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1r1 so far as liocemary ~ e w r n i i n l  d i s ay recs  w i t 1 1  any- 
t , n ing  s?,il! i r i  my ' I n f i n i t e  D i v i s i . b i l i t y  i n  H x i e ' s  Treatise'2 ___I- 

- ~.;hic.h seems, h a p i > i J y ,  n:?. t o  he s o  v e r y  fcr - I h a s t e n  to 
rcpor; that 1 iio R O W  persuaded .  'I'i-ius my :;;iqgcsted i-cason 

t',:)~ rci.tis 1r.q LO a i l o w  t h ; : t  an i m p r e s s i o n  of b l a c k n e s s  ccluld 

g i v e  rise t o  the idc!a 05 e x t e n s i o n  w z s  no t . ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  

1icn;c's. i m a  no doubt  h i s  c o n v i c t i o n  thut L t ~ i , i t e v e r  is. 
(: .? ! ,? (," :j 2 ,: ?-; J <] : !) in 2": Y i r , i $ p v : ,  t f of an in- 

o;* pcr't,: ( T 2 6 )  w a s  i n  p a r t  sus t .a l . i i ed  by " t h e  

at.oni.st.ic t y ; ~  o!: p!ieiioncnalism advanced i n  t h e  f i r s t  P a r t  

o f  Eook J of k l i e  .--- ' K ' r c a t j ~ c " . ~  F o r  t o  any o b j e c t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  

:xwad::ys so  p l a i n l y  u n a c c c p t n b l e  c 0 n v i c t . i  on ! ~ a d  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  

3s o b v i o u s l y  c o r r c c i  b y  such Eormi Liable predecessors as 

Oerlceley n : i d  i-iobbes I .it c o u i d  b e  r e p l i e d  t h a t  thcy t oo  h a s  

t!hei,r coxni tmcnts  to t h e i r  o w n  brands of  ntoniism. 

- ,  

--d.----..--.. 

In h e r  f u r t h e r  coniments upon "iI?ln;e  s p2ienorncn~il. is  t 
wmai l  n o t i c c s  as "a v e r y  curious c l a i m " ,  h i . s  5 

s ta tc ,aent  !.hat when - l i k e  t h e  true p h i l o s o p h e r  h e  was! - h e  

locked a t  3 t.able: !($ S E Y ~ ~  

s i ~ i z s  of coL:,iur'd p o i n t s ,  d i s p o s  'd i r z  a c a r t a i r ,  mav:ner ( T 3 4 )  . 
S n  I was sorry t h a t  s h e  scems t o  have nii.ssed t h e  bold prior- 
ity c la im which, r e f e r r i n g  t o  the saxe p a s s a g e ,  I made on 

ii:i:nc's bch i i l f  i n  that a . r t i c L e :  "Anyone f a n l i l i s r  w i t h  the 

t h e o r i e s  and t h e  p a i n t i n g s  o f  S e u r a t  m i g h t  a l s o  m i s c h i e v o u s l y  

ck&aracteri.ze t h e  H u m  of t h i s  S e c t i o n  as ' t h e  F a t h e r  of  

P o i n t  i 1 !ic;inc ' " ! 6 

B u t  at t h e  en6 of h e r  pape-r ,  a!.thouyh I t h i n k  o n l y  

a t  t h e  e n d ,  Ncwxan b e q i n s  t o  cjo v e r y  wrong i e d .  She says: 
" 'rurninc; t o  thtr: Er,qui.ry t h e r e  i.s l i t t l e  t o  i n d i c a t e  any 
sliitr.  i n  !Iumc.'s o p i n i c n  o f  geomet ry  as a body of s y n t h e t i c  

but R e c e s s a r y  k n o w l c t l q c .  'I  A f t e r  rc;r;arking t h a t  Hume docs 

not r e p e a t  "any  o f  his ea r l i e r  argaments" a g a i n s t  i n f i n i t e  
d i v i s i b i l i t y  " n o r  t h o s e  i n  support of a s y s t e m  o f  mthmtical  

-__..-_I 



63. 
p o i n t s " ,  s h e  n o t i c e s  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  p a r a g r a p h  c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  
p r o p o s i t i o n s  s t a t i n g  o n l y  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  i d e a s ,  geomet ry  

" i s  c l a s sec l  as a s c i e n c e  a l o n g s i d e  a r i t h x e - t i c  and a l g e b r a  
(E25) ". 7 

Kext s h e  q u o t e s  t h e  end of  t h a t  p a r a g r a p h ,  a n d  a t  
once  comments: "Flew t h i n k s  t h a t  i n  t h e  Enquiry Nurne i s  t o  
be s e e n  a s  ' r e s t o r i n g  p u r e  geometry t o  i t s  p l a c e  a l o n g s i d e  

t h e  o t h e r  t w o  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  t r i n i t y ' ,  . . . " *  Newman does  
n o t ,  so f a r  a s  I ciln see,  o f f e r  any r e a s o n  f o r  d i s n i s s i n g  
t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  - a p a r t ,  t h a t  i s ,  from a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  t h e  

pa rag raph  from which s h e  h a s  j u s t  q u o t e d  "can b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  
so a s  t o  r enove  any a p p a r e n t  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  w i t h  t h e  c l a i m  
t h a t  t h e  i m p c s s i b i l i t y  of c o c c e i v i n g  t h e  nega t io r .  0.2 B geo- 

m e t r i c a l  axiom h a s  t h e  same ground i n  t h e  Enqu i ry  a s  i n  t h e  

T r e a t i s e ,  namely,  t h e  i n v a r i a n t  c h a r a c t e r  of  s e n s i b l e  spt ice ."  
She just t e l l s  u s  t h a t  "Where geometry i s  conce rned  I follor; 
A t k i n s o n ' s  o p i n i o n  i n  f i n d i n g  no r e a s o n  t o  suppose  t h a t  
Humc abandoned t h e  T r e a t i s e  s t a n d .  '" 

T h i s  I f i n d ,  t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t ,  s u r p r i s i n y  s i n c e  t h e  
v e r y  s e n t e n c e  of Hume's P h i l o s o p h y  of  B e l i e f  from which  s h e  
q u o t e d  my c o n t r a r y  o p i n i o n  does  p r o v i d e  what I s t i l l  con- 
s i d e r  t o  b e  a q u i t e  d e c i s i v e  r e a s o n .  S i n c e  s h e  d o e s  n o t  
d i s c u s s  e i t h e r  my r e a s o n  o r  t h e  Hume p a s s a g e  to which  I was 
r e f e r r i n g ,  I can h e r e  do n o t h i n g  else o r  b e t t e r  t h a n  r e p e a t  
myse l f ;  add ing  o n l y  and by t h e  way t h a t  P r o f e s s o r  A t k i f i s o n ' s  
p a p e r  'Hune on  Mathematics ' ' '  was p u b l i s h e d  a y e a r  b e f o r e  
t h a t  book:- 

B e s i d e s  rest0rir.c; p u r e  geometry t o  i t s  p l a c e  
aiongsi.de t h e  o t h e r  t w o  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  
t r i n i t y ,  t h e  I n q u i r y  also s k e t c h e s  an a c c o u n t  
of a p p l i e d  ma themat i c s .  T h i s  i s  someth ing  
t h e  e a r l i e r  book d i d  n o t  p r o v i d e  a t  a l l .  
' E V C Y ~ ~  p a r t  o f  m i z e d  m a t h e m a t i c s  p r o c e e d s  

on  hire supposition t h n t  c e r t n i r ;  Saws ar 'c  
es tob%. ishe , : I  b y  natur.c i n  her. o ? c r a t i o n s ,  
and abvtraact raeoconings a m  e m p l o y o d ,  e i t h e r  
t o  a s s i s l :  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  tire d?:scovc . ry  o f '  t h e s e  
Laws o r  t o  d c t 2 m i i n e  t h e i r  in ; ' luance  i n  
F c t r t i c u l n r  i . i s t u n e e s  . . . m u : :  i t  i- ., a low 
of m o t i o n ,  d i u ^ c D v e P e d  by experience,, t h o t  t k c  
momcrit ox' ,ror*cc u j '  uny boci:, i t ;  n u L i ( ~ n  i;: 
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