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I ~ U M E ' S  EXPLANATION OF RELIGIOUS BELIEF' 

I n  The N a t u r a l  History of R e l i g i o n ,  David Hume 
o f f e r s  a n o t  u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d  accoun t  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  per -  
sons  ho ld  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s .  I n  s o  do ing ,  he produces  an 
e x p l a n a t o r y  s y s t e m  ana logous  t o  t h a t  which occurs concern- 
i n g  c a u s a l  b e l i e f ,  b e l i e f  i n  ' e x t e r n a l  o b j e c t s ' ,  and b e l i e f  
i n  an e n d u r i n g  s e l f  i n  t h e  T r e a t i s e .  The e x p l a n a t i o n  of 
t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  of r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  is more d e t a i l e d  than  
t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  p rov ided  i n  t h e  o t h e r  c a s e s  j u s t  mentioned. 
I n  t h e  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y ,  Hume d e v o t e s  a s h o r t  volume t o  
e x p l a i f l i n g  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  , w h i l e  i n  t h e  T r e a t i s e  t h e  
c a u s a l ,  e x t e r n a l  o b j e c t ,  and e n d u r i n g  s e l f  b e l i e f s  merit 
b u t  l ong  s e c t i o n s . 2  
of t r e a t m e n t  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  e x p l a n a t i o n  is 
i d e n t i c a l  i n  each  i n s t a n c e .  The N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  cou ld  be  
embedded w i t h o u t  c a t e g o r i a l  c l a s h  i n t o  t h e  T r e a t i s e ,  perhaps  
as Book Four w i t h  f i f t e e n  s e c t i o n s ,  and each  fo rmer ly  
s e p a r a t e  volume would shed  l i g h t  on t h e  program and t a c t i c s  
o f  t h e  o t h e r . 3  
t u r e s  o f  t h e  e x p l a n a t o r y  sys t em Hume developed  i n  t h e  
N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y .  

More impor t an t ,  however, than  l e n g t h  

My i n t e r e s t  h e r e  is i n  t h e  e p i s t e m i c  f ea -  

Hume f o r t h r i g h t l y  p roc la ims  t h a t  The N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  
Of Rel ig ion  is  i n  f a c t  an a t t e m p t  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  occur rence  
o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f .  H e  writes: 

What those  p r i n c i p l e s  a r e ,  which g i v e  r i s e  t o  
the  o r i g i n a l  b e l i e f ,  and what those  a c c i d e n t s  
and causes  are, which d i r e c t  i t s  opera t ion ,  i s  
the e u b j e c t  o f  our p r e s e n t  enqu i ry .4  ( N H R 2 1 )  

O r i g i n a l  b e l i e f  h e r e  does  du ty  f o r  " o r i g i n a l  r e l i g i o u s  
b e l i e f " ,  and a s  he  t a k e s  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  t o  be  n e a r l y  b u t  
n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  u n i v e r s a l  i n  scope  and a s t o n i s h i n g l y  d i v e r s e  
i n  o b j e c t ,  h e  supposes  t h e  p r i n c i p l e ,  o r  c a u s e ,  of such  

b e l i e f  t o  be secondary  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  i t s  o p e r a t i o n  i s  
(so t o  s a y )  d e f e a s i b l e  and i ts  p r o d u c t  d i v e r s i f i e d .  H u m e ' s  
powerfu l  c r i t i q u e  of t h e  argument from des ign  i n  S e c t i o n s  I1 
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t h rough  V I I I  o f  t h e  Dia logues  i s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  r e a s o n  f o r  
d o u b t i n g  t h a t  h i s  o c c a s i o n a l  k ind  remarks  c o n c e r n i n g  i t  

s h o u l d  be t a k e n  a s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  he  supposed  i t  sound 
and v a l i d .  The ve ry  f a c t  t h a t  Hume wrote a book i n t e n d e d  

to  e x p l a i n  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  by i d e n t i f y -  
i n g  a s  i t s  c a u s e  a b u i l t - i n  p r i n c i p l e  and i t s  e l i c i t i n g  
s t i m u l i  s h o u l d  g i v e  us pause  a b o u t  Hume's a p p a r e n t  a c c e p t -  
ance  o f  someth ing  l i k e  t h e  argument from d e s i g n .  For  w h i l e  
i n  t h e  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  he  s a y s  t h a t :  

The whole f rame o f  n a t u r e  b e s p e a k s  an i n t e l l i g e n t  
a u t h o r ;  and n o . r a t i o n a t  e n q u i r e r  c a n ,  a f t e r  s e r -  
i o u s  r e f l e c t i o n ,  suspend h i s  b e l i e f  a moment w i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p r i m a r y  p r i n c i p l e s  of g e n u i n e  T h e i s m  
and R e l i g i o n .  ( N H R 2 1 )  

H e  s p e a k s ,  n o t  o f  a c o n c l u s i o n  hav ing  been proved  t r u e ,  b u t  
of  a b e l i e f  hav ing  been  r ende red  unsuspendable .  F u r t h e r ,  
n e i t h e r  w e  n o r  Hume w i l l  o r d i n a r i l y  o f f e r  a c a u s a l  a c c o u n t  
of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a p e r s o n  h a s  a b e l i e f  u n l e s s  t h e r e  i s  
doub t  t h a t  t h e  pe r son  h a s  s u f f i c i e n t  r eason  f o r  h o l d i n g  i t .  
H e  does  n o t ,  f o r  example,  o f f e r  any such  e x p l a n a t i o n  of  o u r  
a c c e p t a n c e  o f  s i n c e r e  p r e s e n t - t e n s e  f i r s t  pe r son  psycho- 
l o g i c a l  r e p o r t s ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  t r u t h  ( i n d e e d ,  t h e  i n c o r -  
r i g i b i l i t y ) '  o f  which h e  i n  t h e  Treatise c o n f i d e n t l y  
a f f i r m s :  

For s i n c e  a l l  a c t i o n s  and s e n s a t i o n s  o f  t h e  mind 
a r e  known t o  u s  by c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  t h e y  mus t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  a p p e a r  i n  e v e r y  p a r t i c u l a r  what  t h e y '  
a r e ,  and b e  what t h e y  a p p e a r .  Every  t h i n g  t h a t  
e n t e r s  t h e  mind,  b e i n g  i n  r e a l i t y  p e r c e p t i o n ,  I t i s  
i m p o s s i b l e  any t h i n g  s h o u l d  t o  f e e l i n g  appear  
d i f f e r e n t .  T h i s  were  t o  suppose  t h a t  e v e n  where 
o e  a r e  mos t  i n t i m a t e l y  c o n s c i o u s ,  we m i g h t  b e  
m i s t a k e n .  (T190) 
O r ,  even  more modes t ly ,  and w i t h o u t  assuming a 

causa l - accoun t  and a s u f f i c i e n t - r e a s o n - a c c o u n t  of a b e l i e f  
t o  be compet ing  (or even n e c e s s a r i l y  d i f f e r e n t )  exp lana -  
t i o n s ,  w e  may n o t e  t h a t  Hume p roposes  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  occur -  
r ence  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  by r e f e r e n c e  t o  p r i n c i p l e  and 
e l i c i t i n g  s t i m u l i  w i t h o u t  making r e f e r e n c e  t o  r e a s o n s  o r  
arguments as items p o s s e s s i n g  e p i s t e m i c  f u n c t i o n  or 
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e v i d e n t i a l  f o r c e ,  b u t  on ly  a s  i t e m s  capab le  of t r i g g e r i n g  
a b u i l t - i n  r e sponse .  That  t h i s  & h i s  tact ic  I have a rgued  
r a t h e r  f u l l y  on a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n ; 6  
on t h e  g e n e r a l  p a t t e r n  of Hume's e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  
b e l i e f .  

h e r e  I w i l l  f ocus  on ly  

Hume endeavor s  to e x p l a i n  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  w i t h o u t  
suppos ing  i t  ( i n  any of its forms) t o  be t r u e  as w e l l  a s  
w i t h o u t  suppos ing  i t  t o  b e  f a l s e .  H i s  t a c t i c  i s  t o  expose  
t h e  p r o p e n s i t i e s  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of r e l i g i o u s  
b e l i e f ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e i r  e l i c i t i n g  s t i m u l i ,  and I t h i n k  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c a t a l o g u e  roughly  c o v e r s  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  
Hume's e x p l a n a t o r y  sys tem.  H e  a f f i r m s  t h a t  p e r s o n s  have 
c e r t a i n  p r o p e n s i t i e s  (or  i n s t i n c t s ,  or p r i n c i p l e s )  which ,  
upon b e i n g  a c t i v a t e d  or t r i g g e r e d ,  produce  r e l i g i o u s  be- 
l i e f s .  Among t h e s e  are: 

1. The p r o p e n s i t y  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  an " i n v i s i b l e ,  
i n t e l l i g e n t  power" which i s  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  
o r d e r  i n  n a t u r e .  (NHR97) 

2 .  The p r o p e n s i t y  bb focus  a t t e n t i o n  on ,  and 
a s c r i b e  t h e  power one b e l i e v e s  i n  t o ,  
v i s i b l e  o b j e c t s .  (NHR51) 

3. The. p r o p e n s i t y  t o  conce ive  i n t e l l i g e n c e  or 
power a s  always posses sed  by a human or e lse  
a superhuman be ing .  ( N H R 4 O )  

4 .  The p r o p e n s i t y  t o  s e e k  and a d o p t  a sys tem 
t h a t  g i v e s  r a t i o n a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  ( 3 ~ ~ 4 0 )  

f e c t i o n  t o  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t  power, b e l i e f  
i n  whose e x i s t e n c e  is caused  by a pro-  
p e n s i t y  a l r e a d y  no ted .  (NHR86) 

5 .  The p r o p e n s i t y  t o  a s c r i b e  i n f i n i t e  pe r -  

Thus Hume s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  what w e  r e s p e c t i v e l y  may 
c a l l  t h e  d e i s t i c ,  e m p i r i c i s t ,  anthropomorphic,  r a t i o n a l i s t ,  
and a d u l a t i o n i s t  p r o p e n s i t i e s ,  each  of which o f t e n  p l a y s  
i t s  role i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f .  F u r t h e r ,  
t h e s e  p r o p e n s i t i e s  o p e r a t e  upon b e i n g  t r i g g e r e d  by such  
s t i m u l i  as r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  ( a t  least  a p p a r e n t )  o r d e r  of 
n a t u r e ,  i gnorance  of what c a u s e s  a f f e c t  human d e s t i n y  c o m -  

b i n e d  w i t h  hope and f e a r  as to  what may l i e  ahead ,  and f e a r  
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o f  p a i n ,  d i s e a s e  a n d  d e a t h . '  

t h e n ,  are t r i g g e r e d  by  v a r i o u s  human c o g n i t i o n s  and emo- 
t i o n s ,  a n d  as emotions v a r y  i n  t h e i r  f o r c e  and  v i v a c i t y  a n d  
c o m b i n a t i o n s ,  and  p e r s o n s  v a r y  i n  t h e i r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e  

p r o p e n s i t i e s  v a r y  i n  t h e i r  d e g r e e  o f  e f f i c a c y  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  

t h e  b e l i e f  p r o d u c e d  d i f f e r s  f r o m  i n s t a n c e  t o  i n s t a n c e .  Hume 
t h i n k s  t h a t :  

The p r o p e i i s i t i e s  j u s t  l i s t e d ,  

A n y  of the human a f f e c t i o n s  may l ead  us i n t o  
the  no t ion  of  i n v i s i b l e ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  power;  
hope a s  w e l l  a s  f e a r ,  g r a t i t u d e  a s  w e l l  a s  
a f f l i c t i o n :  B u t  i f  we examine our own h e a r t s ,  
o r  observe  what p a s s e s  around u n ,  we s h a l l  
f i n d ,  t h a t  men are  much o f t e n e r  thrown on 
t h e i r  knees by the  metancholy than by t h e  
agreeab le  p a s s i o n s .  (NHR31) 

Even w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  e l u c i d a t i o n ,  t h e  g i . n e r a l  p a t t e r n  o f  
Hume's s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  r e l . i g i o u s  b e l i e f  
s h o u l d  by now h a v e  emerged .  

T h e r e  a re ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  Hume's s y s -  

t e m  which  I have  n o t  d i s c u s s e d .  One i s  h i s  c h a l l e n g e a b l e  
a p r i o r i  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e i s  a natura l  p r o g r e s s  of human 
thought  i n  w h i c h  the  mind r i s e s  graduali ir ,  from i n f e r i o r  t o  
s u p e r i o r .  (NHR34) A n o t h e r  i s  h i s  a t  l eas t  e q u a l l y  c h a l -  
l e n g e a b l e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e i s m  and p o l y t h e i s m  e x h a u s t  t h e  

r e l i g i o u s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  But  n e i t h e r  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  
s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  sor t  o f  program h e  i s  e n g a g e d  i n .  

f u r t h e r  p r o p e n s i t i e s  o f  t h e  same sort  (or o f  f u r t h e r  t r i g -  
g e r i n g  s t i m u l i )  , p r o v i d e d  t h e y  p o s s e s s  e x p l a n a t o r y  power,  
w i l l  f o r t i f y  r a t h e r  t h a n  f a l s i f y  t h e  s y s t e m  i n  q u e s t i o n  - 
a s y s t e m  f o r  which  Hume makes a t  l ea s t  n o  e x p l i c i t  c l a im o f  
c o m p l e t e n e s s .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  s y s t e m  i s  n o n - e p i s t e m i c  a n d  

c a u s a l  i n  t h a t  w h i l e  i t  t r a f f i c s  w i t h  s u c h  o c c u r r e n c e s  as 
t h e  h o p e s  a n d  f e a r s  a n d  r e a s o n s  and r e c o g n i t i o n s  o f  i n d i -  
v i d u a l s ,  . a l l  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  are t r e a t e d  s i m i l a r l y  as i t e m s  
i n  a c a u s a l  mix r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  e m o t i o n s  a p p r o p r i a t e  ( o r  n o t )  
t o  t h e i r  o b j e c t s  o r  as  c o g n i t i o n s  e v i d e n t i a l l y  s u p p o r t i v e  
(or n o t )  o f  t h e i r  i n t e n d e d  c o n c l u s i o n s .  Again ,  t h e  s y s t e m  

Hume's s y s t e m  is open-ended i n  t h a t  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  

L 
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i s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c ;  any role s o c i a l  o r  
economic or s o c i o - p s y c h o l o g i c a l  or a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s  
might have ,  s i n g l y  or i n  combina t ion ,  i n  t h e  o r i g i n  or 
t h e  shape  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  is ignored .  Each pe r son  i s  
t r e a t e d  by Hume a s  an autonomous set  of b e l i e f - p r o d u c i n g  
p r o p e n s i t i e s ,  whe the r  it is religious b e l i e f  or c a u s a l  be- 
l i e f  or  e x t e r n a l  o b j e c t  b e l i e f  or e n d u r i n g  s e l f  b e l i e f  t h a t  
is b e i n g  accoun ted  f o r .  S t i l l  f u r t h e r ,  t h e  ' secondary  
p r i n c i p l e '  o f  t h e  Au thor ' s  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  N a t u r a l  
H i s t o r y  h a s  o b v i o u s l y  become a whole se t  of p r o p e n s i t i e s .  
F i n a l l y  f o r  p r e s e n t  pu rposes ,  no e x p l i c i t  commitment i s  
made t o  t h e  t r u t h ,  or  t o  t h e  f a l s i t y ,  of any r e l i g i o u s  be- 
l i e f ,  and  indeed  even r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  i t s e l f ,  whether  
numinous or n i r v a n i c  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  is a s s i g n e d  no  role i n  
t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f .  Such e x p e r i e n c e  i s  n o t  
so much t r e a t e d  as epiphenomena1 as i t  i s  s imply  i g n o r e d .  

T h i s  l a s t  seems c l e a r l y  a mis t ake  on Hume's p a r t ,  
though n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a s e r i o u s  one. I t  is n o t  s e r i o u s  i f  
r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  i t s e l f ,  i n  each  of i ts  v a r i e t i e s ,  is  
e x p l i c a b l e  a l o n g  t h e  same s o r t  o f  l i n e s  as Hume a t t e m p t s  
f o r  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f .  I f  t h e  o r d e r  i n  n a t u r e  i s ,  s a y ,  pro-  
p e n s i t y - p l u s - t r i g g e r i n g - s t i m u l u s  produces  r e l i g i o u s  exper -  
i e n c e  which produces  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f ,  t h e n  Hume h a s  b u t  
e x p l a i n e d  a sequence  o f  t h e  form A-yields-8-yields-C i n  
terms o f  A ' s  y i e l d i n g  C ,  as w e  might  e x p l a i n  t h e  l i g h t  go- 
i n g  on by r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  f l i c k i n g  o f  t h e  s w i t c h  w i t h o u t  
b o t h e r i n g  to  mention t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  f low of c u r r e n t .  O r  

i f  t h e  p r o p e n s i t y - p l u s - t r i g g e r i n g - s t i m u l u s  produces  bo th  
b e l i e f  and  e x p e r i e n c e ,  Hume h a s  b u t  e x p l a i n e d  a sequence  of 
t h e  form A-yields-both-B-and-C by r e f e r r i n g  o n l y  t o  A ' s  

y i e l d i n g  B,  t h a t  b e i n g  what  i n t e r e s t e d  him. The q u e s t i o n s  
h e r e  ( q u e s t i o n s  beyond t h e  scope  of t h i s  e s s a y )  are whether  
e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  ways of d e a l i n g  w i t h  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  
is  adequa te ,  and i f  n o t  whether  some o t h e r  s e t  o f  propen- 
s i t i e s - % - s t i m u l i  w i l l  e x p l a i n  i ts occur rence  or  whether  
one  needs ,  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  occur rence  of a t  least  one 

I 
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sor t  o f  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  
s o m e  t r a n s c e n d e n t  b e i n g  or t h e  t r u t h  o f  some r e l i g i o u s  
d o c t r i n e  or  t h e  a t t a i n a b i l i t y  o f  some t r a n s c e n d e n t  s t a t e .  

The Humean s t r a t e g y  o u t l i n e d  above  seems a d m i r a b l y  

modest  i n  i t s  e p i s t e m i c  p r e t e n s i o n s .  Is it s u c c e s s f u l ?  
Even g i v e n  t h e  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  a c c o r d e d  t h a t  s y s t e m  h e r e ,  
I t h i n k  w e  c a n  see c e r t a i n  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  i t .  One s u c h  p r o b  

l e m  is endemic  t o  a n y  a t t e m p t  a t  e x p l a i n i n g  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f .  
I t  is d e  f a c t o  i m p o s s i b l e ,  i t  seems t o  m e ,  t o  have  any 
l e g i t i m a t e  c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  or 
s o c i o l o g i c a l ,  or  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l ,  o r  e c o n o m i c  a c c o u n t ,  
s i n g l y ,  or  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i s  a s u f f i c i e n t  e x p l a n a -  
t i o n  o f  a p e r s o n ' s  (or a g r o u p ' s )  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s .  One 
r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  i s  t h e  s h e e r  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  t h e  phenomena 
a n d  t h e  a p r i o r i  l i k e l i h o o d  i n  s u c h  cases t h a t  o n e  w i l l  
have  l e f t  o u t  c r u c i a l  c a u s a l  f a c t o r s .  The s h e e r  a n d  o b v i o u s  

f a c t  o f  m u l t i p l e  p l a u s i b l e - s o u n d i n g  c o m p e t i t i v e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  
r e f l e c t s  t h i s  c o m p l e x i t y  and  l i k e l i h o o d .  8 

B u t  a n o t h e r  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  problem seems t o  m e  more 
i n t e r e s t i n g  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y .  C o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r g u -  
ment :  I f  God e x i s t s ,  p r e s u m a b l y  sometimes d i v i n e  a c t i v i t y  

is p a r t  o f  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  numinous e x p e r i -  
ence . '  I f  so, t h e n  t o  claim t o  h a v e  a s u f f i c i e n t  e x p l a -  

n a t i o n  o f  a l l  numinous e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h o u t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  
t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  God i s  t o  claim t o  know, or t o  h a v e  s u f f i -  
c i e n t  r e a s o n  f o r  b e l i e v i n g ,  t h a t  God d o e s  n o t  e x i s t .  

Hence t h e  c la im t h a t  o n e  h a s  e l i c i t e d  t h e  s u f f i c i e n t  con- 
d i t i o n s  of a r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  w i l l  raise t h e  q u e s t i o n  
a s  t o  w h e t h e r  t h e  t r u t h  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  any  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  
is among t h o s e  s u f f i c i e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  o r  n o t .  I f  so, o n e ' s  
e x p l a n a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  t h e  t r u t h  o f  some r e l i g i o u s  d o c t r i n e ;  
i f  n o t ,  it r e q u i r e s  t h e  f a l s i t y  o f  some r e l i g i o u s  d o c t r i n e .  

E i t h e r  way, r e l i g i o u s  n e u t r a l i t y  -- l a c k  o f  commitment t o  
t h e  t r u t h  or  t h e  f a l s i t y  o f  any  r e l i g i o u s  c l a i m  -- i s  n o t  
s u s t a i n e d .  The same r e s u l t  Eollows i f  o n e  r e p l a c e s  

" r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e "  i n  t h i s  a rgument  by " r e l i g i o u s  

10 
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b e l i e f " .  So i t  seems c lear  t h a t  Hume h a s  f a i l e d .  
T h e r e  is s o m e t h i n g  t o  b e  s a i d  f o r ,  and  s o m e t h i n g  t o  

b e  s a i d  a g a i n s t ,  t h i s  cri t ique o f  flume. F i r s t ,  t h e  some- 
t h i n g  a g a i n s t .  I have  t r i e d  t o  make i t  c l ea r  t h a t  I i u m e ' s  
s t r a t e g y  i n  t h e  N a t u r a l  History is  ( r o u g h l y )  t o  p r o d u c e  a n  
e x p l a n a t i o n  5 o f  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  s u c h  
t h a t  E is by i t s e l f  a t  l eas t  e q u i p l a u s i b l e  w i t h  a n y  re l i -  
g i o u s  c la im E t h a t  m i g h t ,  by  i t s e l f  or as  a member o f  a set  
- S o f  claims s u c h  t h a t  5 does n o t  c o n t a i n  4 b u t  is as  a t  
least  a s  p l a u s i b l e  as E i t s e l f ,  e x p l a i n  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  
r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f .  F u r t h e r ,  i f  Hume's h o p e s  are  r e a l i s e d ,  c 
e x p l a i n s  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f  a t  l e a s t  a s  w e l l  

a s  d o e s  !-l (or 5 ) .  So E_ is  as  good a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  
o c c u r r e n c e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  as  w e  h a v e .  E_ d o e s  n o t  en-  
t a i l  a n y  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f ,  or i t s  c o n t r a d i c t o r y .  Given  El  
t h a t  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  o c c u r s  i s  n o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  some 
r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  i s  t r u e .  F u r t h e r ,  e x a c t l y  t h e  same c l a i m s  
h o l d  f o r  a n y  a n t i - r e l i g i o u s  c la im not-R a s  h o l d  f o r  5. SO 

t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  c a n  b e  e x p l a i n e d  w i t h o u t  
s u p p o s i n g  t h a t  a n y  r e l i g i o u s  claim i s  t r u e  a n d  w i t h o u t  
c l a i m i n g  t h a t  any  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  is f a l s e .  

Now o f  c o u r s e  Hume's. f o c u s  i n  t h e  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  
i s  s i m p l y  on t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  God e x i s t s .  By c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  
c o m p l e a t  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  o f  A l l  R e l i g i o n  would  h a v e  t o  c o v e r  
o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s ,  i n c l u d i n g  n o n - t h e i s t i c  o n e s .  Fur-  
t h u r ,  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  v a r i o u s  sorts would  r e q u i r e  
e x p l i c i t  a t t e n t i o n  a n a l o g o u s  t o  t h a t  g i v e n  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f .  
The sort  o f  t r e a t m e n t  r e q u i r e d  c a n  b e  s e e n  by r e p l a c i n g  
" r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f "  by " r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e "  i n  t h e  o p e n i n g  
s e n t e n c e s  o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  p a r a g r a p h .  T h e s e  matters, how- 
e v e r  d i f f i c u l t  and i m p o r t a n t  t h e y  may b e ,  would be  e x t e n s i o n  
o f  a n  o l d  p a t t e r n ,  n o t  c r e a t i o n  o f  a new o n e .  Given t h e  
t r e a c h e r o u s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  b o t h  n a t u r a l  t h e o l o g y  and  
n a t u r a l  a t h e o l o g y ,  Hume's program makes e x c e l l e n t  s e n s e .  

T h i s ,  or s o m e t h i n g  much l i k e  i t ,  is  w h a t  c a n  be s a i d  
(so f a r  a s  I c a n  see) f o r  Hume and  a g a i n s t  t h e  c r i t i q u e .  
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What c a n  be s a i d  f o r  t h e  c r i t i q u e  a n d  a g a i n s t  Hume i s  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g .  The judgment  t h a t  an e x p l a n a t i o n  (k. a set  of 
e x p l a n a t o r y  c l a i m s )  is  e q u i p l a u s i b l e  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  a reli-  
g i o u s  c la im i n v o l v e s  e p i s t e m i c  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  claim.'' 

t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  r e l i g i o n  b e a r  e l o q u e n t  w i t n e s s ,  s u c h  
a s s e s s m e n t  c a n  be d e s p e r a t e l y  complex .  Hume's s t r a t e g y  

r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  p r o - a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  t h e  c o n - a s s e s s m e n t  be, 

or n e a r l y  be,  t i e d ;  t h i s  p r o v i d e s ,  so t o  s a y ,  t h e  e p i s t e -  
m i c  b a c k d r o p  t o  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  s u s p e n s e  o f  judgment  i n  s u c l ~  

cases and  o p e n s  t h e  way f o r  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  sort  Hume 

p r o p o s e s .  The a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  a s s e s s m e n t  i s  o n l y  or m a i n l y  

a matter o f  d i s c o v e r i n g  p r e s e n c e  or a b s e n c e  o f  v a l i d  a r g u -  

m e n t s  whose s o u n d n e s s  is  g u a r a n t e e d  by t h e  p r e m i s e s  a l l  

b e i n g  e i t h e r  s e l f - e v i d e n t  or  e v i d e n t  t o  t h e  s e n s e s  g r e a t l y  

f a c i l i t a t e s  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  pro a n d  t h e  con c o n t e n -  

t i o n s  t i e ,  f o r  i t  i s  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  s u c h  a r g u m e n t s  t h a t  

seems o b v i o u s  t o  most o b s e r v e r s .  Y e t  Hume h i m s e l f ,  w h a t e v e r  
h i s  view of h i s  own e n t e r p r i s e ,  o f t e n  i n t e r e s t i n g l y  a r g u e s  
h i s  own case f o r  h i s  own views ( o f  human n a t u r e ,  of m o r a l i t y ,  
of t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c  e n t e r p r i s e ,  a n d  so o n )  w i t h o u t  p r o v i d i n q  
s u c h  a r g u m e n t s .  So t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  r e n d e r s  t h e  p o s t u -  
l a t i o n  o f  a t i e  p l a u s i b l e  i s ,  t o  s a y  t h e  l eas t ,  d u b i o u s .  

F u r t h e r ,  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  o n e  r e l i g i o u s  c l a im w i l l  n o r m a l l y  
i n v o l v e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  i t s  w e b  of b e l i e f .  S i n c e  s u c h  a s s e s s -  
ment  i s  o f t e n  a s u b t l e  mat te r ,  claims of e q u i p l a u s i b i l i t y  
w i l l  t h e m s e l v e s  be debatable.  I t  i s  an  o p e n  q i i e s t i o n  
w h e t h e r  t h e r e  i s  any  case i n  w h i c h  o n e  c a n  c l a im t h a t  a n  
e x p l a n a t i o n  E ( o f  t h e  sor t  i n d i c a t e d )  o f  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  of 

a r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  i s  a t  l ea s t  e q u i p l a u s i b l e  w i t h  any  r e l i -  
g i o u s  c l a i m  R w h i c h ,  by i t s e l f ,  or as a member of a set  g 
which  is n o t  less p l a u s i b l e  t h a n  a l o n e ,  e x p l a i n s  t h e  
o c c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  same b e l i e f ,  w h e r e  t h i s  c l a i m  o f  e q u i -  

As Hume's v a r i o u s  w r i t i n g s  .on i s s u e s  i n  

I p l a u s i b i l i t y  is n e u t r a l  w i t h  respect t o  R's t r u t h  va lue .  So 

it is  an  o p e n  q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  Ilume's p a t t e r n  or i d e a l  

is e v e r  i n  f a c t  f u l f i l l e d  ( i n c l u d i n g ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w h e t h e r  t h e  
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N a t u r a l  History i t s e l f  f u l f i l l s  i t ) .  Perhaps  i t  o f t e n  i s ;  

pe rhaps  i t  n e v e r  i s .  Try ing  t o  d e c i d e  that i s s u e  is beyond 
t h e  scope  of  t h i s  pape r .  For t h e  p r e s e n t ,  it is enough 
t h a t  t h e  p a t t e r n  i s  i n g e n i o u s ,  and  i n  any g iven  case wor th  
t r y i n g ;  t h e  e p i s t e m i c  r e s u l t s  o f  f a i l u r e  w i l l  b e  a s  i n t e r -  
e s t i n g  as t h e  e p i s t e m i c  r e s u l t s  of s u c c e s s .  t 

Another  sort  o f  i s s u e  i s  raised, n o t  by Hume's 1 

e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f ,  b u t  by h i s  e v a l u a t i o n  of i 

c e r t a i n  o f  i t s  v a r i e t i e s .  H e  p l a i n l y  d i s a p p r o v e s  o f  much 
o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f .  H i s  g rounds  f o r  d o i n g  so a r e  i n t e r -  
e s t i n g ,  and  I t h i n k  t h a t  a d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h o s e  grounds  w i l l  

c l a r i f y  t h e  view o f  human n a t u r e  on which Hume's e x p l a n a t i o n  
o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  e p i s t e m i c a l l y  rests (k., which i s  so 
r e l a t e d  t o  t h a t  e x p l a n a t i o n  t h a t  i f  t h e  view o f  human n a t u r e  
i s  f a l s e ,  so a l s o  i s  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f ) .  
Thus it seems a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  conclude  t h i s  e s s a y  w i t h  an 
ex tended  e x p l o r a t i o n  of  t h e  grounds  of Hume's d i s a p p r o v a l  
o f  c e r t a i n  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s .  

I n  t h e  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  Hume writes: 
Examine t h e  r e t i g i o u a  p r i n c i p l e s ,  which  h a v e ,  
i n  f a c t ,  p r e v a i l e d  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  You w i t 1  
s c a r c e l y  be  persuaded  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a n y t h i n g  
b u t  s i c k  men 's  dreams: Or perhape  ( y o u )  w i l l  
r e g a r d  them more a s  t h e  p laysome whimRies  o f  
monkiee i n  human s h a p e ,  t h a n  t h e  s e r i o u s ,  
p o s i t i v e ,  d o g m a t i c a l  a e e e v e r a t i o n s  o f  a b e i n g ,  
who d i g n i f i e s  h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  name of 
r a t i o n a l .  (NHR75) 

H e  a l s o  comments, i n  t h e  s a m e  c o n t e x t ,  t h a t :  
A E  t h e  good, t h e  g r e a t ,  t h e  s u b l i m e ,  t h e  
r a v i s h i n g  a r e  found e m i n e n t l y  i n  t h e  g e n u i n e  
p r i n c i p l e e  of t h e i e m ;  i t  may be  e x p e c t e d ,  
from t h e  a n a l o g y  of n a t u r e ,  t h a t  t h e  b a s e ,  
t h e  a b e u r d ,  t h e  mean, t h e  t e r r i f y i n g  w i l l  
b e  e q u a l l y  d i e c o v e r e d  i n  r e l i g i o u s  f i c t i o n s  
and c h i m e r a s .  (NHR75) 
What, e x a c t l y ,  is Hume approv ing ,  and d i s a p p r o v i n g ,  

I t  seems t o  m e  t o  be  clear t h a t  n o t  a l l  t h e  pro-  
i n  t h e s e  and s i m i l a r  remarks?  

p e n s i t i e s  r e f e r r e d  to above are,  or are r e g a r d e d  by Hume 

S. 
i 
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as b e i n g ,  p a t h o l o g i c a l ,  or o t h e r w i s e  o b j e c t i o n a b l e .  I t  i s ,  

f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  r a t i o n a l i s t  p r o p e n s i t y  

which  p r e s u m a b l y  ( a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t )  l e d  Hume t o  w r i t e  t h e  
T r e a t i s e  o r  Newton t h e  E r i n c i p i a  or f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r  l e d  

Hume t o  wri te  a h i s t o r y  o f  England .  I n d e e d ,  i t  i s  n o t  
c l ea r  to  m e  t h a t  Hume r e g a r d s  any of t h e s e  p r o p e n s i t i e s  as  

p a t h o l o g i c a l .  
Nor d o e s  i t  s e e m  t h a t  Hume i s  h e r e  d i s a p p r o v i n g  

r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  p rac t ices ,  r i t es ,  or t h e  l i k e ,  
t h o u g h  h e  d o e s  d o  t h i s  i n  o t h e r  p l a c e s .  A c a r e f u l  r e a d i n g  
o f  t h e  t e x t  makes i t  c l ea r ,  I t h i n k ,  t h a t  i t  i s  r e l i g i o u s  

b e l i e f s  t h a t  h e  d i s a p p r o v e s  h e r e .  H e  condemns items h e  
d e s c r i b e s  as  f i c t i o n s ,  c h i m e r a s ,  a r t i c l e s ,  w h i m s i e s ,  
p r i n c i p l e s ,  a n d  a s s e v e r a t i o n s .  T h e s e ,  i n  c o n t e x t ,  d o  d u t y  
f o r  " b e l i e f s " - - n o t  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  i s  be-  
l i e v e d ,  b u t  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  b e l i e v i n g  s o m e t h i n g .  

Where in ,  e x a c t l y ,  l ies  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  H u m e ' s  d i s -  

a p p r o v a l ?  I t  is  n o t o r i o u s l y  Hume's view t h a t  r e l i g i o n  p e r -  

v e r t s  morals. H e  writes: 
Men.. .draw many consequences  f r o m  t h e  be l i e f  
o f  a d i v i n e  E z i s t e n c e ,  and suppose  t h a t  t h e  
D e i t y  w i l l  i n f l i c t  p u n i s h m e n t s  on v i c e ,  and 
b e s  tow rewards on v i r t u e . .  .Whether  t h i s  r e a s o n -  
i n g  o f  t h e i r s  b e  j u s t  o r  n o t ,  i s  no m a t t e r .  I t s  
i n f l u e n c e  on t h e i r  l i f e  and c o n d u c t  must s t i l l  
be  t h e  same. And, t h o s e ,  who a t t e m p t  t o  d i s -  
abuse  them o f  s u c h  p r e j u d i c e s ,  may, f o r  a u g h t  
I know, be  good r e a s o n e r s ,  b u t  I c a n n o t  a l l o w  
them t o  b e  good c i t i z e n s  and p o l i t i c i a n s ;  
s i n c e  t h e y  f r e e  men f r o m  one r e s t r a i n t  upon 
t h e i r  p a s s i o n s ,  and make t h e  i n f r i n g e m e n t  o f  
t h e  laws o f  s o c i e t y ,  i n  one r e s p e c t ,  more e a s y  
and s e c u r e .  1 2  (EHU147) 
The ' s i n g l e  p r o p o s i t i o n '  i n t o  which  n a t u r a l  r e l i g i o n  

may b e  d i s t i l l e d  a n d  w h i c h  n o  p e r s o n  o f  common s e n s e  c a n  
reject  is c a r e f u l l y  a d v e r t i s e d  i n  D i a l o g u e  Twelve as  h a v i n g  

n o  moral c o n s e q u e n c e s .  Whether  or n o t  Hume's own n o n - r e l i -  
g i o u s  e t h i c  i s  t e n a b l e ,  h e  c l e a r l y  s t r o v e  t o  g i v e  m o r a l i t y  
f o u n d a t i o n s  t h a t  r e s t e d  o n l y  i n  human, a n d  n o t  a t  a l l  i n  

d i v i n e ,  n a t u r e .  A l l  t h i s  is w e l l  known. B u t  i t  d o e s  n o t  
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seem to b e  Hume's main t o p i c ,  i f  t h e y  a r e  p r e s e n t  a t  a l l ,  

i n  t h e  " s i c k  men ' s  dreams" or  t h e  " f i c t i o n s  a n d  c h i m e r a s "  
p a s s a g e s  q u o t e d  j u s t  a b o v e .  S o m e t h i n g  f u r t h e r  seems t o  be 
i n v o l v e d .  But  w h a t ?  

The a n s w e r ,  I t h i n k ,  is  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .  Hume 
seems t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  n o n - p h i l o s o p h i c a l  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  
are i n  some manner u n n a t u r a l ,  e v e n  though t h e y  o b v i o u s l y  
are  a l s o  i n  some manner n a t u r a l  i f  o n e  c a n  ( a s  Hume sup-  I 

p o s e s )  e x p l a i n  them by r e f e r e n c e  t o  p r o p e n s i t i e s  a n d  e l ic i -  
t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s .  But  i n  w h a t  s e n s e ,  i f  a n y ,  c a n  Hume h o l d  
i t  t o  be u n n a t u r a l  t o  h a v e  n o n - p h i l o s o p h i c a l  r e l i g i o u s  be- 

l i e f s?  Is h e  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  h o l d i n g  t h i s ,  or does h e  c o n t r a -  
d i c t  some p a r t  o f  h i s  own v i e w s  e x p r e s s e d  e l s e w h e r e ?  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  Hume c o n s i d e r s ,  e x p l i c i t l y  or i m p l i -  
c i t l y ,  q u i t e  a number o f  s e n s e s  o f  " n a t u r a l . "  C o n s i d e r  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  ( p e r h a p s  n o t  e x h a u s t i v e )  i n v e n t o r y .  

I n  d i s c u s s i n g  j u s t i c e ,  Hume d i s t i n g u i s h e s  be tween 
t h e s e  s e n s e s  of " n a t u r a l " :  (1) n o n - s u p e r n a t u r a l ;  ( 2 )  u s u a l ,  
or n o t  rare;  ( 3 )  n o n - a r t i f i c i a l .  R e g a r d i n g  s e n s e  (1) , 

n o t  o n l y  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w i x t  v i c e  a n d  v i r t u e  
i s  n a t u r a l ,  b u t  n 2 s o  e v e r y  e v e n t ,  w h i c h  h a s  e v e r  
h a p p e n ' d  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  e x c e p t i n g  t h o s e  m i r a c l e s  
on w h i c h  o u r  r e l i g i o n  i s  f o u n d e d .  (T474) 

R e g a r d i n g  s e n s e  (21,  moral s e n t i m e n t s ,  a n d  of c o u r s e  f e a r s  
a n d  terrors ,  a r e  n a t u r a l .  R e g a r d i n g  s e n s e  ( 3 1 ,  Hume waxes 
d e t e r m i n i s t i c :  

Ne r e a d i l y  f o r g e t ,  t h a t  t h e  d e s i g n s ,  and  p r o j e c t s ,  
a n d  v i e w s  o f  men a r e  p r i n c i p l e s  a s  n e c e s s a r y  i n  
t h c i r  o p e r a t i o n  a s  h e a t  and  c o l d ,  m o i s t  and  d r y  ... 
(T474) 

a n d  h e  t a k e s  j u s t i c e  to  be n o n - n a t u r a l .  H e  s a y s :  
T o  a v o i d  g i v i n g  o f f e n c e ,  I m u s t  h e r e  o b s e r v e  
t h a t  when I deny  j u s t i c e  t o  be  a n a t u r a t  v i r t u e ,  
I make u s e  of t h e  word ,  n t r t u r n l ,  o n l y  a s  o p p o s e d  
t o  a r t i f i c i a l .  I n  a n o t h e r  6 e n s e  o f  t h e  word;  
a s  n o  p r i n c i p l e  of t h e  human mind  i s  more n a t u r a l  
t h a n  a s e n s e  of v i r t u e ;  80 n o  v i r t u e  i s  more 
n a t u r a l  t h a n  j u e t i n e .  Mankind i s  a n  i n v e n t i v e  
s p e c i e s ;  arid w h e r e  an i n v e n t i o n  i s  o b v i o u s  and  
a b s o l u t e l y  n e c c s s a i ~ y ,  i t  may a s  p r o p e r l y  b e  s a i d  

I 
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t o  be  n ~ l t l i f ’ f l l  t2.S f l t i ! /  L l l ; ? i g  L l 1 , r  t p l m e ~ ? , ~ i : ;  ~ * l l l l I < - , i < -  

n 60 lg f i -om or t g i n u  1 1,) r i u c  i p  I .  c.7, 1 , 1 i  t hori t ! : / I  17 

i n t c? i*ven f . i o r i  o f  t h o u g h t  o r  rr?fI .c3: ion.  7 1 1 0 ’  
t h e  ru le s  01 j u s t i c e  be a r t i f i c i u l ,  t h c y  at’r 
n u t  a r h i t r a r ! / .  Nor i s  t h c  c x p r e n s i o n  Lmpropt>r 
t o  c a l l  theai ~ I J B  o f  Nature?;  if b y  n a t u r a l  I J ~  

u n d e r s t a n d  wha t  i s  corninon t o  un!/  spccics, o r  
P v c n  i f  we confine i t  t o  mean wha t  i n  i i i s c p n r -  
a h l c  f r o m  t h a  species. (T484) 

So w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  s e v e r a l  s e n s e s  of “ n a t u r a l “  a s  

f o l l o w s :  
(1) n o t  s u p e r n a t u r a l  ( n o t  c a u s e d  by God) 

( 2 )  n o t  rare (occurs o f t e n )  

( 3 )  n o t  a r t i f i c i a l  ( n o t  a human i n v e n t i o n )  

( 4 )  p r o c e e d s  from o r i g i n a l  p r i n c i p l e s  w i t h o u t  t h e  

i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  t h o u g h t  o r  r e f l e c t i o n .  

P l a i n l y  e n o u g h ,  I t h i n k ,  Hume s u p p o s e s  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  t o  
b e  n a t u r a l  i n  s e n s e s  (1-3); s e n s e  ( 4 )  w e  s a v e  €or l a t e r .  

T o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  l i s t :  

r a l  i n  

s e n s e  

remark 

( 5 )  i s  a n  i n v e n t i o n  b u t  i s  ‘ o b v i o u s  and a b s o l u t e l y  

n e c e s s a r y ’  t o  human l i f e  and w e l l - b e i n g  

( 6 )  is  common t o  e v e r y  member of a s p e c i e s  

( 7 )  i s  common t o  e v e r y  member o f  a s p e c i e s ,  and  

a l s o  d e f i n i t i v e  of b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  s p e c i e s  

i n  q u e s t i o n .  

F o r  Hume, r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e € s  are n o t ,  I t h i n k ,  n a t u -  

any  of t h e s e  s e n s e s .  T h a t  t h e y  are  n o t  n a t u r a l  i n  

6 )  is what  is  r e l e v a n t  h e r e ,  a s  w e  s h a l l  see. 

But  o u r  l i s t  is not c o m p l e t e .  C o n s i d e r  t h e s e  

t h e  i m a g i t i a t i o n ,  n c c o r d i n g  t o  my own c o n f s s -  
e i o n ,  b e i n g  t h e  u l t i m a t e  j u d g e  of a l l  s y s t e m s  
of p h i l o n o p l u g . .  .I m u s t  d i o t i n g u i o h  i n  the 
i m a g i n a t i a n  b e  t w i x t  the  p r i n c i p l e s  w h i c h  a r z  
p e r m a n e n t ,  i r r e s i s t n b l e ,  and u n i v e r s a l ;  such 
a s  t h e  c u s t n m a t ~ ~  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  c a u s e n  t o  
e f f e c t s ,  and f r o m  e f f e c t s  t o  c a u s e s :  And t h o  
p r i n c i p l e s ,  w h i c h  atie c h a n g e n b l e ,  w c n k ,  and  
i r r e g u l a r , .  . .The  f o m p r  a r c  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  
a l l  our t h o u g h t s  and  a c t i o n s ,  s o  t h a t  upon 
t h e i r  r e m o v a l  human n a t u r e  m i c s t  C m m r d i n t a l y  
p e r i s h  and  go t o  r u i n .  The l a t t v r  a r e  n c i t h s r  
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u n n i ~ o i d n b l e  t o  m a n k i n d ,  n o r  n e c e s s a r y .  or s o  
much ti0 u n e f u l  i n  t h e  c o n d u c t  of 1iI .r;  b u t  
on thP c o n t r a r g  ~IJ, .?  o b s e r v ' r l  o n l y  t a k e  
p l u e e  i n  idleak i n i n J s ,  trnd b e i n g  o p p o s i t e  t o  t h e  
o t h e r  p r i n c i p l e s  of c u s t o m  a n d  r e a s o n i n g ,  may 
e u s i l g  be subve ix t ed  b y  a due c o n t r a : ; t  a n d  
o p p o s i t i o n .  For  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h e  f o r m e r  a r e  
r e c e i v e d  b y  p h i l o s o p h y ,  and t h e  l a t t e r  
r e j e c t e d .  (T225)  

Correct r e a s o n i n g  is t h a t  w h i c h  i s  d o n e  j u s t l y  and 

n a t u r u Z l ! / ,  e v e n  
t h o '  t h a t  [ j u s t l y  a n d  n a t u r a l l y  d r a w n ]  c o n -  
c l u s i o n  b e  d c r i v c d  frorn n o t h i n g  b u t  C U B  tom,  
Llhich i n f i x e s  and  e n l i v e n s  t h e  i d e a  o f  a 
human c r e a t u r e ,  on a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  usual  c o n -  
, j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  i m p r e s s i o n .  ( T 2 2 5 )  

So a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  v i e w  i s  t h a t  S ' s  b e l i e f  t h a t  P is n a t u r a l  

i f  a n d  o i l l y  i f  S ' s  b e l i e f  t h a t  P is  p r o d u c e d  b y  p r i n c i p l e s  

o f  S ' s  i m a g i n a t i o n  w h i c h  are p e r m a n e n t ,  i r r e s i s t i b l e ,  a n d  
u n i v e r s a l .  

Hume admits t h a t  

o n e  who i s  t o r m e n t e d  h e  knows n o t  u h y ,  w i t h  t h e  
u p p r e h e n s i o n  of s p e c t r e s  i n  t h e  d a r k ,  m a y ,  p e r -  
h a p s ,  be s a i d  t o  r e a s o n ,  a n d  t o  r e u s o n  n a t u r a l l y  
t o o :  B u t  t h e n  i t  mus t  b e  i n  t h e  sume s e n o c ,  
t h a t  a mn2adg i s  s a i d  t o  b e  n a t u r a l ;  u s  a r i s i n g  
f r o m  n u t u r a l  c a u s e s ,  t h o '  i t  be c o n t r a r y  t o  
h e a l t h ,  t h e  mos t  a g r e e a b l e  and m o s t  n a t u r a l  
s i t u a t i o n  o f  man. (T225-26)  

S u c h  b e l i e f s  a re  d e r i v ' d  from p r i n c i p l e s  w h i c h ,  

h o w e v e r  common, a r e  n e i t h e r  u n i v e r s a l  n o r  u n a v o i d a b l e  i n  

human n u t u r e .  (T226) They are  n o t  c a u s e d  by p r i n c i p l e s  

w h o s e  d i s s o l u t i o n  w o u l d  b e  t a n t a m o u n t  t o  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  

human n a t u r e .  So, i n  o n e  s e n s e ,  t h e y  are  u n n a t u r a l ,  or 
a g a i n s t  (human) n a t u r e .  

So w e  h a v e  as a n  e i g h t h  s e n s e  o f  " n a t u r a l " :  

( 8 )  is n o t  c a u s e d  by  s e c o n d a r y  p r i n c i p l e s  
(k., p r i n c i p l e s  n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  e v e r y  

p e r s o n ,  or p r e s e n t  b u t  n o t  opera t ive  

i n  e v e r y  p e r s o n ) .  

R e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  are n o t  n a t u r a l  i n  s e n s e  ( 8 ) .  
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I t  is h i g h  t i m e  t o  p u t  t h e  p i e c e s  t o g e t h e r .  R e l i -  

g i o u s  b e l i e f s  a r e  n o t  n a t u r a l  i n  t h a t  t hey  a r e  n o t  col lect-  

i v e l y  common (and so a r e  n o t  d i s t r i b u t i v e l y  e s s e n t i a l )  t o  
t h e  human s p e c i e s .  H e n c e  t h e y  a r e  n o t  caused  by o r i g i n a l  
p r i n c i p l e s  or  p r o p e n s i t i e s  w i t h o u t  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  
thought  3r r e f l e c t i o n .  They a r e  u n n a t u r a l  i n  s e n s e s  ( 4 ) ,  

( 6 )  , and ( 7 ) .  So t h e y  are caused  by secondary  p r i n c i p l e s .  
' So t hey  a r e  u n n a t u r a l  i n  s e n s e  ( 8 ) .  For f lume,  b e i n g  u n -  

n a t u r a l  i n  t h i s  f a s h i o n ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  s e n s e  (3 )  i n  which 
r u l e s  of j u s t i c e  a r e  u n n a t u r a 1 , i s  no rma t ive ly  n e g a t i v e ,  or 
d e f e c t i v e .  Hence, Hume's e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  
is  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  a n e g a t i v e  judgment on them--apparent ly ,  
even on t h e  o t h e r w i s e  mora l ly  innocuous one h i g h l i g h t e d  i n  
Dia logue  Twelve. I have n o t  s een  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  Hume's 
view emphasized, and I have t r i e d  t o  document ( though n o t  

e x h a u s t i v e l y )  a d e q u a t e l y  t h a t  Hume does  ho ld  i t .  

r a i s e s ,  and I w i l l  conc lude  by s imply  r a i s i n g  i t .  Can Hume 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  and s u c c e s s f u l l y  d e p l o r e  what i s  n a t u r a l  i n  
t h e  s e n s e  o f  n a t u r a l i s t i c a l l y  e x p l i c a b l e  (and  which, i n  
some moods a t  any ra te ,  he  views as i n e v i t a b l e ) ?  D o  Hume 's  
e t h i c s ,  and h i s  o n t o l o g y  and ep i s t emology ,  p l a u s i b l y  mesh 
a t  t h i s  p o i n t ?  To answer t h a t  q u e s t i o n ,  I would have f i r s t  
to  t e l l  what I t h i n k  t h e  t r u t h  i s  abou t  Hume's e th i c s - - and  
t h a t  is  a n o t h e r  paper .  So I remain c o n t e n t  w i t h  having  
no ted  an i m p o r t a n t  way i n  which H u m e ' s  ph i lo sophy  of re l i -  
g i o n ,  i n  i n t e n t  a t  least ,  t ies i n  t i g h t l y  w i t h  t h e  remainder 
o f  h i s  ph i losophy.  

There i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a q u e s t i o n  t h a t  a l l  t h i s  

Kei th  E. Yandel l  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin 
Madison 

1. An e a r l i e r  v e r s i o n  o f  t h i s  pape r  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  
M c G i l l  B i c e n t e n n i a l  Hume Conference ,  October  1, 1976, 
i n  a symposium w i t h  P r o f e s s o r s  Terence  Penelhum and 
Ninian  Smart.  
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The N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  i n  t h e  Root e d i t i o n  c o v e r s  56 pages i  
Hiime'fj d i - s c u s a i o n  o f  n e c e s s a r y  cauea l  c o n n e c t i o n  o c c u r s  
i n  t h e  T x e a t i a e ,  (Belby-Bigge  e d i t i o n )  , p a g e s  155-172, 
his main discuseion of b e l i e f  i n  e x t e r n a l  objects on 
p a g e s  187-218,  a n d  h i s  main d i s c u s s i o n  o f  b e l i e f  i n  a n  
e n d u r i n g  s e l f  on p a g e s  232-263. R e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  
T r e a t i s e  w i l l  be t o  t h e  S e l b y - B i g g e  e d i t i o n ,  and  w i l l  
a p p e a r  i n  b r a c k e t s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  p a s s a g e  q u o t e d .  

A n a l o g o u s l y  "Of Miracles" c o u l d  move f r o m  S e c t i o n  X o f  
An E n q u i r y  C o n c e r n i n g  Human U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t o ,  s a y ,  a 
p o s i t i o i l  be tween S e c t i o n s  I X  a n d  X o f  t h e  D i a l o g u e s  
C o n c e r n i n g  N a t u r a l  R e l i g i o n .  
N i n i a n  S m a r t ,  P h i l o s o p h e r s  a n d  R e l i g i o u s  T r u t h  (SCM 
P r e s s ,  1 9 6 4 ,  19691,  C h a p t e r  Two; T e r e n c e  Penelhum, 
R e l i g i o n  a n d  R a t i o n a l i t  (Random House ,  1971)  , C h a p t e r  
1 9 ;  
a n d  Hume's Bar r ie r , "  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o u r n a l  f o r  t h e  
P h i l o s o p h y  o f  R e l i g i o n ,  V o l .  7 ,  N o .  3 (Autumn 19761,  
p .  391-407. 

David Hume, The N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  o f  R e l i g i o n ,  ed. 
H. E .  R o o t  ( S t a n f o r d  U. P r e s s ,  1 9 5 7 ) .  P a g e  r e f e r e n c e s  
w i l l  b e  t o  t h i s  e d i t i o n  a n d  w i l l  a p p e a r  i n  b r a c k e t s  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  p a s s a g e  q u o t e d .  

T h i s  is n o t  t o  s a n c t i o n  Hume's p o s i t i o n ,  which  is v i t i -  
a t e d  by t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n a l  n a t u r e  o f  most o f  t h e  s ta tes  
so r e p o r t e d .  I t  is b u t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  Hume d id  t a k e  it 
t h a t  t h e r e  e x i s t  cases of t r u e  a n d  f u l l y  j u s t i f i e d  
b e l i e f .  

I n  "Hume o n  R e l i g i o u s  B e l i e f , "  i n  James T. King  a n d  
Donald L i v i n g s t o n ,  eds. , Hume: A R e - e v a l u a t i o n  (Fordham 
U. P r e s s ,  1 9 7 6 ) .  T h i s  p a p e r  o f f e r s  an  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  
t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  D i a l o g u e s  
a n d  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y .  

S e e  t h e  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y ,  p a g e s  37-40, 55-58. 

F o r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  some r e l e v a n t  t h e o r i e s ,  see N j n i a n  

On Hume on m'iracles see: 

a n d  t h e  p r e s e n t  a u f h o r ' s  "Miracles, E p i s t e m o l o g y  

S m a r t ,  op. c i t . ,  c h .  5 a n d  The S c i e n c e  of Relic&G_n-= 
t h e  S o c i o l o g y  o f  Knowledge ( P r i n c e t o n  U .  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 5 ) ;  
M i c h a e l  A r g y l e ,  R e l i q i o u s  B e h a v i o r  ( F r e e  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 9 ) ;  
E .  E .  E v a n s - P r i t c h a r d ,  T h e o r i e s  o f  P r i m i t i v e  R e l i g i o n  
( O x f o r d  U .  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 5 )  ; W i l l i a m  P .  A l s t o n ,  "Psycho-  
a n a l y t i c  E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  r : e l i g i o u s  B e l i e f , "  i n  J o h n  H i c k ,  
e d . ,  F a i t h  a n d  t h e  P h i l o s o p h e r s  ( S t .  M a r t i n ' s  P r e s s ,  
1 9 6 4 )  , r e p r i n t e d  i n  K .  Y a n d e l l ,  e d . ,  G o d ,  Man ar,d 
R e l i g i o n  (McGraw-Hill ,  1 9 7 3 ) .  
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9 .  See George Mavrodes,  Be l i e f  i n  God: A S t u d y  i n  the k p i s -  
tcmology of R e l i c j k  f o r  a d i s c u s s i o n  of some i s s u e s  
r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r .  

1 0 .  A c o m p l i c a t i o n  a r i s e s  h e r e .  An e v e n t  fi may be s u c h  
t h a t  b o t h  (1) i f  0 o c c u r s ,  fi occurs, and  ( 2 )  i f  C_ 
o c c u r s ,  A o c c u r s ,  are t r u e ,  a s  a re  ( 3 )  p o c c u r s  and ( 4 )  
C o c c u r s T  Then b o t h  (1) and ( 3 )  a n d  ( 2 )  a n d  ( 4 )  are 
s u f f i c i e n t  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  ( 5 )  fi o c c u r s .  One m i g h t  
d e s c r i b e  t h i s  a s  a case i n  which  was " o v e r c a u s e d . "  
B u t  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  p l a c e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  c o m p l i c a t i o n  

11. E. Mavrodes,  op .  c i t . ,  p .  1 1 2 - 1 1 4 .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  men- 
t i o n e d  t h a t  I have  g i v e n  a s t a t e m e n t  o f  Hume's s t r a t e g y  
o n l y  a s  complex  as t h e  p r e s e n t  c o n t e x t  r e q u i r e s .  

12 .  E n q u i r y  C o n c e r n i n g  Human U n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  S e l b y - B i g g e  e d .  
(Oxford :  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  19021, p .  147.  


