
103. 
ERRATA 

Cor rec t ions  to G. Streminger,  "Hume's Theory of 
Imagination",  Vol. V I  No. 2 ,  page 1 0 1  

Delete paragraph beginning: 

Given t h a t  t h e  future . . . .  

I n s e r t :  

Given t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  has  so far  always resembled 
t h e  p a s t ,  would it not none the le s s  be possible to maintain 
t h a t  t h e  thesis of the  uniformity of na tu re  i s  more probable  
than  its negat ion? Hum advances ano the r  argument which is 
c r u c i a l  f o r  i n t e r p r e t i n g  h i s  a n a l y s i s  of causa t ion  as a 
py r rhon ic  argument. H e  demonstrates  t h a t  p a s t  experiences  
cannot  j u s t i f y  the p r o b a b i l i t y  of  p r e d i c t i o n s ,  s i n c e  t h e  
in fe rence :  
t h e r e f o r e  t h e  f u t u r e  resembles the past' is also c i r c u l a r .  
We j u s t i f y  t h e  conclusion by presupposing its j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  
For t h e  mic ro - s t ruc tu re  of  t h i s  i n f e r e n c e  is as fol lows:  
' t h e  f u t u r e  has  resembled t h e  p a s t  so f a r ,  and s i n c e  t h e  
f u t u r e  is l i k e  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  f u t u r e  w i l l  rememble t h e  p a s t ' .  
The conclusion can o n l y  be obtained with the h e l p  of  t h i s  
second premise. I n  i n d u c t i v e l y  j u s t i f y i n g  the induc t ive  
p r i n c i p l e  w e  j u s t i f y  it by presupposing its previous 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  

' t h e  f u t u r e  h a s  resembled the p a s t  so f a r ,  

I n s e r t  footnote:  

11. The t o p i c s  o f  t h i s  article a r e  fur ther  developed in 
E. Topitsch/G. Streminger ,  H € i ,  Darmstadt 1981". 


