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4 6 .  

ARTIFICIAL VIRTUE, SELF-INTEREST, 
AND ACQUIRED SOCIAL CONCERN 

I 

One of Hume's most celebrated contributions to 
moral philosophy is his distinction between natural and 
artificial virtue. This is obviously intended to be an 
important distinction but its significance is less than 
obvious. Many modern commentators view both as interest 
based, with the natural virtues related to our immediate 
interests while the artificial are linked to our en- 
lightened long-term interests.' Despite the fact that this 
standard reading does have some textual support (e.q., T535 
537)2, 'it is not without its difficulties. 
problem lies in the account of why artificial virtues are, 
in fact, virtues. Natural and artificial virtues fre- 
quently encourage conflicting actions. For example (T497- 
4981,  the repayment of a loan to a "seditious bigot" may 
be in accord with the artificial virtue attached to just- 

I 

\ 
The major 

ice, b u t  nevertheless may thwart public as well as indivi- 
dual interest and consequently clash with natural virtue. 
As a result, we are faced with'two alternatives: We can 
either accept the standard interpretation and its attendant 
incoherencies or we can re-examine Hume's natural/artificia 
distinction in hopes of arriving at a reading capable of 
avoiding these complications. What follows is an attempt 
to exploit the second option. 

In essence, I shall urge that a sharper distinction 
is needed between the artificial and natural virtues. The 
present deficiency clearly emerges once we realize that the 
standard account totally overlooks a critical aspect of 
Hume's doctrine. Not only does Hume provide a speculative 
history of how societal conventions arose from the state 
of nature (an essentially diachronic account), but he also 
offers an explanation of why we now attach moral approbatic 
to actions falling within these conventions (an essential11 
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s y n c h r o n i c  a c c o u n t ) .  I t  i s  t h e  l a t t e r  t h a t  e n a b l e s  Hume 

t o  e x p l a i n  t he  c w n e c t i o n  be tween  moral s e n t i m e n t  a n d  t h e  
a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s ;  y e t  t h i s  a s p e c t  is  c o m p l e t e l y  n e g l e c t e d  
o n  t h e  p o p u l a r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  T h e s e  t w o  a c c o u n t s  mus t  be 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  a n d  c l a r i f i e d  i n  order t o  Et.Cit* b - a ~ i .  fiti..ie s 

i n t e n t  a n d  p o s i t i o n . .  

I1 

Hurne's d i s t i n c t i o n  be tween  n a t u r a l  a n d  a r t i f i c i a l  

v i r t u e  is  r o u g h l y  t h i s :  N a t u r a l  v i r t u e  is  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  
t h o s e  s e n t i m e n t s  a n d  p a s s i o n s  w h i c h ,  i f  a c t e d  upon, qen -  
e r a l l y  t e n d  t o  y i e l d  p l e a s i n g  r e s u l t s  t o  o u r s e l v e s  o r  
o t h e r s .  On t h e  o ther  h a n d ,  w e  ascr ibe  a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e  
t o  a c t i o n s  wh ich  c o n s t i t u t e  a c e r t a i n  p r a c t i c e ,  t h e  o b s e r v -  
a n c e  of wh ich  t e n d s  towards t h e  good o f  mank ind .  Thus ,  
a n  a c t i o n  i s  n a t u r a l l y  v i r t u o u s  i f  i t  is  mot iva ted  b y  a 
s e n t i m e n t  w h i c h ,  i f  r e g u l a r l y  acted upon,  wou ld  have 

p l e a s a n t  r e s u l t s .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s ,  n a t u r a l l y  v i r t u o u s  

a c t i o n s  u s u a l l y  h a v e  p l e a s i n g  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  I t  i s  i n  o u r  

own s e l f - i n t e r e s t  t o  promote t h e  n a t u r a l  v i r t u e s  a n d  t h e  

a c t i o n s  t h e y  e n g e n d e r .  Meanwhi le ,  w e  a t t ach  a r t i f i c i a l  
v i r t u e  t o  a c t i o n s  f a l l i n g  u n d e r  a p r a c t i c e  or  c o n v e n t i o n .  
I n  e f f e c t ,  w e  view the  e n t i r e  p rac t ice  as  w e l l  as i t s  p a r -  
t i c u l a r  c o n s t i t u e n t  a c t i o n s  as  v i r t u o u s .  

T h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  seems f a i r l y  s i m p l e :  n o n e t h e l e s s  
it has t w o  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  F i r s t ,  i n  b o t h  cases, 
v i r t u e  is  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  the  motives b e h i n d  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  
spec i f i c  a c t i o n s  t h e m s e l v e s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  Hume a r g u e s  
t h a t  b e n e v o l e n c e  i s  a n a t u r a l  v i r t u e  (E295-302) ', t h e r e f o r e  
a n y  a c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  f r o m  t h i s  motive w i l l  be v i r t u o u s .  

However, t h e  s a m e  a c t i o n  f a i l s  t o  be v i r t u o u s  i f  i t  eoes 
n o t  s t e m  f r o m  t h e  s e n t i m e n t  o f  b e n e v o l e n c e .  I t  i s  t h e  
motive t h a t  bestows v i r t u e  upon the a c t i o n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  an  
a c t i o n  i s  a r t i f i c i a l l y  v i r t u o u s  i f  it arises f r o m  a n  a r t i -  
f i c i a l l y  v i r t u o u s  motive. F o r  example, a n  a c t i o n  is  
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artificially virtuous if it springs from the desire to do 
what is just (an artificially virtuous motive); yet the 
same action is not virtuous if it is inspired by a non- 
virtuous motive or mere caprice. 
natural counterparts, artificially virtuous motives are 
responsible for the actions they induce. But it is here 
that the similarity ends, for natural virtue is assigned 
to motives to perform immediately agreeable actions while 
artificial virtue is connected with motives to act within 
institutions deemed to be in the interest of society. /To 
return to the earlier examples, actions arising from 
benevolence will almost always have an immediately agree- 
able affect, although, as Hume admits (T497-498, 597; E286, 
304), there are exceptions. Of course actions performed 
for the sake of benevolence may fail to have the desired 
pleasing effect, but this is usually due to the occurrence 
of some unforeseen event or miscalculation on our part. 
However, there are times when we correctly assess the sit- 
uation only to realize that a just action may not be in 
any individual's or the short-term public interest. In 
spite of the disagreeable consequences in these instances, 
the just action is still virtuous. This underscores the 
fact that actions arising from naturally virtuous motives 
generally yield agreeable results while this is not true 
of those based upon artificially virtuous motives. The 
standard account seizes upon this difference but fails to 
come to grips with why this is the case. This brings us to 
the second consequence of my proposed reading. 

Just as with their 

The difference in the effects of the two types of 
virtues can be traced to their determinant motive. Natural 
virtues attach to motives falling under certain kinds while 
the artificial are associated with motives to act in accord- 
ance with certain created institutions. Practices (such as 
those of justice) are on the whole beneficial, so motives 
to act within them are (artificially) virtuous. As a resul 

artificial virtue is attributed to those actions and motive. 
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which  d e f i n e  s u c h  p r a c t i c e s .  T h i s  is  n o t  t h e  case w i t h  

t h e  n a t u r a l  v i r t u e s ,  f o r  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  may a p p l y  t o  
c u s t o m s  t h e y  do n o t  p e r t a i n  t o  c o n t r i v e d  p r a c t i c e s  or 

i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Thus ,  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  be tween  n a t u r a l  a n d  
a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s  re l ies  upon t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  ve tween  ac t  
a n d  pract ice .  T h i s  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t he  a p p a r e n t  d i s p a r i t y :  
t h a t  i s ,  a c t i o n s  may be a r t i f i c i a l l y  v i r t u o u s  e v e n  t h o u g h  
w e  know b e f o r e h a n d  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  be a g r e e a b l e  t o  
e i t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  or s o c i e t y  w h i l e  t h e  same does n o t  hold 

for n a t u r a l l y  v i r t u o u s  a c t i o n s .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  some con-  

v e n t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s  are  c o n s i d e r e d  a r t i f i c i a l l y  v i r t u o u s  
s i n c e  t h e y  u s u a l l y  do promote i n d i v i d u a l  a n d / o r  p u b l i c  
i n t e r e s t .  W e  d o  n o t  e x p e c t  each i n d i v i d u a l  a c t i o n  w i t h i n  
3 c o n v e n t i o n  t o  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  e f f e c t  a s  t he  prac t ice  as  a 
d h o l e ,  b u t  w e  do h a v e  s u c h  e x p e c t a t i o n s  i n  regard t o  t h e  
notives w e  deem n a t u r a l l y  v i r t u o u s .  I t  i s  t h i s  a c t / p r a c t i c e  

i i s t i n c t i o n  which forms the  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  the  n a t u r a l f  
s r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e  d i s t i n c t i o n .  

Hume o f f e r s  a n  h i s t o r i c a l  a c c o u n t  of how these 
Dractices (as w e l l  a s  t h e  associated a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s )  
?valve f r o m  pre-societal  c o n d i t i o n s .  I n  man ' s  " u n s o c i a l i z e d "  
s t a t e ,  t h e r e  are  n o  r u l e s  o f  j u s t i c e ,  p r o p e r t y ,  o b l i g a t i o n ,  
) r  p r o m i s i n g :  i n  s h o r t ,  n o  a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s .  S t i l l  man 
f i n d s  h i m s e l f  u n a b l e  t o  s a t i s f y  h i s  n e e d  s i n c e  h e  h a s  b u t  

Limited g e n e r o s i t y ,  i s  s e l f i s h ,  a n d  t he  goods h e  d e s i r e s  
ire scarce. G i v e n  t h a t  a l l  men s h a r e  a common n a t u r e ,  
; e e k i n g  t o  a c t  i n  t h e i r  own s e l f - i n t e r e s t ,  each r e a l i z e s  
:hat a d d i t i o n a l  a d v a n t a g e s  may be a t t a i n e d  i f  a l l  a s s e n t  t o  

I s y s t e m  o f  r u l e s  c o n c e r n i n g  b e h a v i o r  a n d  p o s s e s s i o n s .  
h e r y o n e  h a s  a n d  e x p r e s s e s  s u c h  a d e s i r e ,  s o  c e r t a i n  prac- 
.ices are es tab l i shed  i n  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  they w i l l  be bene -  
' i c i a l  t o  each p a r t i c i p a n t .  As a c o n s e q u e n c e ,  s o c i a l  con-  

' e n t i o n s  a r i s e  from a n  appeal t o  " c o n f i n e d  g e n e r o s i t y "  and  
se 1 € - i n t e r e s t  '' . 

\ 

T h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  r e a s o n  t o  as sume  the c o n d i t i o n s  
e i t he r  n e c e s s a r y  o r  s u f f i c i e n t )  t h a t  g ive r ise  t o  a prac t ice  
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must be essential to its continued existence. The appeal 
to self-interest which played such a critical role in 
establishing social conventions need not be enough to , 

guarantee the continuance of these practices. As we have 
already noted, specific acts of justice may run counter to 
my individual self-interest. If this were my sole motiva- 
tion, I would only perform those actions which I feel are 
in my own particular self-interest. But if this is the 
case, then I'm not really acting within or motivated by 
the practice of justice: I'm only concerned with my own 
self-interest. To have and be motivated by an institution 
is something more than this. Appeals to self-interest 
simply are not enough to assure the perpetuation of such 
practices. This is a sharp divergence from the standard 
reading, for many commentators cast our long-term (as 
opposed to immediate) self-interest as the motivation for 
acting within social conventions. Hume, however, denies 
such a continuing natural motive since it would make 
institutions con form t h e m s e l v e s  to our partiality (T488- 
489). At this point, the popular interpretation fails to 
recognize the synchronic element of Hume's ethical theory, 
the aspect so crucial to the matter at hand. 

Social conventions are perpetuated by our ascrip- 
tion of moral sentiment which, in turn, is introduced 
through the artificial virtues. Although the inauguration 
of institutions cannot "create" new sentiments (T479,500, 
517). conventions can enliven and enhance those we do poss- 
ess. This can happen in two ways. First, they may allow 
US to employ more a r t f u Z  and more r e f i n ' d  w a y ( s l  of s a t i s f y -  
i n g  our self-interest by enabling us to achieve g r e a t e r  

d e g r e e s  of h a p p i n e s s  a n d  p e r f e c t i o n  (T526 and E201, respect- 
ively). We have desires for c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of i n t e g r i t y ,  a 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e v i e w  of o u r  o m  conduc t  (E283) and for 
r e p u t a t i o n  (T501) that can be tied to societal institu- 
tions. Despite t h e  f a c t  t h a t  these are  n a t u r a l  sent iments ,  
they do not motivate us until the advent of specific 
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n s t i t u t i o n s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  I c a n ' t  desire t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  

)f a j u s t  man u n t i l  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  " j u s t i c e "  der ives  some 
l e a n i n g  w i t h i n  a n  appropriate  c o n v e n t i o n  (T479-480) . I n  
.iiis wdy t h e n ,  soc i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  may e x p l o i t  o u r  o w n  

; e l f - i n t e r e s t .  I t ' s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  c o n t r a r y  t o  
:he s t a n d a r d  a c c o u n t ,  t h i s  is  n o t  e n l i g h t e n e d ,  l o n g - t e r m ,  
; e l f - i n t e r e s t .  I n s t e a d ,  it i s  a l t e r ed  b y  t h e  new desires 
m d  c h a n g i n g  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c i e s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  soc ie t a l  

;rowth. 
The  good oE each, qua m e m b e r  o f  s o c i e t y ,  i s  con-  

s t a n t l y  g r o w i n g  more complex  a n d  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s c e r n .  I n  
fac t ,  a s e n s e  o f  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  b e g i n s  t o  e v o l v e  o n c e  
s o c i a l  c o n v e n t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  es tab l i shed .  A p p e a l s  t o  t h i s  

E l e d g l i n g  m o t i v a t i o n  serve as  the  s e c o n d  means o f  s u s t a i n -  
i ng  c o l l e c t i v e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I n d e e d ,  i t  i s  h e r e  t h a t  m o r a l  
3 p p r o b a t i o n  e n t e r s  i n .  A l t h o u g h  man d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a 
i a t u r a l  s e n s e  of p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  

s o c i a l  p rac t ices  (T4811, o n c e  t h e s e  c o n v e n t i o n s  take ho ld ,  
i t  emerges as a m o t i v a t i o n  for t h e i r  c o n t i n u a n c e  ( T S S U f .  

The desire t o  promote the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  c a n  become so 
s t r o n g ,  i t  may a t  t i m e s  be t h e  so le  s o u r c e  o f  mora l  a p p r o -  
D a t i o n  ( T 5 7 8 ) .  C o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  good i s  n o t  i d e n t i c a l  
to  t h a t  of s y m p a t h y  (T481) ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  d e f i n e s  
and l e g i t i m i z e s  t h e  former s i n c e  we have  no such  e x t e n s i v e  

noncern f o r  s o c i e t y  b u t  f rom sympathy which p r o d u c e s  our  
s e n t i m e n t  of morals i n  a l l  t h e  a r t i f i c i a t  v i r t u e s  (T579 and  

577-578, r e s p e c t i v e l y )  .) Sympathy  i s  a n a t u r a l ,  a l b e i t  some- 
what  weak, v i r t u e .  I n  o r d e r  f o r  i t  t o  have a n y  b e a r i n g  on  
soc ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  i t  m u s t  be n u r t u r e d  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n e d .  
I n  f a c t ,  a l l  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r u l e s  a n d  v a l u e s  m u s t  be 

a c t i v e l y  e n c o u r a g e d  i n  order t o  i n s t i l l  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  m a t i -  

v a t i o n s  t o  a c t  a c c o r d i n g l y .  T h i s  w o u l d  n o t  be t h e  case i f  
s e l f - i n t e r e s t  o r  o t h e r  p o w e r f u l  n a t u r a l  s e n t i m e n t s  w e r e  t h e  
s u s t a i n i n g  bas i s  o f  soc i a l  c o n v e n t i o n s  a n d  t h e  associated 

a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s .  

Social  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o r i g i n a t e  f r o m  c o r m o n l y  held 
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i n d i v i d u a l  s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  Desp i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s e l f -  
i n t e r e s t  p rov ides  t h e  mot iva t ion  f o r  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  accept -  
ance ,  i t  i s  n o t  enough t o  a s s u r e  t h e i r  cont inuance .  In s t ead  
t h e i r  adop t ion  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  w e  a c c e p t  p r a c t i c e s  wherein 

any g iven  a c t i o n  may have undes i r ab le  consequences f o r  many, 
i f  n o t  a l l ,  involved .  This  is why e d u c a t o r s  and p o l i t i c -  
i a n s  must h e l p  u s  t o  ex tend  t h e  n a t u r a l  s e n t i m e n t s  beyond 
t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  bounds (T500); i n  o t h e r  words,  t o  r e i n f o r c e  
and broaden a p r e - e x i s t i n g  p a t t e r n  of judgment. When w e  
l e a r n  t o  t a l k  of "honor",  " i n t e g r i t y " ,  " r e p u t a t i o n " ,  etc. , 
w e  have ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  l e a r n e d  t o  c l a s s i f y  a c t i o n s  i n  v i r t u e  
of t he i l :  v a l u e  t o  s o c i e t y .  This  s o c i a l  v a l u e  s e r v e s  a s  a 

mot iva t ion  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s .  S e l f - i n t e r e s t  

can p o i n t  t h e  way towards c o l l e c t i v e  convent ions ,  b u t  it 
canno t  p rov ide  t h e  s o c i a l  va lue  f o r  t h e i r  cont inuance  o r  
t h e  a s c r i p t i o n  of a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e .  

I11 

Hume's account  of n a t u r a l  v i r t u e s  is  r e l a t i v e l y  
c l e a r :  

E v e r y  q u a l i t y  of t h e  mind is denomina ted  
v i r t u o r t s ,  w h i c h  g i v e s  p l e a s u r e  b y  t h e  mere 
s u r v e y ;  a s  e v e r y  q u a ' l i t y ,  wh ich  p r o d u c e s  
p a i n ,  i s  c a l ' l ' d  v i c i o u s .  (T591) 

While t h e  s t a n d a r d  account  a c c u r a t e l y  d e p i c t s  t h i s  a s p e c t  

of H u m e ' s  t h e o r y ,  I argued i n  t h e  p rev ious  s e c t i o n  t h a t  i t  

miscons t rues  h i s  i n t e n t  i n  regard  t o  t h e  r o l e  of and moti-  
v a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s .  Its proponents  would 
have us  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  thmst: 
p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i o n s  t h a t  t end  t o  be i n  o u r  own long-term, 
i n d i v i d u a l  s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  I submit  t h i s  muddles Hume's 

account  by t o t a l l y  ignor ing  t h e  weight  he p l a c e s  o n  man's 

a b i l i t y  t o  deve lop  a sense  of s o c i e t a l  worth and p u b l i c  
i n t e r e s t .  I n  o r d e r  t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  p o i n t ,  
let's consider Hume's p o r t r a y a l  of t h e  convent ion  of j u s t -  

ice. 
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The f i r s t  t h i n g  t o  n o t e  i s  t h a t  j u s t i c e  i s  n o t  a 
n a t u r a l  v i r t u e  f o r  i t  wou'd n e v e r  have been  dream'd of 
among rude  and savage  m e n  (T488) . '  

v o l u n t a r y  c o n v e n t i o n . .  . o f  men ( T 5 3 3 ) .  Hume rb- , rac t? r i  zes 

s u c h  a c o n v e n t i o n  as  

I n s t e a d ,  i t  i s  a 
6 

... a s e n s e  of common i n t e r e s t ;  wh ich  s e n s e  
each  man f e e l s  i n  h i s  own b r e a s t ,  which 
he remarks  i n  h i s  f e l l o w s ,  and wh ich  
c a r r i e s  him,  i n  c o n c u r r e n c e  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  
i n t o  a g e n e r a l  p l a n  o r  s y s t e m  of a c t i o n s  
wh ich  t e n d s  t o  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  ... (E306 j3  

I t ' s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  of j u s t i c e  
i s  n o t  a p r o d u c t  of m a n ' s  desire  t o  f u r t h e r  pubZic  u t i l i t y  
s i n c e  t h i s  m o t i v a t i o n  a r i ses  o n l y  a f t e r  t h e  p r a c t i c e  has  

been  es tab l i shed  (T480 ,481 ,495-496) .  On the  c o n t r a r y ,  

j u s t i c e  e v o l v e s  b e c a u s e  men, i n  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  s t a t e ,  s u f f e r  
i n c o n v e n i e n c e s  ( T 4 8 5 , 4 9 5 , 4 9 6 :  E183-184) .  I n d i v i d u a l l y ,  
each c a n  see t h a t  s o c i e t y  a n d  i t s  c o n s t i t u e n t  c o n v e n t i o n s  

( i n c l u d i n g  j u s t i c e )  c a n  h e l p  t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e s e  problems 

(T490 ,533 ,620 :  E 2 1 5 , 3 0 6 ) .  Even t h o u g h  the  minds  a n d  s e n t i -  
m e n t s  o f  men a re  s i m i l a r  (T575-5761, each r e a l i z e s  t h a t  a 

n o n - n a t u r a l  (T519)  common p o i n t  o f  v i e w  is  n e e d e d  d u e  t o  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  e v e r y  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r s o n ' s  p l e a s u r e  and  i n t e r -  
e s t  [ i s ]  d i f f e r e n t  ( T 5 9 1 ) . *  
v i e w  t h a t  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n s  o f  s o c i e t y .  S e l f -  
i n t e r e s t  leads t o  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  s o c i a l  c o n v e n t i o n s :  

e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  sees t h a t  o n l y  b y  a g r e e i n g  t o  a c t  w i t h i n  
t he  s t r u c t u r e  o f  society c a n  he h o p e  t o  e s c a p e  t r o u b l e s o m e  

i n c o n v e n i e n c e s .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h i s  a c c e p t a n c e ,  he 

may o f t e n  f i n d  h i s  own p a r t i c u l a r  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  c o u n t e r -  

manded b y  t h e  d i c t a t e s  of j u s t i c e  (T497-498: E285 -286)  - 
B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s ,  s o m e t h i n g  more t h a n  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  m u s t  
s e r v e  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  j u s t i c e .  T h i s  i s  where the  d i a c h r o n i c  

p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  o r i g i n s  of t h e  c o n v e n t i o r .  e n d s  a n d  t h e  
s y n c h r o n i c  a c c o u n t  of i t s  c o n t i n u a n c e  b e g i n s .  

I t  is  t h i s  common p o i n t  o f  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  p rac t ice  of j u s t i c e  is  n o t  n a t u r a l l y  I 

v i r t u o u s ,  it i s  a r t i f i c i a l l y  v i r t u o u s ,  so  c o n s e q u e n t l y  i t  
m u s t  s t i l l  have s o m e  e f f e c t  on  o u r  p a s s i o n s  (T457 ,479 ,518 ,  
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532) .  I n s o f a r  a s  s e n t i m e n t s  can  be e x t e n d e d  b u t  n o t  c r e a t e d  
(T500,517) ,  t h o s e  l e a d i n g  t o  j u s t i c e  ( a s  w e l l  a s  a l l  t h e  
o t h e r  a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s )  must  be p r e v i o u s l y  p o s s e s s e d .  
Indeed ,  i n  h i s  p r e - s o c i e t a l  s t a t e ,  man a l r e a d y  h a s  t h e  
r e q u i s i t e  s e n t i m e n t s  s u c h  a s  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  r e p u t a t i o n ,  
p e a c e  of mind, and i n t e g r i t y  (T501: E283).  A t  t h i s  s t a g e  
however,  t h e y  a r e  c o n t e n t l e s s  s i n c e  t h e y  presuppose  an 
i n s t i t u t i o n  for t h e i r  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  The c r e a t i o n  of 
c o l l e c t i v e  c o n v e n t i o n s  awakens and  t a p s  t h e s e  s e n t i m e n t s  

f o r  t h e y  may be t i e d  t o  s u c h  p r a c t i c e s  through i n s t r u c t i o n  
(T500,53?-534).  T h i s  e d u c a t i o n  s p u r s  a deepening  concern  

for t h e  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  which e x t e n d s  beyond e a c h  i n d i v i d -  
u a l ' s  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  (T579) .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  it may become t h e  

"sole" motive.  b e h i n d  j u s t  a c t i o n  (T578; E231). T h i s  is 
u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  inasmuch a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  r u l e s  t h a t  d e f i n e  
t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  of j u s t i c e  c a r r y  our  maxims beyond t h o s e  
r e a s o n s ,  wh ich  f i r s t  i n d u c ' d  u s  t o  e s t o b l i s h  them (T551).  
A s  a r e s u l t ,  a d h e r e n c e  t o  soc ia l  c o n v e n t i o n s  may become 
u n r e f l e c t i v e l y  a u t o m a t i c  (T499; E203) i f  n o t  o u t  of con- 
c e r n  for t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  

9 

The m o t i v a t i o n  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  of t h e  
p r a c t i c e  of j u s t i c e  is n o t  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  s o u r c e  of  i t s  
m o r a l  v i r t u e .  Hume h a s  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  mind when h e  
d e c l a r e s  : 

The n a t u r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  j u s t i c e ,  &. 
i n t e r e s t ,  has  b e e n  f u l l y  e x p t a i n ' d ;  b u t  
a s  t o  t h e  moral  o b l i g a t i o n  o r  t h e  s e n t i -  
ment of r i g h t  and wrong, ' t w i l l  f i r s t  be 
r e q u i s i t e  t o  examine t h e  n a t u r a l  v i r t u e s ,  
b e f o r e  Ue can g i v e  a f u l l  and s a t i s f a c t o r y  
a c c o u n t  of i t .  (T498, Hume's emphasis)  

The promised a c c o u n t  of n a t u r a l  v i r t u e  (T574 f f . )  c e n t e r s  
on sympathy which h e  d e f i n e s  a s  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  of an i d e a  
{ n t o  an  i m p r e s s i o n  b y  t h e  f o r c e  o f  i m a g i n a t i o n  (T427).  
Only t h r o u g h  sympathy can e v e n t s  a f f e c t i n g  o t h e r s  a f f e c t  
US. I t  s t r e n g t h e n s  t h e  m o t i v a t i o n a l  force of concern  fo r  

t h e  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  and  moreover ,  is t h e  s o u r c e  of mora l  

a p p r o b a t i o n  f o r  j u s t i c e  as w e l l  as  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  a r t i f i c i a l  
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v i r t u e s .  I n  Hume’s words: 
J u s t i c e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  approu‘d o f  for no 
o t h e r  r e a s o n ,  t h a n  because  i t  has  a 
t e n d e n c y  to t h e  p u b i i c  good: A n d  & k ?  
p u b l i c  good i s  i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  u s ,  e x c e p t  
so f a r  a s  sympathy i n t e r e s t s  u s  i n  i t .  
We may presume t h e  l i k e  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  
a l l  t h e  o t h e r  v i r t u e s ,  wh ich  have a l i k e  
t e n d e n c y  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good. They m x s t  
d e r i v e  a l l  t h e i r  m e r i t  f rom our sympathy 
w i t h  t h o s e ,  who r e a p  any a d v a n t a g e  from 
t hem . . . (T618) 10 

Assuredly ,  sympathy, n o t  s e l f - i n t e r e s t ,  i s  t h e  s o u r c e  of 

t h e  moral  approba t ion  w e  a t t r i b u t e  t o  j u s t i c e :  
Thus  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  i s  t h e  o r i a i n a i !  m o t i v e  
t o h e  -- e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  j u s t i c e :  b r  
sympa thy  03 p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  i s  t h e s o u r c e  
OJ t h e  moral a p p r o b a t i o n  whz%& a t t e n d s  that 
v i r  - . p h a s i s )  

This  sympathy wi th  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  i s  what w e  l e a r n  
when w e  a r e  t a u g h t  t o  c l a s s i f y  a c t i o n s  acco rd ing  t o  t h e i r  
s o c i a l  worth r a t h e r  t han  s imply i n  accordance  w i t h  t h e i r  

v a l u e  t o  u s .  T r a i n i n g  of  t h i s  n a t u r e  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  
i n s u r e  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  p r a c t i c e  of j u s t i c e .  W e  

must be  educa ted  i n  t h e  “ f i n e r ”  t h i n g s  of l i f e  (E203-204) 
i n  o r d e r  t o  c u l t i v a t e  j u s t i c e ’ s  m o t i v a t i o n a l  f o r c e  and 
moral  approba t ion .  T h i s  view is much more than  a mere 
appea l  t o  e n l i g h t e n e d  s e l f - i n t e r e s t :  i t  i s  an i n t r o d u c t i o n  
of s o c i a l  v a l u e ,  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  and judgment.  Furthermore,  
t h i s  approach i s  n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  convent ion  ?f j u s t i c e  
b u t  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  o t h e r  a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s  a s  well (T523, 
577-580) .  Thus, s e l f - i n t e r e s t  l e a d s  t o  t h e  accep tance  of 

c o l l e c t i v e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  wh i l e  t h e i r  a t t r i b u t e d  s o c i a l  va lue  
stemming from p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  and sympathy s e r v e s  as  t h e i r  
s u s t a i n i n g  b a s i s .  

Once a g a i n  t h e  a c t / p r a c t i c e  d i s t i n c t i o n  re-emerges,  

The n a t u r a l  v i r t u e s  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i o n s  

t h a t  t e n d  t o  advance o u r  own s e l f - i n t e r e s t  wh i l e  t h e  a r t i -  
f i c i a l  ones  a r i s e  from t h e  observance of r u l e s  and conven- 
t i o n s  (T533-534,543). Indeed ,  Hume o f t e n  speaks  of t h e  
p r a c t i c e  of j u s t i c e  as “advantageous” a l though  he  concedes 



56. 

t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  j u s t  a c t i o n s  may f a i l  t o  be so (T579-580; 
E304). As a r e s u l t ,  n o t  o n l y  i s  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between 
n a t u r a l  and a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e  one of i n d i v i d u a l  and p u b l i c  
i n t e r e s t ,  i t  i s  a l s o  o n e  of  a c t  and p r a c t i c e .  

IV 

Upon r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  i m p o r t  of t h e  s y n c h r o n i c  
a s p e c t  of Hume's t h e o r y ,  i t ' s  e a s y  t o  see how h e  i s  a b l e  
t o  a v o i d  t h e  major d i f f i c u l t y  m a r r i n g  t h e  s t a n d a r d  a c c o u n t .  
As I o b s e r v e d  i n  S e c t i o n  I ,  Hume's e t h i c a l  t h e o r y  i s  
g e n e r a l l y  t a k e n  t o  rest s o l e l y  upon s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  On 
s u c h  a r e a d i n g  however ,  c e r t a i n  a c t i o n s  c o u l d  be i n  accord 
w i t h  t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s ,  y e t  s t i l l  be immoral i f  t h e y  
a r e  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  o r  s o c i e t y ' s  i n t e r e s t .  
T h i s  problem w i l l  pers is t  a s  l o n g  a s  Hume is ( i n c o r r e c t l y )  
assumed t o  t i e  m o r a l i t y  s t r i c t l y  t o  i n t e r e s t s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
a c t i o n s .  I have  u r g e d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e ,  f o r  i n  
e x t e n d i n g  mora l  a p p r o b a t i o n  t o  social  c o n c e r n s  and' p r a c -  
tices Hume a v o i d s  t h i s  p i t f a l l .  Moreover,  as  i n d i c a t e d  by 
t h e  t e x t u a l  e v i d e n c e  c i t e d  i n  S e c t i o n s  I1 and 111, t h i s  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  w e l l  documented. 

I t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  sympathy 
h a s  a major  i n f l u e n c e  on a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e  i n  t h e  T r e a t i s e ,  
i t s  r o l e  i s  c o n s p i c u o u s l y  d i m i n i s h e d  i n  t h e  Enqui ry .  I n  
c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  f o r m e r ,  t h e  l a t t e r  stresses t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  
of t h e  "common p o i n t  of  view" (g., E 2 2 9 , 2 7 2 - 2 7 3 ) .  There  
a r e  a v a r i e t y  of  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  a p p a r e n t  s h i f t  i n  
emphas is ,  y e t  i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  i t  i s  s i m p l y  n o t  t h a t  
s i g n i f i c a n t ,  f o r  a s  I have  p o i n t e d  o u t  sympathy and p u b l i c  
i n t e r e s t  b o t h  s e r v e  t o  s u s t a i n  s o c i a l  c o n v e n t i o n s .  I t  may 

be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s p e c u l a t e  on t h e  m o t i v e s  b e h i n d  t h i s  
a l t e r a t i o n :  n o n e t h e l e s s ,  it h a s  l i t t l e ,  i f  a n y ,  e f f e c t  on 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t  of H u i n e ' s  e t h i c a l  t h e o r y .  

H u m e  a r g u e s  t h a t  m o r a l i t y  s u r p a s s e s  e n l i g h t e n e d  
s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  Al though t h e  c r u d e  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  t h a t  
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motivates pre-societal  man may be enough  t o  i n s p i r e  t h e  
n a t u r a l  v i r t u e s ,  t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s  r e q u i r e  a much 

more "social"  a n d  a c q u i r e d  s e n s e  o f  c o n c e r n .  T h e s e  
n o t i o n s  are  s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h r o u g h  i n s t r u c t i m  ahd i n d e e d  
s h o u l d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  c u r b  s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  The c o n c e r n s  o f  
t h e  s o c i a l l y  a n d  morally t r a i n e d  man f a r  e x c e e d  h i s  p r e -  
s o c i e t a l  c o u n t e r p a r t ' s  so le ,  s e l f - i n t e r e s t e d  m o t i v a t i o n  

(E282-284) .  C o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d  r e a d i n g ,  H u m e  
e x p r e s s e s  a dynamic  a n d  complex  v i e w  of man; o n e  i n  w h i c h  

m a n ' s  d e s i r e s  a n d  m o t i v a t i o n s  are  e n h a n c e d  a n d  a l t e r e d  as  

t h e  s o c i e t y  he creates c h a n g e s  a n d  grows. H u m e  c o r r e c t l y  
p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  i n  a l a r g e  s o c i e t y ,  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  s i m p l y  
w i l l  n o t  do as  a f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  m a n ' s  l o n g - r a n g e  b e h a v i o r .  
H e  r e c o g n i z e d ,  i f  y o u  w i l l ,  t h a t  s o c i a l  man i s  n o t  m e r e l y  
" n a t u r a l  man p l u s  r u l e s  f o r  s a t i s f y i n g  l o n g - t e r m  i n t e r e s t s . "  
Social  man may s u f f e r  p l e a s u r e s  a n d  p a i n s  t h a t  are  n o t  
avai lable  i n  h i s  more n a t u r a l  s ta te .  H u m e ' s  a s t u t e  real- 
i z a t i o n  of t h i s  f a c t  led t o  h i s  o f t e n  o v e r l o o k e d  i n s i g h t  
t h a t  a c q u i r e d  soc ia l  c o n c e r n s  s u s t a i n  co l lec t ive  con-  
v e n t i o n s  a n d  a r t i f i c i a l  v i r t u e s .  

Ted  A .  Ponko 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  North C a r o l i n a  
a t  C h a p e l  H i l l  

1. V a r i o u s  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a re  h e l d  b y  
a number o f  c o m m e n t a t o r s .  See f o r  example ,  B a r r y  
S t r o u d ,  Hume (London: R o u t l e d g e  a n d  Kegan P a u l ,  1 9 7 7 ) .  
C h a p t e r  I X ;  J . L .  Mackie, Hume's Moral T h e o r y ,  (London: 
R o u t l e d g e  a n d  Kegan P a u l ,  1 9 8 0 ) ,  C h a p t e r  VI, S e c t i o n s  
1 - 3; P a l l  S. A r d a l  P a s s i o n  a n d  V a l u e  i n  Hume's 
T r e a t i s e  ( E d i n b u r g h :  E d i n b u r g h  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  
1 9 6 6 1 ,  C h a p t e r  VIII; a n d  Duncan F o r b e s ,  Hume's 
P h i l o s o p h i c a l  P o l i t i c s  (Cambr idge :  Cambr idge  U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s ,  19751 ,  C h a p t e r  11. 

2 .  All r e f e r e n c e s  t o  A T r e a t i s e  of Human N a t u r e  w i l l  
appear i n  the t e x t  i n  the  f o r m  [T, page nuntber].  The 
e d i t i o n  c i t e d  i s  ed i ted  b y  L . A .  S e l b y - B i g g e  (Oxfo rd :  
The  C l a r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  
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A l l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  An E n q u i r y  Concerninq t h e  P r i n c i p l e s  
of  Mora ls  will a p p e a r  i n  t h e  t e x t  i n  t h e  form, [E, 
page  number].  The e d i t i o n  c i t e d  is E n q u i r i e s  Concern- 
ir,q Human Unders tandinq  and Concern inq  t h e  P r i n c i p l e s  
of  Morals, e d i t e d  by L.A. Selby-Bigge (Oxford: The 
C l a r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  

S e e  f o r  example,  A r d a l ,  p. 181,  187; Mackie, pp. 91-93; 
Stroud, pp.213-214; F o r b e s ,  p. 79. C f .  T491-492,497. 

Cf., T533. 

C f . ,  T490,498; E306. 

C f . ,  T498. I / 

Cf. ,  E228,272-273. 

Cf . \  E207. 

Cf., T499,577-580. 
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