r e s s ,  N e w  York ,  1966,  1 5 4 .  

H e  s a y s  t h i s  i n  almost t h e  same words a g a i n  a t  T97,  a n d  
w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  o u r  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  e x t e r n a l  
o b j e c t s  a t  "193. 

David Hume, E n q u i r i e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  Human Under- 
s t a n d i n g  and c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  Morals, 
L. A. S e l b y - B i g g e  ( e d . )  , C l a r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  O x f o r d ,  1963.  

S e e  9. T.86 ,  T97n. 

S e e  T183, "94, T95,  T134. 

S e e  a l s o  T87. 

And see t h e  p a s s a g e  ( q u o t e d  l a t e r )  w h e r e i n  Hume des- 
c r i b e s  t h e  c a s e  o f  someone who r e a s o n s  j u s t l y  a n d  
n a t u r a l l y  f rom e x p e r i e n c e  (T223). 

Kemp S m i t h ,  op. c i t . ,  350. 

I b i d . ,  372.  

Even w i t h i n  Book I Hume a t  o n e  p o i n t  a s s u m e s  t h a t  
r e a s o n  c a n  h a v e  a role i n  d i s c e r n i n g  means-end r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p s ;  We are con8cious ,  t h a t  we ouraaelves ,  i n  adapt iug  
means t o  e n d s ,  a r e  g u i d e d  bg r e a s o n  and d e s i g n .  (T176)  

R6n6 Descartes, Rules f o r  t h e  Direction o f  t h e  Mind, i n  
P h i l o s o p h i c a l  Wofks o f  Descartes (Haldane  a n d  ROSS, 
e d s . ) ,  Dover P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1 9 3 1 ,  v o l  I ,  4 4 .  

I b i d .  

D e s c a r t e s ,  M e d i t a t i o n  4 ,  e., 176 

- 

- 



3 5 .  

1 6 .  I do n o t  mean t o  i m p l y  t h a t  Hume h a d  Descartes i n  mind 
i n  a t t a c k i n g  it. 

1 7 .  g., bottom TEE. 

1 8 .  A t  o n e  p o i n t ,  Hume seems t o  s u b s c r i b e  t o  t h e  v i e w ' t h a t  
r e a s o n  c o u l d  n o t  o r i g i n a t e  f a l s e  b e l i e f s ,  e i t h e r :  ' tie 
a f u l s e  op in ion  t h a t  any of  o u r  o b j e c t s ,  or  p e m a p t i o n s ,  
dre i d e n t i c a l l y  t h e  aame a f t e r  an i n t e r r u p t i o n ;  and 
coneequen t l y  t h e  o p i n i o n  of t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  can never  
a r i s e  from r e a s o n . .  . (T209). T h e r e  are a lso p a s s a g e s  
in w h i c h  h e  seems t o  ass imi la te  t h e  u n r e a s o n a b l e n e s s  of 
a judgment  t o  i ts  f a l s i t y :  cf. T459. 

c e p t i o n  is p r o b a b l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  a p p l y  o n l y  t o  w h a t  
llume ca l l s  " p r o b a b l e  r e a s o n i n g " ,  r e a s o n i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  
m a t t e r s  o f  f a c t .  The o t h e r  s o r t  o f  r e a s o n i n g  Hume des- 
c r i b e s ,  " d e m o n s t r a t i v e  r e a s o n i n g , "  Is c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  
r e l a t i o n s  o f  ideas ,  a n d  seems t o  i n v o l v e  a c o m p a r i s o n  
o f  i d e a s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  o n e  c o u l d  b e  c o n c e i v e d  
w i t h o u t  t h e  o t h e r .  Hume d o e s  n o t  p r e s e n t  a c o h e r e n t ,  
w e l l - w o r k e d - o u t  a c c o u n t  of d e m o n s t r a t i v e  r e a s o n i n g ;  h e  
i s  n o t  much c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  i t .  One may well a s k ,  t h e n t  
w h e t h e r  d e m o n s t r a t i v e  r e a s o n i n g  is a l s o  h e l d  t o  be 
"a s p e c i e s  of s e n s a t i o n " ,  a n d  e v e n  w h e t h e r  i t  is t h o u g h t  
t o  r e s u l t  i n  b e l i e f s ,  s i n c e  Hume's a c c o u n t  o f  how i d e a s  
a c q u i r e  t h e  v i v a c i t y  r e q u i s i t e  f o r  b e l i e f  rests on t h e  
k i n d  o f  c o n s t a n t  c o n j u n c t i o n  ava i l ab le  o n l y  i n  probable 
r e a s o n i n g .  Hume's a c c o u n t  is i n c o m p l e t e  and  I h e r e  
i g n o r e  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  d e m o n s t r a t i v e  r e a s o n i n g .  

19. I t  s h o u l d  b e  p o i n t e d  out t h a t  t h i s  n a t u r a l i s t i c  con-  

20. A n n e t t e  B a i e r  drew this p a s s a g e  t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  


