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5 5 .  

FURTHER REMARKS ON THE CONSISTENCY 

O F  H U M E ' S  ACCOUNT OF THE SELF 

P h i l o s o p h e r s  n o  l o n g e r  d i s c u s s  Hume's a c c o u n t  o f  
t h e  s e l f  s o l e l y  i n  order t o  a t t a c k  i t .  I n  s e p a r a t e  comments 
p r o m p t e d  by my p a p e r  "Is Hume's S e l f  C o n s i s t e n t ? "  

Beauchamp j o i n  t h e  camp o f  t h e  d e f e n d e r s  o f  Hume's v iew.  
As a n o t h e r  member o f  t h i s  g r o u p ,  I s h a r e  t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  
g i v e  a s y m p a t h e t i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  Hume's d i s c u s s i o n  o f  
t h e  s e l f  and  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y .  T h i s  g e n e r a l  a g r e e m e n t  
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ,  t h e r e  are some s u b s t a n t i a l  p o i n t s  c o n c e r n -  
i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  Hume's p r o b l e m s  w i t h  h i s  a c c o u n t  of t h e  
s e l f  a n d  h i s  method o f  r e s o l v i n g  them a b o u t  which w e  do n o t  
a g r e e .  T h e s e  d i s a g r e e m e n t s  w i l l  be t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  
t h i s  p a p e r .  I w i s h  t o  e m p h a s i z e ,  however ,  t h a t  t h e y  o c c u r  
w i t h i n  a b r o a d e r  f ramework o f  a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  Hume's a c c o u n t  
o f  t h e  s e l f  does n o t  s u f f e r  f r o m  t h e  d e f e c t s  t h a t  are so 
f r e q u e n t l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  i t .  

Biro a n d  

D i s c u s s i o n s  o f  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y  f r e q u e n t l y  f o c u s  
on t h e  role p l a y e d  by memory i n  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y .  The 
v i e w  t h a t  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y  is based o n  memory ( t h a t  is, 
t h a t  memory c r e a t e s  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n s  be tween v a r i o u s  s e t s  o f  
e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  make them t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  o n e  p e r s o n )  
h a s  b e e n  t h e  s u b j e c t  of much criticism. H a p p i l y ,  i t  is n o  
l o n g e r  n a i v e l y  assumed t h a t  a c c o u n t s  o f  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y  
b a s e d  on memory must  be c i r c u l a r , '  b u t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  
d e v e l o p i n g  a n  a d e q u a t e  account o f  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y  b a s e d  m 

memory are n o t  m i n o r  o n e s .  I t  is f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h a t  I am 
u n e a s y  a b o u t  Biro's attempt t o  s o l v e  Hume's p r o b l e m s  a b o u t  
p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y  by a n  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  memory in 
p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y .  Biro c o n t e n d s  t h a t  my r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
t h e  b u n d l e  t h e o r y  o f  p e r s o n s ,  w h i c h  i n v o l v e s  a p a r t i a l  o v e r -  
l a p  o f  n o n - i d e n t i c a l  b u n d l e s ,  is u n n e c e s s a r y .  He argues 
t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y  of memory is s u f f i c i e n t  to  e x p l a i n  
t h e  c o n n e c t i o n s  t h a t  g i v e  a p e r s o n  t h e  i m p e r f e c t  i d e n t i t y  
t h a t  i t  p o s s e s s e s  t h r o u g h  t i m e .  B u t  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  Biro is 
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mis taken ,  and t h a t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  a b a s i c  so r t  a b o u t  
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between memory and  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y  sug-  
g e s t  t h a t  a n o n - c i r c u l a r  Humean a c c o u n t  o f  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t -  
i t y  b a s e d  on memory would n o t  be p o s s i b l e  a p a r t  from my 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  bund le  t h e o r y ,  or someth ing  l i k e  it. 
I w i l l  b e g i n  by p r e s e n t i n g  t h i s  a rgument ,  a f t e r  which I 
w i l l  c l a r i f y  some p o i n t s  a b o u t  my own view. However, I 
must immedia t e ly  p o i n t  o u t ,  a s  Biro d o e s  n o t ,  t h a t  Biro is 
not i n  d i s a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  m e  when h e  a r g u e s  f o r  t h e  view 
t h a t  Hume's t h e o r y  o f  t h e  s e l f  can b e  made c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h -  
o u t  g o i n g  beyond t h e  view t h a t  the s e l f  i s  a b u n d l e  o f  pe r -  
c e p t i o n s .  We a g r e e  t h a t  Hume's a p p a r e n t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  a 
"non-Newtonian" t y p e  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  are n o t  b a s i c ,  and can  
b e  e l i m i n a t e d .  We d i s a g r e e  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of how t h i s  can 
be done. 

Biro s t a t e s ,  

I t  is memory, or, to  be more s p e c i f i c ,  t h e  
p r e s e n c e  of memory p e r c e p t i o n s  among t h e  series 
o f  collections o f  p e r c e p t i o n s ,  t h a t ,  on Hume's 
view, t h e  mind or s e l f ,  which makes t pos- 
s i b l e  f o r  s u c h  a series to  be  a s e l f ,  a s i n g l e  
e n t i t y  which can  be i n d i v i d u a t e d  and o f  which 
I can  be aware.  

and, 

The i n t e n t i o n a l i t y  of memories (as  w e l l  a s  t h a t  
o f  a n t i c i p a t i o n s )  i s ,  I have  a r g u e d ,  j u s t  t h e  
bond r e q u i r e d  Lor cemen t ing  p e r c e p t i o n s  w i t h o u t  
t h e  a i d  of an a d d i t i o n a l  agency  such  a s  a mind 
whose p e r c e p t i o n s ,  on t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  model,  
t h e y  would be s a i d  t o  be. 

On Biro 's  a c c o u n t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  memory, i n  v i r t u e  of i t s  

i n t e n t i o n a l i t y ,  c r e a t e s  a self  o u t  o f  d i s t i n c t  p e r c e p t i o n s .  
Memories p o i n t  to, (or r e p r e s e n t ,  or r e f e r  t o )  i m p r e s s i o n s  
of p a s t  e v e n t s ,  c r e a t i n g  a bond be tween t h e  b u n d l e  i n  which 
t h e  memory o c c u r s  and t h e  b u n d l e  i n  which t h e  o r i g i n a l  
i m p r e s s i o n  o c c u r r e d .  No F u r t h e r  l i n k  is n e c e s s a r y ,  and my 
" o v e r l a p  t h e o r y "  ( a s  Biro ca l l s  i t) is a t  b e s t  r edundan t .  
What problems would arise f o r  Hume, i f  t h i s  were h i s  view? 

Accounts  o f  personal i d e n t i t y  b a s e d  on memory Face 
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t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d i f f i c u l t y .  If w e  restrict  t h e  term 'memory' 

t o  a p e r s o n ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  his p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  t h e n  

memory p r e s u p p o s e s  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y  a n d  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  p e r -  
s o n a l  i d e n t i t y  b a s e d  o n  memory would  be c i r c u l a r .  I t  m i g h t  
be s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  memory i n v o l v e s  a w e a k e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p - -  
s a y ,  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e s  as i f  t h e y  were p a r t  
o f  o n e ' s  own p a s t .  B u t  t h e n  t h e  view t h a t  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y  
is b a s e d  o n  memory i s  u n d e r m i n e d  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  way. I f  

t h i s  weak n o t i o n  o f  memory is t h e  o n e  b e i n g  a p p e a l e d  t o  i n  
memory-based a c c o u n t s  o f  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y ,  t h e n  t h e  p e r s o n  
who seems t o  remember e d . ,  h i s  s u r r e n d e r i n g  t o  G r a n t  a t  
Appomattox G e n e r a l  Lee.  F o r ,  on t h i s  weak i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
oE memory, t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  w h a t  someone r e a l l y  
remembers, a n d  w h a t  h e  o n l y  seems t o  remember, collapses. 
A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  a d v o c a t e  of t h e  v iew t h a t  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y  
is b a s e d  o n  memory must  e i t h e r  beg t h e  q u e s t i o n  or s a n c t i o n  
a w i d e r  class of j u d g m e n t s  a b o u t  i d e n t i t y  t h r o u g h  time t h a n  
is c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  o u r  o r d i n a r y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of p e r s o n a l  
i d e n t i t y  . 

T h e r e  i s  a way o u t  o f  t h i s  dilemma. As w e  c a n  see, 
o n l y  t h o s e  memory- l ike  e x p e r i e n c e s  w h i c h  a re  v e r i d i c a l  
s h o u l d  be r e l e v a n t  to  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y .  The p r o b l e m  is t o  
f i n d  a n o n - q u e s t i o n - b e g g i n g  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  v e r i d i c a l  
memory. T h i s  c a n  be a c h i e v e d  i f  v e r i d i c a l  memory i s  d e f i n e d  
as  t h o s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e  which  h a v e  a 
s p e c i a l  c a u s a l  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  p a s t  
e x p e r i e n c e  .* 
a c c o u n t  of p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  memories f rom 
"pseudo-memories"  w i t h o u t  t h e  i l l i c i t  a p p e a l  t o  p e r s o n a l  
i d e n  ti t y  . 
t a i n  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  Hume emerge i f  Biro's a c c o u n t  o f  his 
t h e o r y  is correct. Biro claims t h a t  i t  is t h e  i n t e n t i o n -  
a l i t y  o f  memory t h a t  c e m e n t s  p e r c e p t i o n s  t o g e t h e r .  B u t  
f a l s e  memory- l ike  e x p e r i e n c e s  are a lso i n t e n t i o n a l .  They 
too r e p r e s e n t  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e s .  I f  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y  a l o n e  is 

T h i s  e n a b l e s  t h e  d e f e n d e r  of t h e  memory-based 

I n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  w e  c a n  see t h a t  cer- 



s u f f i c i e n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  c o n n e c t i o n s  between c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  
p e r c e p t i o n s  e x i s t i n g  a t  d i f f e r e n t  times b o t h  memories a n d  

pseudo-memor ies  w i l l  create s u c h  c o n n e c t i o n s  , a n d  t h e r e  

would  be n o  b a s i s  f o r  s a y i n g  t h a t  a p e r s o n  c a n  seem to 

remember s o m e t h i n g  which h e  d i d  n o t  do.  T h i s  would  be a n  

u n f o r t u n a t e  c o n s e q u e n c e .  
Biro g e t s  h i m s e l f  i n t o  t h i s  p r o b l e m  by s p e a k i n g  o f  

" t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  memory p e r c e p t i o n s  among t h e  series o f  
c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  p e r c e p t i o n s  t h a t  i s  t h e  mind" a s  t h e  f e a t u r e  
t h a t  makes i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  s u c h  a series t o  be a s e l f .  He 

t a c i t l y  s t a r t s  w i t h  a series a n d  l o o k s  f o r  c o n n e c t i n g  l i n k s .  
But  h e  f a i l s  t o  see t h a t  t h e  l i n k s  h e  f i n d s ,  t h e  l i n k s  o f  
i n t e n t i o n a l i t y ,  would a lso be l i n k s  t o  c o l l e c t i o n s  of per- 
c e p t i o n s  t h a t  are = i n  t h e  ser ies .  T h e r e f o r e ,  h e  h a s  not 
e x p l a i n e d  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  t h a t  u n i f i e s  t h e  
p e r c e p t i o n s  i n t o  a ser ies .  I t  i s  o n l y  b e c a u s e  memories a r e  
c a u s a l l y  a s  w e l l  a s  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  p a s t  e x p e r -  
i e n c e s  t h a t  memory creates "d s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l  which  c a n  
be  i n d i v i d u a t e d " .  Can Biro overcome t h i s  p r o b l e m  by d i s -  

t i n g u i s h i n g  memories f r o m  pseudo-memories  by a p p e a l i n g  t o  
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e i r  c a u s a l  a n t e c e d e n t s ,  as  s u g g e s t e d  

above?  O f  c o u r s e  h e  can- -but  to do t h i s ,  as  I w i l l  now 

show, r e q u i r e s  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  of t h e  model  o f  Hume's t h e o r y  

o f  t h e  s e l f  t h a t  I a r g u e d  f o r .  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  Hume, e v e n t s  w h i c h  a r e  c a u s a l l y  re- 

l a t e d  must  be c o n t i g u o u s .  I f  memories are t o  be d i s t i n -  
g u i s h e d  f rom pseudo-memor ies  by  t h e i r  c a u s e s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  it 
must  be t h e  case t h a t  t r u e  memory i m p r e s s i o n s  and  t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e s  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  a r e  c o n t i g u o u s .  T h i s  p o s e s  n o  
p r o b l e m  i f  t h e  memory i m p r e s s i o n  is formed a t  t h e  t i m e  
o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  a n d  p e r s i s t s  t h r o u g h  t i m e ,  
t h r o u g h  n o n - i d e n t i c a l  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  p e r c e p t i o n s .  B u t  t o  
a c c e p t  t h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  c a u s a l  a s p e c t  o f  memory is t a n t a -  
mount  t o  a c c e p t i n g  my r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  Hume's b u n d l e  t h e o r y  

o f  t h e  s e l f .  3 

Biro's d e f e n s e  of Hume e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  role o f  
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memory i n  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y .  B u t  u n l e s s  memory h a s  a con-  

n e c t i o n  t o  t h e  p a s t  w h i c h  is more t h a n  i n t e n t i o n a l  flume 
would f a c e  t h e  w e l l  known p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  memory-based 

a c c o u n t  of p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  i n -  
c o r p o r a t e  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  c a u s a l  a s p e c t  o f  memory i n t o  a 
Humean a c c o u n t  oE t h e  s e l f ,  Biro would  n e e d  to  a p p e a l  t o  
t h e  v e r y  model  o f  Hume's t h e o r y  o f  t h e  s e l f  which  I h a v e  
d e f e n d e d  a n d  w h i c h  h e  deems u n n e c e s s a r y .  

Biro ra ises  a d i f f e r e n t  o b j e c t i o n  to  my a n a l y s i s  
c l a i m i n g  t h a t  i t  is  i n a d e q u a t e  t o  e x p l a i n  i m a g i n a t i v e  
a c t i v i t y .  Biro h o l d s  t h a t  t h e  a c c o u n t  t h a t  I h a v e  g i v e n  
Hume's t h e o r y  o f  t h e  s e l f  does n o t  i n  f a c t  h e l p  t o  make 
s e n s e  o f  Hume's c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  mind f o r m s  h a b i t s  on t h e  

by  

o f  

bas i s  o f  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e .  H e  a r g u e s  t h a t  e v e n  i f  t h e  col- 
l e c t i o n s  of p e r c e p t i o n s  w h i c h  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  s e l f  are p a r t s  
o f  a n  o v e r l a p p i n g  series of c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  p e r c e p t i o n s ,  so 
l o n g  as  t h e  s e l f  is s t r i c t l y  n o n - i d e n t i c a l  t h r o u g h  t i m e  w e  
would  s t i l l  h a v e  t h e  p u z z l e  o f  whose h a b i t  i t  is .  However, 
Biro m i s c o n s t r u e s  t h e  problem. The c r u c i a l  q u e s t i o n ,  as I 

see i t ,  c o n c e r n s  w h e t h e r  Hume is e n t i t l e d  t o  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  
f o r c e  o f  c u s t o m  or  repeated e x p e r i e n c e  a t  a l l .  I n  t h e  
s t r i c t  s e n s e ,  t h e  s e l f  is n o t  i d e n t i c a l  t h r o u g h  t i m e .  The  
b u n d l e  o f  p e r c e p t i o n s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  now is 
d i s t i n c t  f rom e a c h  o f  t h e  b u n d l e s  o f  p e r c e p t i o n s  c o n s t i -  
t u t i n g  i t s  p a s t .  The q u e s t i o n  is, how c a n  a p r e s e n t l y  
e x i s t i n g  b u n d l e ,  which  s t r i c t l y  s p e a k i n g  h a s  n o  p a s t ,  form 
h a b i t s ,  or  a s s o c i a t e  i deas ,  o n  t h e  bas i s  o f  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e .  
Hume's t h e o r y  m u s t  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  is 
c u m u l a t i v e - - a  f a c t  t h a t  Hume p r e s u p p o s e s  i n  h i s  t h e o r y  o f  
i m a g i n a t i v e  a c t i v i t y - - w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  u p  t h e  s t r i c t  non- 
i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  s e l f  t h r o u g h  t i m e .  My a c c o u n t  o f  Hume's 
t h e o r y  d o e s  e x p l a i n  t h i s ,  f o r  o n  my a c c o u n t  t h e  c u m u l a t i v e  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  is o n e  o f  t h e  f a c t o r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  t h e  s t r i c t  n o n - i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  s e l f  t h r o u g h  t i m e .  New 
p e r c e p t i o n s  d e s t r o y  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  t o  
which  t h e y  are a d d e d ,  a n d  t h u s  t h e  s e l f  t o  which  t h e y  are 
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a d d e d .  Yet t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  col lect ion,  as I a r g u e d  
i n  my e a r l i e r  paper, masks t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  i d e n t i t y  o f  a t  
l ea s t  some o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t  p e r c e p t i o n s .  The se l f  i s  a 
series of c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  p e r c e p t i o n s ,  r e l a t e d  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  
by s u c c e s s i v e  a d d i t i o n s  a n d  d e l e t i o n s .  Given  t h i s  a c c o u n t ,  
t h e  liumean view t h a t  the s e l f  i s  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p e r c e p t i o n s ,  

a n d  n o t  s t r i c t l y  i d e n t i c a l  t h r o u g h  time, is  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  
t h e  view t h a t  t h e  s e l f  is capable o f  b e i n g  e f f e c t e d  by con- 
t i n u i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  Hume's t h e o r y  o f  i m a g i n a t i v e * a c t i v i t y  
d o e s  n o t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  commit h i m  t o  t h e  existence o f  a 
l l u t c h e s o n i a n  s e l f  o b s e r v i n g  p e r c e p t i o n s  , as h i s  l a n g u a g e  so 
o f t e n  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s .  

A few comments i n  r e p l y  t o  Beauchamp are i n  order 

h e r e ,  f o r  i t  is p r e c i s e l y  on t h i s  po in t  t h a t  h e  h a s  more 
s e r i o u s l y  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  m e .  I h a v e  n o t  a r g u e d  t h a t  fiume is  
committed t o  t h e  H u t c h e s o n i a n  view o f  t h e  s e l f .  I do h o l d ,  

however ,  t h a t  t h e  a p p e a l  t o  d i s p o s i t i o n s  a n d  t h e  l i k e  p o s e s  
a s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m  f o r  t h e  view t h a t  t h e  s e l f  is a b u n d l e  o f  
p e r c e p t i o n s .  Hume & c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  v iew t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  
i s  c u m u l a t i v e .  My a n a l y s i s  makes i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  show t h a t  

t h e  "Newtonian" view of t h e  s e l f  is c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h i s  
commitment ,  a n d  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  t h a t  Hume's t h e o r y  o f  t h e  
s e l f  i s  c o n s i s t e n t .  

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  i t  c a n  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  Biro arid 

Beauchamp s h a r e  a common e l e m e n t  i n  t h e i r  d e f e n s e  o f  Hume 

and  t h e i r  criticism o f  my a c c o u n t  o f  liume's t h e o r y  o f  t h e  

s e l f .  They h o l d  t h a t  my r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  Hume's t h e o r y  is 
o t iose  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d e n y  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  e v e n  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  

of a c o n f l i c t  between t h e  role o f  t h e  s e l f  t h r o u g h o u t  Book I 

o f  t h e  T r e a t i s e  a n d  Hume's e x p l i c i t  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s e l f .  I 

h a v e  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e s e  two a s p e c t s  o f  Hume's t h e o r y  can be 

r e c o n c i l e d ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  Hume's a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s e l f  
c a n  be d e f e n d e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  c h a r g e  o f  i n c o n s i s t e n c y .  O t h e r  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  Hume's  t h e o r y  may u l t i m a t e l y  p r o v e  more 
f r u i t f u l  t h a n  mine .  B u t  I do n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  H u m e  c a n  be 
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s u c c e s s f u l l y  d e f e n d e d  u n l e s s  o n e  is w i l l i n g  t o  r e c o g n i z e ,  
a n d  come t o  g r i p s  w i t h ,  t h e  a p p a r e n t  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  i n  h i s  
v i e w s .  

J a n e  L. M c I n t y r e  
C l e v e l a n d  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  

1. See, f o r  e x a m p l e ,  J o h n  P e r r y ,  " P e r s o n a l  I d e n t i t y ,  Mem- 
o r y ,  a n d  t h e  P r o b l e m  o f  C i r c u l a r i t y "  i n  P e r s o n a l  
I d e n t i t y ,  e d i t e d  by  J o h n  F e r r y  ( B e r k e l e y :  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f i f o r r i i a  Press, 1 9 7 5 1 ,  pp .  135-55 .  

2 .  I t  i s  beyond t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  
n a t u r e  of t h i s  c a u s a l  c o n n e c t i o n .  However, so l o n g  
as t r a c i n g  t h i s  c a u s a l  c o n n e c t i o n  does not n e c e s s a r i l y  
i n v o l v e  t r a c i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  a human body t h e  c h a r g e  
o f  c i r c u l a r i t y  c a n  be a v o i d e d .  

3. An e f f e c t  may f a i l  t o  be c o n t i g u o u s  w i t h  i t s  c a u s e  i f  
t h e y  a r e  c o n n e c t e d  by  a c h a i n  of c a u s e s  and e f f e c t s .  
I f  d o e s  n o t  seem t o  me t h a t  i t  would  b e  o f  much u s e  
t o  Biro t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  c a u s a l  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  
memory and  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h i s  way. To p l a y  a 
role i n  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y ,  memories m u s t  h a v e  a con-  
n e c t i o n  t o  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  i s  more t h a n  i n t e n t i o n -  
a l .  Bi ro  may reject  t h e  v iew t h a t  p r e s e n t l y  e x i s t i n g  
memory i m p r e s s i o n s  were d i r e c t l y  c o n t i g u o u s  w i t h  t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e s  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  ( t h a t  i s ,  t h a t  t h e y  are 
" h o l d o v e r s "  f r o m  p a s t  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  p e r c e p t i o n s ) .  
B u t  i f  h i s  d e f e n s e  of Hume is t o  be s u c c e s s f u l  h e  
m u s t  p r o v i d e  some n o n - i n t e n t i o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n  be tween 
memories and  t h e  p a s t .  My r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  Hume 
b e  a d a p t e d  t o  e x p l a i n  a n  i n d i r e c t  c o n n e c t i o n  be tween 
memory and  t h e  pas t .  One way t o  d o  t h i s  m i g h t  be t o  
s a y  t h a t  a p r e s e n t  memory i m p r e s s i o n  h a s  t h e  a p p r o p -  
r i a t e  c a u s a l  c o n n e c t i o n  to  a p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e  i f  t h e  
memory o c c u r s  i n  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p e r c e p t i o n s  d e r i v e d  
by a series o f  a d d i t i o n s  a n d  d e l e t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  
c o l l e c t i o n  i n  w h i c h  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  
o r i g i n a l l y  o c c u r r e d .  The memory a n d  t h e  p a s t  ex-  
p e r i e n c e  are  n o t  d i r e c t l y  c o n t i g u o u s ,  b u t  t h e y  o c c u r  
as p a r t s  of a r e l a t e d  series, a n d  t h e  c o n n e c t i n g  
bonds  i n  t h i s  series c a n  be specif ied i n d e p e n d e n t l y  
of t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  of memory. 


